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EPISTLE LXXIV. 


From HILLARIA to CLio, on the inconſiſtency of 
d wiſhing to live a long time, yet ER at 
thoughts of growing old, | 


22 dear CL IO, 


HAVE been thinking Sint Halghiy 
16S underſtanding is no leſs liable to be 
9 unhinged, than the mechaniſm of the 
3} human frame. The leaſt jar of a ſur- 

- CT I it out of tune, and one 
cannot preſently t it into order again. We 
have certainly paſſans of the mind, as well as 
diſeaſes of his body, which we are not aware of, 
till ſome ſudden accident calls them forth, and 
the one are no leſs capable of ſuſpend the a- 


 culties'of reaſon for a time, than the are of 


obſtructing that animal fluid, to the pre Circus | 


lation of which we-owe our. vigaur, = 
Vol. IL B 1 


- 


2 EPISTLES + Boox VII. 


I As led into this reflection by catching my- 
ſelf in a folly, which Þ ſhall not be much aſſiamed 
of confeſſing, ſince, on contemplating ſome paſ- 
ſages my obſervation ſupplies me with, I find 

4 the foible inherent, in a more or leſs degree, to 

lt the whole ſpecies of human kind, though few. 

1 are ingenuous enough to acknowledge it. 5 


[ I was ſitting yeſterday in my parlour window, 
looking 3 on, the people as they paſſed; 
i! when all at once a fellow abmptlypreſcnted him- 
ſelf before me, and cried in a hoarſe voice, ſpec- 
tacles, madam, fine ſpectacles, and at the tame 
time thruſt a pair of theſe noſe-ſaddles within the 
faſh: You cannot imagine, dear Clio, how I 
was ſhocked; I gave the man a ſhort anſwer, 
and immediately drew down the window. — Good 
. Goa, ſaid I to myſelf, do I loc eld enough to be 
j ſuppoſed ta. want e ? not conſidering that 
it was the fellow's trade to offer them to ev 
body, and that many people, younger than my- 
ſelf, were obliged to make uſe of them. ran 
however to my glaſs, and fancied I perceived 
| u hat they call the crow's feet appearing at the 
| corners of my eyes. I looked and looked again 
i and the more I did ſo, the more I thought theſe 
cruel marks of time were viſible ; and now re- 
1 collecting that my laſt birth - day brought me into 
N my one and thirtieth year, and that à very few: 
ü more of them would rank me among the number 
of the aged, I fell into ſuch a fit of the vapours 
251 had never before known. Is not this unac- 
| countable ? — Where now Was my underſtand- 
| | ing?— Where my reaſon? The little ſhare I 
| haye is. ſufficient to make me know that who» 
| ever lives a great while in this world muſt grow . 
| old, and few of us. there are who deſire to die 
EE 1 Voung; 


rene 


9 2 


%” 
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young ; Why was not this knowledge at hand 
to make me eafy under the common courſe of 
nature ? | 3 


7 " = LS | 
3 4 


I po aſſure you I had grown two or three 
hours older, before I could bring myſelf to be 
reconciled with the apprehenſions that ey 
ment brought me nearer to that ſo much dreaded 
ſtage of life; but, thank heaven, I got the better 
of it at laſt, and laughed at the fooliſh part my 
imagination had been acting. | 


THAT we all, however, have a natural aver- 
ſion to grey hairs and wrinkles, cannot be de- 
nied; and that to overcome the uneaſineſs their 
approach inflicts, requires the utmoſt exertion of 


our reaſon; yet is not this an inconſiſtency, a 


kind of abſurdity. in our habit of thinking? 
We ridicule a thouſand lefler follies of mankind, 
yet paſs over that which more than all deſerves 


cenſure, the being aſhamed or afraid of attainin 


what all the world as well as ourſelves wou 

with to arrive at.— But we would live for ever 
if we could, and yet be always young ; we 
would annihilate the depredations of time'from 
hfteen to ſixty ; and even then not be content 
perhaps to be thought in our decline. 


Wenz old age terrible to us merely as it is 
the forerunner of death, or as it is generally at- 
tended with infirmities which render life a bur- 
den, I ſhould not be ſo much ſurprized; but alas 
we ſee death and diſeaſes ſeize on youth and 
ſtrength; no time of life is a ſecurity againſt 
either, — Nor is it altogether the apprehenſion of 
being deprived of what ſhare of beauty nature 
may have beſtowed upon us, that renders it fo 


B 2 alarming, 
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alarming, ſince that alſo may be loſt by the 
ſmall-pox, and a thouſand other accidents.— 
No, it is only the name, not the ect, we ſo 
much dread; and I believe moſt people would 
rather chuſe deformity with youth, than comelmeſs 
with ald age. | 


. Tris, and ſome other propenſities of the 
mind, in my opinion, are ſufficient to convince 
any thinking perſon of the impotence of human 
wnderflanding, and oblige us all to own with the 
poet, that l 2: | 


7 Reaſon in man is but the ink lamp | 
Cre Yo Bat ener and wie 


N turns; | | 
Feeling the follower betwixt ſhade and ſhining. 


You will imagine by my being ſo ſerious, that 
J have not yet quite Fee over the Iright the man 
put me into, and indeed I am not ſure whether 
1 have or not; but be that as it will, I have re- 
ſolution enough to wiſh from the very bottom of 
my heart, that you and I may grow old in friend- 
ſhip, and that whatever effect time may have 
upon our perſont, our minds may remain as now 
united; which will be a balance againſt the mor- 
tiſications in the power of the old gentleman 
With the hour-glals, to W 


8 ts | My dear CL1o, 
Fours, with the moſt perfect amity, 


HILLARIA. 


eee 


A. 


E 


EPISTLE LXXV. « 

From C110 to HILLARIA, given her the reaſons. 
far that averſion human nature has to growing, 
old, and pointing out the only means of rendering 
it agreeable to ourſelves, and beneficial to athers, 


My dear HILLARIA, 


O U muit forgive me when I tell you 
I laughed very heartily at the lively de - 
ſcription you give of the fright you 
: were in, on ſeeing the terrible man with” 
the ſpectacles: You might have apprehended * 
it would have had a contrary effect, however, 
on me, if you had contidered I am four years 
older than yourſelf; for J am ready to join with 
you in opinion, that there is nothing more ſhock-- * 
ing, eſpecially to our ſex, than to be thought in * 
years; though we cannot help knowing it, yet 
we would fain unknow it, and ſeldom look upon 
thoſe as our friends who remind us of it 
Yet do I not look upon this averſion to old are 
to be ſo great a weakneſs as you ſeem to think 
it. It is not becauſe we have lived a long time, 
and conſequently by the courſe of nature muſt” 
be near our diſſolution; neither is it becauſe the 
loſs of beauty ſeems to us fo great an evil; nei- 
ther is it altogether through the fears of thoſe” 
infirmities generally, though not always, felt in 
age, that makes the approach of that æra ſo 
dreadful to our apprehenſion; but there is an- 
other misfortune which you have not mentioned, 
that for the moſt part attends it; which is, be- 
| B 2 ing 
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ing treated with contempt by every one who is a 
few years younger than ourſelves :— This is the 
true motive which makes people afraid of grow) 
ing old, and aſhamed when they are ſo, — Every 
one, evgn the aged themſelves, have a prejudice 
in favour of youth.—Youth attracts the love, 
the reſpect, the ſervices of all the world; while 
age may live alone unpitied, unregarded. — Im- 
pute the folly, therefore, my dear Hillaria, not 
ſo much to thoſe who dread being old, as to 
thoſe whoſe behaviour gives them caule to do ſo. 
— As you Jau obſerve, a long life is a bleſſing 
every one is deſirous of attaining, we all do every 
thing in our power, in order to preſerve it; here 
therefore lies the abſurdity, to deſpiſe that in 
others, which we take ſo much pains to arrive at 


ourſelves. — Yet thus it is, and thus I doubt not 


it will ever be, while the world continues. — 
The only way therefore to ward off the flights 
old age is liable to receive, is to lay up in youth 
a ſtock of knowledge wherewith to entertain our- 
ſelves when no body elſe will think it worth 
their while to entertain us :—If we make 
uſe of our prime years, we ſhall have leſs reaſon 
to regret being left alone, than they ſhould have 
who ſhun our converſation : Beſides, there are 
ways to make age agreeable to others as well as 
to ourſelves ; not by endeavouring to conceal it 
by an affectation of youth, or by aſſuming the 
privilege of reproving with auſterity, but by pre- 
ſerving a medium between the grave and gay in 
our behaviour, and by rebuking the faults we ſee 
in others rather by example than precept.— 
When I ſee a gaudy. butterfly coquet of three- 
ſcore, flying from viſit to viſit, pluming herſelf 
on the elegance of her taſte in dreſs, and ſcrewing. 
herſelf into a thouſand antick poſtures in _ to 
ew 
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ſhew the agility, of her joints, I admire the ridi- 


cule the is treated with : When J hear an anti- 
quated prude take upon her to give leſſons to thoſe 

of better underſtanding than herſelf, inveign 
againſt all diverſions how innocent ſoeyer, and 
cenſure even a chearful diſpoſition as af unpar- 


donable crime, I do not wonder that ſhe is def- 


piſed and avoided. : 


Tu worlt that can be ſaid of age is, that it 
magnifies the. errors, ahd renders the virtues of 
the perſon leſs conſpicuous : It is our buſineſs 
therefore to correct the one, and improve the other, 


| before we arrive at that ſtage of life in which no- 


thing will be excuſed, that proceeds from levity 
and want of judgment. Each year, as it fur- 
niſhes new matter of obſervation ſhould add to 
our knowledge; how deſpicable then muſt age 
appear, unleſs experience has improved the talents 
we received from nature. Be aſſured, that how 
old ſoever we grow, and how much ſoever im- 
paired in our outward form, we ſhall meet with 
no ſeverity from thoſe whoſe treatment is worth 
our notice, if we have taken due care to beautify 


our minds, and endeavour'd to verify the character 


Mr. Waller gives of age; : 
| The foul with nobler reſclutions deckt,, 
The body ſlooping does herſelf erect. 
Clouds of affettions from our younger eyes, 
Conceal that happineſs which age deſcries; 
The fouPs dark cottage, batter d and decay d, 
Lets in new light through chinks which time has 
made. 
Stronger by weakneſs, wiſer we become, 
As we draw near ts our eternal home, 


£Þ 
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Bur we have a greater authority than Mr. 
Waller, which tells us, that the ſure wzy to 
make age honourable, is to have it overtake us 


in righteouſneſs. Let us therefore, my dear 
Hillaria, endeavour to profit by the miſtakes of 


others, and inſtead of counting how our years 
run on, examine how our knowledge increaſes ; 
what progreſs we have made in rooting out our 
darling follies, and planting the beneficial ſeeds 
of piety and morality in our hearts. To ſuc- 
ceed in this attempt, I am confident will afford 
us an inward ſatisfaction, infinitely ſuperior to 
all we could receive from our toilette, or the 
flatteries of the world, while in the bloom of 


youth, — Adieu, my dear Hillaria, believe me, 


With an unſeigned ſincerity, 


Yours, Se. 
Crio, 


EPISTLE IXXVI. 


Frem EUPHROSINE to SEMANTHE, giving her 


an account hiv fhe had paſſed the evening of the 
preceeding day. TY | 


8 REMEMBER that once playing at 
I 8 queſtions and commands, a witty lady in 
a» <4 company, whoſe turn it was to queſ- 
tion, demanded of her ſubject what 
wit was like? To which he replied, like your 
Jadyſhip's bottle of Sal Volatile,” poignant at firſt 
opening, but on being too much handed about, 
loſes all its flavour, and becomes quite inſipid. — 
I then thought the compariſon juſt, and 1 

75 1 Nee 
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ſince had many occaſions of bringing it freſh in- 
to my mind; but never found it more ſtrongly 


verified than laſt night. 


You muſt know I went to viſit Aſpaſta, 
whom I had not ſeen for ſome time, and found 
her, as ſhe always is, encucled' with a number 
of the gay world: — They were all in what they 
call top ſpirits, more ſpeakers than hearers, and 
as many fine things as would have furniſhed two 
or three converſations, were thrown away YA 
being ſpoken all at once; —every one being 
full of what they had to ſay themſelves, that ſel- 
dom any attention was given to the words of 
another: This torrent of wit continued, I be- 
lieve, for the ſpace of an hour, to flow with the 
utmoſt rapidity, when all on a ſudden it ſunk in- 
to a calm, and we were all as dumb and ſolemn 
as mourners at a funeral. One lady fat countin 
the ſticks of her fan; another amuſed herſelf 
with jingling the drops of the pendants in her 
ears; a third was. examining her little finger 
nails; a fourth held her ſnuft-box in one hand, 
and whirPd it round and round with the other: 
— Nor were the gentlemen more alert; - one 
employed himſelf with ſtroking the Dreſden of 
his ruffles ; another had his eyes fixed upon the 


fire; a third fat patting his knee; in fine, had 


the court of dulneſs to have been repreſented in a 
picture, the painter might have taken it to the 
life from us in our different attitudes. 


AR STO was the firſt of the whole com- 
pany who awaked from this lethargy of mind, 
and looking round, What, ſaid he, are you all 
retired into yourſelves? Come, ladies, I will 


propound a queſtion 2 you, and will expect 


5 n 
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every one of you to anſwer in turn. — What, 

ſetting aſide faith, the grace of God, and all. 
things appertaining to religion, do you think the 
molt deſirable thing in life? And firſt addrefling 
bimſelf to Aſpajia, | defer your opinion, madain. 


I xxow not, anfweved ſhe modeſtly, whe! 
you ſhould expect me to ſpeak firſt, when there 
are ſo many in much more capable of 
but ſince you enjoin it, ſhall not he- 
ſitate to tell you, that according to my judgment 
there is nething ſo deſirable as grandeur. 


Your reaſon, madam ! rejoined Arifto. Be- 
cauſe, ſaid ſhe, it attracts the homage of the in- 
ferior world, conceals our vices, and. renders 


our virtues more 2 


Hx then nia to her that ſat next, who ſub- 
ſcribed to the ſame opinion Aſpaſia had given, 
that high births and titles were the firſt things to 

be withed for on earth; but, on his ſpeaking to 
the third, I cannot, ſaid ſhe, think with theſe 
ladies: Beauty ſeems to me to have infinitely the 
preference over every other blefing we can be 
poſſeſſed of, becauſe it attracts the love and ad- 
miration of all whoce.1 it. * 


Now would W gra ating prayers, cried 
Lamara haſtily, it would be to indue me with a 
ſuperiority of unt, becauſe wit enables us to de- 
fend ourſelves if attacked, and to offend others 
whenever we have a mind, without their daring, 
—— 


Wei, above all things, give me riches, ſaid 
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ply all the defects of birth, of beauty, of wit, 
and command more followers, than all of them 
put together; in fine, whoever has them, has 
every joy this world can give.— It is all, and 
all in all, as Mr. Dryden has made Jupiter ſay, 


I made © Pals... 
This gold, I made a greater god than Jove, 
And gave my own omni potente away. 


Yer ſaid the diſcreet Sophia, neither riches, 
nor grandeur, nor beauty, nor wit, can afford 
any real ſatisfaction, without health: — Health is 
the ſalt of life, as Cowley fays, and gives 2 retifly 
to the whole : —An uninterrupted health ſhould 
therefore be my choice; and I have the authority 
of one whoſe {kill has often recovered it, when 
well nigh loſt, for my opinion in this point, who 


addreſſes her in theſe terms: 


f 


Health, blooming goddeſs, moſt . e 
I hoſe Hes mortals er to life imp be : | k 4 
Mankind, as you vouchſafe to Jmile, or frown,” 
Find eaſe in chains, or anguiſh in a crown. 


IT was now my turn to ſpeak, and havin 
well weighed the arguments urged by theſe la- 
dies in defence of their different ſentiments, 
ſhould certainly have conformed to her's who 
ſpoke laſt, if the example of Beaticia had not 
that moment came into my mind. Beaticra, 
who but a few years paſt was what Mrs. Behn 
deſcribes in a favourite character in one of her 
plays, 4 


Noble by birth, but nobler by endowments : 
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_ Chearful as birds that welcome in the morn : 
; Lovejone and gy as warthy fo Corinna... 
That charm' d our beſt of poets : ER 
iti as fancy makes the revelling gods, 
And equally as bounteous in her 2 


Bur is now, alas, by perverſe accidents, 
ftript of almoſt all her fortune, deprived by death 
of a neareſt friends, and — by the 

art of thoſe whs ſurvive, all her limbs 
— by a long fit of ſickneſs, incapable of 
enjoying 2 one — in life, yet retains the 
ſame vigour of 1 as ever, the ſame ſweet- 
neſs, — and compoſure, complains 
not of her fate, and not only ſcems, but really is, 
contented with her lot, ſevere as others think it. 
I had ſeen this miracle of ſuffering virtue but the 
day before, and it was to her I was indebted for 
remembering that content, by far exceeded all the 
bleflings I had heard enumerated ; I therefore 
had the boldneſs to diſſent from all ho had gi- 
ven their opinions before me, and quoted for my 
authority the ſtory of Beaticia, which was not 
unknown to ſome of the company, and ended 
what I had to ſay wa n — from a late 
eminent poet. 


Content aloe can all our ills redreſs; 
Content, that other name br happiness 
. *T1s equal if our fortunes augment, 
Aud firetch themſelves to the ſame vaſt extent 
With our deſires, or thoſe defires abate, 
Shrink and contract themſelves to fit our fate. 
Me to ourſelves may all our wiſhes grant, 
And mos coveting, can n want. 


Im HAD the. ſaifafion to perceive ry had 
11 alledged 
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alledged was unanſwerable by thoſe ladies who. 
had maintained different opinions, and that the: 
men in general approved my poſition : — It was, 
however, left to Ariſto, who had propounded 
the queſtion, to decide which of us had belt re- 
ſolved it; which he did in .theſe terms: You, 
madam, faid he to halt and the lady who ſits 
next you, are greatly miſtaken in the preference 
you both give to grandeur, as we have many 
living inſtances that titles do not always excite 
reſpect, but, according to the means by which 
they have been acquired, and the purpoſes — 
are made to ſerve, may be called the diſgrac 
ornament of man. Titles render — — 
viſible and more deformed; how few then can 
find happineſs in the poſſeſton of this wiſh ? Be- 
ſides, when we conſider the prodigious changes 
that happen, which we have not only read of 
but ſeen, the nobleſt-born ſunk and degraded 
even to ſcorn ;- who that ſtands. high can aſſure 
himſelf he ſhall. not have a ſudden fall, as 1 
Charles Sedley juſtly expreſſes it. 


Greatneſs n#er envied when well dee 
Thou art no real, but a ſceming good : 

Sick at the heart thou'in the Face look'ft well, 
Who fooliſhly for thee his peace doth fell, 3.4) 
In his exal late can only gain - 27 
To be more wretched than the vulgar can. | 


T HEN, madam, a be, to the third; 
it muſt be confeſſed that beauty is 2 moſt de- 
ſirable thing, but then where is the beauty that 
has a charm for every heart? — Tho' its power 
is univerſal, no ſingle ſhe had ever yet, or ever 
can have, that power lodged in herſelf. — What 


is W in the eyes of ſome men, 1 
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diſagreeable to thoſe of others, as Mr. Cowley 


The cauſe of love can never be ię od 
'Tis in a- fate, but in the lover's mind; 


— — wiſh, therefore, madam, is an im- 
poſſibility in nature, I muſt give it againſt you 
entirely, and come to the lady who places wif 
in the firſt-claſs of human bleſſings ; and fays 
ſhe does ſo, becauſe it ſupplies the means of de- 
fending ones ſelf, and of offending others. — 
Now in my opinion what you. have alledged in 
ſavour of this quality, is an argument againſt it, 
becauſe it cannot be commendable to be quick in 
returning afftonts, much leſs to give them un- 
provoked, eſpecially to thoſe who are not in 2 
condition to make an adequate return, — Vit, 
thus applied, may be compared to lightning, 
blaſting whatever it lights upon lt i8 a qua- 
lity, except accompanied with 2 great fund of 
good-nature, the moſt pernicious of all others ts 
ſociety. > 


 LAMARAMA looked a little confounded- at 
bearing the choice ſhe had made fo ſeverely cen- 
fured ; and Ari/to- imagining, perhaps, he had 
exceeded the bounds of politeneſs in what he had 
ſaid, endeavoured to ſoften it by proceeding in 
theſe terms: Iwill not, cried he, ſuppoſe your 
ladyſhip had any other view in what you urged, 
than to make trial whether complaiſance or ſince- 
_ Fity would have the greateſt ſhare in my deci- 
ſion; but, however, as I am here ſet up for 
judge, I think myfelf bound to act with impar- 
tiality, and am therefore obliged to pronounce 
ſentence againſt wr, not only becauſe an ill uſe 
1 | may 
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may be made of it, but becauſe, however harm- 
leſs it may be, it is a very trifling perfection when 
left to itfelf, and is not directed by good ſenſe. — 
It may give a ſudden ſpring to .converſation, and 
enliven, for a moment, but, like all other ſpi- 
rits, immediately evaporates and leaves a certain 


languor behind, as we all juſt now experienced. 

Nowe of us could forbear laughing as he ſpoke 
this, at the rememberance of the reſverie we had 
been in, before he found out this way of making 
us once more thinking beings; we offered 
no interruption, however, but ſuffered him to 


proceed in- his ane W he Gd 2 — 
manner. | | 


as for you, b d he to Lun, with 
an air that expreſſed the deference he is known 
to pay that * I dare believe, before I ſpeaæ, 
that you are ſure of my declaring in favour of 
the choice you ſeem to make of riches before any 
other qualification z I ſay ſeem, for I flatter my- 
ſelf your heart has no connection with your words 
in this point; I ſhall take the liberty, notwith- 


ſtanding, to put you on your guard; againſt a pre- 
judice often (tal to the he falt ſex, by ry 


— of Mr. W r s advice: 


Tale heed, 4 wurd, Alec enn 
Nor be by glit ring ills betray dy, 

Thyſelf for money ! oh, let no man know 
The price of beauty fall'n ſo low; 
What dangers ought} thou nut to dread, 
ii ben love that's blind, is by land fortune l 


Wuzn Spbie fpoke, purſued he, turwing de 
tha lad, F thought the preference e 
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bealth too juſt for any thing that could come 
after ĩt to overthrow. Juvenal's admonition to 
contract our wiſhes, is certainly worthy the re- 


gard of every one. 


6 Forgive the gods the reft ; and be confin'd, 
Jo health of body, and content of mind. 


HEALTH excels all other bleflings, and the 
want of it can be compenſated by nothing but 
content :— No true pleaſure is to be found with- 
out both; but thus much I muſt- ſay, that as 
health does not always bring content with it, 
though. it 4 to do ſo, and content bas the 
power of ſupplying the want of health, the ba- 
lance is on the fide of content, and I muſt there- 
fore decree in favour” of Eupbreſiue, to whoſe 
choice there is no poſſibility of an exception. 


.. Every one to the deciſion of 4ri//o, 
yet he made a very handſome apology to the la- 
dies whom he had been obliged to contradict, 
ſaying, that he propoſed the queſtion merely for 
amuſement, and to quicken a converſation which 


began to grow ſpiritleſs ; and therefore he hoped 
not to be reproached hereafter, for any thing he 


had advanced; proteſting at the ſame time, that 
he had done extreme violence to his inclination, 


in oppoling the ſentiments of ladies, who, tho? 


they had given their opinions ſomewhat too 
haſtily. on the queſtion he propoſed, he was 
ſenſible knew much better than himſelf how to 


have reſolved it. —He concluded with allowing, 


that grandeur, beauty, wit, and riches, were 
all of them things to be defired, and that a ſmall 
portion of them, with health and content, would 
make the perleciion of mortal happiness. 
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Tals reconciled all, and the company con- 
tinued in perfect good-humour during the whole 
time we ſtayed together, which was till near 
twelve. We returned not indeed to that confu- 
ſion of wit, which Ariſts had fo well rallied; 
every one ſpoke in their turn, and ſpake only 
what they had conſidered ; —the converſation 
was lively, but ſerious and improving: I wiſh 
my paper would admit of ſending you the parti» 
culars. — What I have ſaid, however, may, per- 
haps, ſerve to amuſe you, at a time when you 


cannot ſtir abroad, and have ae to — 
you at home. 


Arp now, my dear 3 wiſhing you a 
perpetual round of health and N take 
my leave, and am, with the ſincereſt friendſhips 
Yours, Sc. 
Evenzocms. 
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From Evapne in the country, to her fried in in 
London, giving her a very diverting account of 
the behaviour of a gentleman and lady, who were 


paſſi ps in love util ever having fee each 
other 


Dear 838 - #621 
HE concern you expteſs for my GD 
oo long coop'd up in a little country town, 
very obliging, becauſe I dare pro- 
PAX miſe myſelf the kind things you ſay on 
that occaſion are the dictates of a heart warm in 


my iatereſt. — I ſhould, indeed, have a very fad 
Is | tune 
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time of it here, if it were not for an adventure, 
which has given ſome life to the converſation of 
our gertry, and in which I believe you will find 
ſomething extraordinary enough to divert you, | 
even amidſt that circle of pleaſure with which | 
you are perpetually ſurrounded. 


On my fiſt arrival at **#*#*, I came ac- 


quainted with a young lady called Clelia; as 1 


found her - infinitely more agreeable than any 
other of thoſe who-came to compliment me, and 
indeed much more than I could have expected 
to meet with at ſuch a diſtance from the place, 
which I always looked upon as the only ſeat of 
politeneſs, I was quite charmed with her beha- 
viour, and ſhe appeared no leſs pleaſed with 
mine: We foan grew extremely intimate, yet 
not enough for her to entruſt-me with the ſecret 
of her heart, and it was from others that I firſt 
learned, ſhe had been for a long time deeply in 
love with a gentleman of a neighbouring county, 
whom ſhe had never ſeen, and that he, with as 
little knowledge of her, was at leaſt equally cap- 
tivated. —I will tell you by what means. 


CLELIA has a very pretty genius to poetry, 


which, to amuſe herſelf and friends, ſhe exerciſes 
on every occaſion. —A little copy of verſes ſhe 
had wrote on the innocent ſatisfaction of a rural 
life, happened to be ſhewn to him, and he hav- 
ing a great taſte that way, and written ſeveral 


| good things himſelf, was ſo much charmed with 


the. product of this lady's brain, that he would 
needs employ his muſe in writing a compliment 
on her verſes: This was preſented to her by a 
friend of his who was acquainted with her. — 
The manner of this addreſs ſeemed ſo elegant to 


her, 
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obligation to return it, and, as I ſaid before, 
being extremely fond of ſhewing her intereſt in 
Parnaſſus, ſent him her thanks in heroics for the 
approbation he had teſtified of her poetry : — 
This ſecond proof of her wit and politeneſs, 
drew another epiſtle from him; that, an anſwer 
from her; that, from him again; and fo on 
from one to the other, till, at laſt, what was 
meant only as gallantry, became converted into 
a ſerious admiration; and as others loat them 
ſelyes into love, they wrote themſelves into the 
moſt violent paſhon that I have heard of ſince 
the days of Orcondates and Statira :—He fancies 
her all angel; ſhe conſiders him no leſs than a 
_— : The extravagant. ideas they Have 


of their own,.and as ordinary lovers are impa- 
tient for an interview, theſe are no leſs fearful of 
meeting. There was the other day a great 

horſe- race on the Downs ; — few. perſons. of any 
note for forty miles round were abſent; but Cle-- 
lia, who, tho' before her correſpondence with 
Cleomenes, for ſo he is called, would not for half 
her fortune have been deprived of that pleaſure, 

now could not be prevailed on to go, for fear of 
being ſeen by Cleomenes; and Clomenes, tho his 

own horſe was one that ran, avoided the ſport, - 


leſt he ſhould not be able to conceal himſelf from 
Clela. | x | 


In fine, this Platonic paſſion, with which they 
were mutually inſpired, became the whole talk 
of the country, and as there was no diſparity 
between them, either as to birth or fortune, 
many of the friends on both ſides laboured to 
bring them into ſentiments more like thoſe of 

291 people 


her, that ſhe imagined herſelf under a kind of 


of each other's perfections, render chem diff dent 


„% l re Wen vil. 


people of this world; but all that could be ſaid 
in order to perſuade them to ſee each other was 
ineffectual.— The anſwer that both gave was, 
that they were conſcious of not deſerving that 
eſteem which a diſtant correſpondence had ex- 
cited, and were loth to forfeit it by a nearer ac- 
quaintance. | | 


As Clelia now knows I am in the fecret, I 
take the liberty of rallying her with all the ſeve- 
rity J am capable of, on this caprice. —She takes 
it, however, in good part, and ſhews me all 
the letters ſhe every day receives, with the an- 


ſwers ſhe ſends back. Nothing certainly ever 


was more paſſionate on his ſide, more tender on 
her's : I tell her I would have her change her 
name of Celia into that of Sappho, and that Cleo- 
menes ought to aſſume that of Phaon. 


IcAxxoOr help ſaying, that this is one of the 
prettieſt, as well as moſt innocent amours I ever 
heard of : — Here is all the love, all the gallantry, 
all the amuſement and eclat of the paſſion, with- 
out any of its pains z— both parties are ſatisfied 
and ſecure of their conqueſt ; each is contented 
with the poſſeſſion of the other's heart, and 
ſeems to aim at no farther gratification ; — 80 


little are they of Grup $ opinion. 
When fouls mix 'tis a happineſs, 

But not compleat, till bodies tos combine, 
Aud cloſely as our minds together join: 


But half of heaven the * in plry ft, 


Tull by love in heaven at laſt, 
The bodies tos are pla 


Wuer HER the coldneſs is ends or only 25 
feed, 
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fected, through an exceſs of timidity, I will not, 


however, be poſitive, but a plot is laid to try 
their conſtitutions more effectually, and bring 
them together in ſpite of themſelves.— It will be 
executed in a few days, and as I ſhall be preſent 
at the ſcene, will not fail to give you a particular 
account of the ſucceſs, till when I am, my dear 
Alia, | ; 

5 Yours, &c. 
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From Ev ADNE to MEeLissaA, with the ſequel" of 
the ſtory of CLELIA and CLEOMENES, + 


Dear MEeLissa, $4.7 
N Do not wonder at your impatience to 
know the reſult of an amour ſo ro- 


Rwe who are the denizens of dear St. 
James's have but little idea of thoſe vi 

tranſports : — The lovers who addreſs us are for 
more ſubſtantial joys than thoſe of theory, and 
ſome of us too have been fools enough to be of 
their opinion. — W hat a figure would thefe coun- 
try lovers make in the Mall! They would cer- 
tainly be pointed at as creatures of another ſpe- 


Jikelihood they will grow modern in time, if they 


ſeen and been ſome time in company with each 
other, and I do not find that this interview. has 


may be the overthrow of their Platonic ſyſtem 


9 1 


 - EvADNE> 


cies ; but I can now tell you, that there is ſome 


are not already fo in their hearts. — They have 


been of any prejudice to what we call love, tho? it 


Tre 
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Tu ſtratagem I told you of for that purpoſe? 


was contrived in this manner: A relation of 
4 Clelia's has lately built a fine new houſe, about 
1 five miles from this town; ſome of the apart- 
1 ments being finiſhed, though not yet ſufficiently 
Wl compleated for them to inhabit, the gentleman 
and his wife deſited Clelia, myſelf, and fome other 
friends, to go one day and drink tea there, in 
order, as was pretended, to have our opinion of 
che building :— This requeſt being readily com- 
lied with, we all went on horteback : — The 
ame day a gentleman who was in the ſecret, 
and a great intimate of Cleomenes, made him a 
viſit, and in a careleſs manner as without deſign, 
aſked him to take a ride that afternoon, which 
he having agreed to, the other led him to the 
place where we were: Hers is à handſome houſe 
built here, ſaid he, 1 am acquainted with the owner, 
let us ga in, and ſee it : — With all my heart, re- 
plied Cleumenes: On which they knocked at the 
gate, and Clelia's Kinſman ſeeing them from the 
window, ran down, and perſuaded them to come 
up and drink tea. — The friend of Cleomenes, to 
prevent that ſhy lover from ſuſpecting there was 
any deſign in what he had done, made ſome ex- 
cuſes for the interruption, ſaying, he came only 
to look at the houſe as he was paſſing that way, 
and ſhould not have made ſo abrupt a viſit, had 
he known there was any company chere. 


P 


In fine, they came up, and the ſtranger was 
introduced by his name, which we could per- 
ceive made Clelia give a ſudden ftart, but ap- 
peared much more confounded, when the friend 
of Cleamenes, who it was agreed ſhould do all 
the miſchief, as he could be the leaſt ſuſpected 

of deſign, took an occalion of 3 
* 9 


ErisT. laxviii. for LADIES. 23 


alſo to. her by her name, — The conſternation of 
Cloomenes at hearing it, was, I think, ſuperior; 
to that which Clelia had been in ; but certainly 
never did two people of ſenſe look ſo filly as 
they did: —-Cliomenes, on knowing he was in 
company with his fair correſpondent, was under 
a neceſſity of ſaying ſomething like what he had 
ſo often wrote, and Clelia was no leſs obliged to 
thank him for the many polite addreſſes ſhe had 
received from him.—But, dear Heliſa, I oan 
give you no better idea of the behaviour of them 
both, than by ſaying it was ſome what like that 
celebrated, though more heightened ſcene in the 
play of Grief A-la-made, between lord Hardy and 
lady Charlatte; — as ſometimes the expreſſions 
they made uſe of were crouded and ſcarce intel- 
ligible, at others drawled out, with a long pauſe 
between every ſentence. ; 


NEeveR had I experienced ſo much command 


over myſelf as at this juncture to reſtrain from 
laughing, and I believe each of the company 
was equally embaraſſed, We all kept our 
countenances pretty well, however, and I be- 
lieve neither of the lovers had any ſuſpicion of 
the deceit impoſed on them, 7 


Wr, who were in the plot, have had a 


deal of diverſion about it, though I muſt own it 


might have proved of an unlucky conſequence 


Neither to one or the other of them, if a liki 


of the perſons, had not been mutually anſwer- 


able to that of the mind: but, thank God, no ſuch 


in accident has happened: Cleomenes thinks 
Clelia all that is exquiſite in womankind, and 
Celia allows Cleomenes to be the moſt agreeable 
- the ever ſaw, —I catched her the other day 

28 


ie g ſince this Wurview. and 


_ ditional warmth in the expreſſions of the letters 


both ſides, will ſkortly break out into a mutual 


24 EPISTLES Boox VII. 


as I came upon her unawares, breathing out this 
raphſody, which I know not if ſhe had . 
herſelf, or had read in any of the poets: * 


: Leſs fair are orchards in their ſummer ud, 
Add with trees on ſome clear river's fide: 

Leſs fair are vallies, their green mantles ſpread, 
Or mountains with tall cedars on their gy FO 


being informed of the obliging things ſhe ſays of 
kim; has gained courage enough to intreat her 
n to viſit her, and ſhe, finding an ad- 


Me now receives from him, has conſented to ad- 
mit him. It is not to be doubted that this paſ- 
ſtion ſo violent, and ſo long a time pent up on 


confeſſion, — and then there is no more to do, 
but away to the altar of Hymnen. Till that in- 
eident arrives, none of us dare tell either of 
them how they have been trepann'd into hap- 
— 5 but the detail will ſerve well enough to 

ighten the mirth of a wedding entertainment, 
Adieu, my dear Meliſſa, 


Yours, &c. 


2: „ r 
; ; : ; | 
$3244 F L 
* 
$3 | 4 
; * 
- 1 
522 f 
0 1 
"016-47 $443 
* 
= Wi ee! EIS TIE 
14 


2 
2 
2 

5 


* 
* 2 
. 
1 


ONE. 


LE 


. 8 2 n ES 


EprsT. laxix. for LADIES. 2 
— las ern 4 # Fa 


FARE 
No > gg. 


'S 
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From MIRA to Izzxe, on having received a latter 
am ber, acquaintug. her that ſhe. had been 75 
fronted: by BELINDA,, and teſtifying ber reſo 

Tin of being revenged | on her; the defeg TH of this 

epiſile 15 therefore to di ſaade her from entertaining 
any deſign. of , that, kind, by YAY the amiable- 

' refs of forgiving * 

=; der ines, 4 5 


Join a ! 

e HOWUGH — lbng-is deb 
for obligations my friends confer on 
- — hens et I make the 

more haſte to — yours, becauſe 
{ would not. wiſh you to continue one moment, 
if poſſible, in the humour you ſeem poſſeſſed of 
at preſent, and am apt to flatter myſelf from the 
partial regard you have always treated me with, 


chat what I ſhall-urge to 1 will 


have its nnn weignt. 76 


LA extremely concerned to — Belinda has 
behaved to you in the manner you inform me, 
but am inclined to believe it proceeded rather 
from the too much gaiety, I may ſay the levity 
of her temper, than from any premeditated de- 
ſign to make you uneaſy; and if ſo, ſne becomes 
an object rather of your pity than reſentment, 
as it will in time bring on her the contempt, in- 
ſtead of the admiration, ſhe is ſo ambitious of 
attracting from the world. Vou need not doubt 
but ſne will have her e eggyyr2 

Vol. IL your 
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your contributing towards them: To return 
pique for pique, has ſomething in it beneath 
that greatneſs of mind, I have obſerved in you 
on other occaſions, and ſhould you now be hur- 
ried into it by the dictates of an unruly paſſion, 
I am certain you would be aſhamed of it on re- 
fleftion : — Had you not been prevented from 
ſhewing your reſentment by company coming 
in juſt as the affront was given, you tell me that 
by this time, you ſhould 8 thought no more 
of it, but as things have happe you think 
it juſtice to repay injury with injury.— Indeed, 
my dear, this is a very fallacious way of reaſoning -: 
According to my way of judging, when the injured 
perſon revenges an affrant, he generally proceeds 
too far. Reſentment breeds malice, and ma- 
lice begets cruelty; and when revenge is cruel, 
the firſt offender becames on object of compaſſion, 
In this caſe the tables are turned, and the cenſure 
is transferred to the moſt blameable. This rule 
of judging is reaſonable; for he who ſenſibiy 
a ſight affront, that perhaps was not in- 
' tended, is a record againſt himſelf, when he de- 
fignedly _ it with a greater evil; whereas, 
forgiveneſs fixes the blame on the firſt offender, 
heaps coals of fire on his head, and exalts the ſoul 
to that magnanimity which is the ornament of 
human nature. — The Italians have a proverb 
very much in vogue among them, ; 


Pardmare e da angelo, 
Scardaſi e da beſtia. 
To forgive is like an ungcll. 
To forget is lite a beaſt. 1 
Human nature, as 2 late noble author ob- 
140U — | ſerves, 
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ſerves, is half celgſtial, half terreflial : Its ſhare 
of the heavenly is ſhewn in acts of benevolence 
and mercy; its earthly in thoſe of cruelty, op- 
preſſion, avarice, and other groſs propenſities: 
IIt is the buſineſs of reaſon to cheriſh and im- 
prove the one, and to correct the other as much 
as in us lies; now if we retaliate the offences 
committed againſt us, it is a contradiction -to 
that noble principle, and debaſes ourſelves. —It 
is indeed but a petty miſchief with which you 
threaten Belinda, but perhaps that petty miſchief 
is all in your power, and you would be more 
ſevere, did chance, or her own indiſcretion, 
preſent you with the means :—Be wary there- 
fore, I beſeech you, how you indulge a diſpo- 
ſition ungenerous and unchriſtian; mean in men, 


but moſt unbecoming in our ſex, whoſe charac- 
teriſtic is gentleneſs and ſweetneſs. 


I Do not adviſe you however to adhere. only 
to one part of the proverb above quoted ;—I 
would not urge you to forget, though I would 
have you forgive.—Underitand me rightly on 
this point of not forgetting injuries. I only mean, 
that the remembrance of them is natural, and 
perhaps neceſlary to ſelf-defence, by guarding us 
from the future arts of an adverſary ; but we 
ſhould forget them in a moral ſenſe : we ſhould 
not, on any occaſion, remember them to his hurt. 
There are not many things which to me ap- 
pear more ridiculous, than when people affront 
and quarrel] with each other, and after both par- 
ties have wreaked all their malice, become re- 
conciled- and as good friends as ever, perhaps 
even more fo than before, to ſhew how much 
they can forgive and forget, yet on the firſt oc- 

n break off again, and renew their animo- 
C 2 ſity. 
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ſity.— This I have ſeen happen various times, 
but never without incurring cenſure from the 
ſenſible part of thoſe who are witneſſes of the 
I skovlp be extremely ſorry. to find my dear 
Irene guilty of a levity which would ſo much 
—tarniſh the luſtre of her other amiable qualities. 
k would give me a pain to hear you had put 
it in Belinda s power to uſe you ill a ſecond time 
by converſing with her, equal to that I ſhould 
feel on your perſiſting in your preſent reſolution 
of revenge; both which to avoid, I am confi- 
dent, will afford you the greateſt peace of mind, 
as well as increaſe that love and eſteem you 
have acquired from all who know you truly; 
among whom there can be none more anxious 
for ycur happineſs and reputation, than, 
My dear Irene, 
Yours, ſincerely, 
E 2 MIRA. 
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| EPISTLE LXXX. { 
Frem ASTREA to a lady, on the many unhappy di- 
verſities of opinion in religious matters, occaſiqned 
by the controverſies between divines, 3 


Madam, all DE, 9 
g WENT yeſterday to viſit Lucia, who 
you know has kept her chamber ſome il 
time; I found her in a very ill ſtate of Mt 
health, ſo ill indeed, that her phyſi- 
cians deſpair of her recovery; but the pains _ 3 

| $a i- = 
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diſtemper occaſioned were nothing in compariſon. 
to thoſe | of her mind. I ſhall die, fail ſbe, my 
dear Area, I ſhall die, but if any one ſhould 
alk me in what perſuaſion as to matters of reli- 
gion hall die, it is impoſſible for me to give any 
determined anſwer. I am divided between the 
different ſects, and though I am a chriſtian, 


ies. know not of what church. I then found ſhe had 


been reading books of controverſy, firſt between- 
thoſe of the churches of Rome and Greece; then 
the arguments brought againſt both by the church 

of England, then between that and the D; enters, 
and at laſt between the infinite numbers of 


4 ſects, which not only diſſent from, but oppoſe 


rr. other with the utmoſt Ann I ſaid 
all in my power to perſuade her to continue in 
the faith in which che had been educated, and 
of the purity of which there was no room to 
doubt; but what would my weak arguments 
avail againſt thoſe of ſo many learned men ſhe 
had read, who all ſeemed NO till compared 
with their antagoniſts | — 
Tus, and many other inſtances, I have known 

of the like nature, make me think it would be 
happy for ſome people if they could not read, 
ſince what they indulge in themſelves as a Janda- 
ble curioſity of being inſtructed in the truth, 
often ſerves only to diſtract, inſtead of informing 
the mind. — And, indeed, how ſhould it be 
otherwiſe ? When we find men of equal learn- 
ing and abilities ſo oppoſite to each other in the 
interpretation of the ſacred text, ſo induſtrious 
in ſpreading and propagating their different opi- 
nions, and ſo warm in maintaining them, that 
they are ready to to ſeal it with their blood, how. 
unpoſſible is it for thoſe of leſs capacities to 
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judge which is in the right, or indeed whether 
either are ſo ? 


II is, I fear, in ſome meaſure, to theſe un- 

py diviſions among thoſe who expound the 
| goſpel, that infidelity, a bare-faced abandoned 
inſidelity, through the various ranks of mankind, 
owes its progreſs. —Faith, when it once be- 
comes ed, is in great danger of being en- 
tirely overthrown; and I am ſorry to obſerve 
the enemies of chriſtianity triumph in ſeeing that 
work done for them, by the zeal without know- 
ledge of churchmen, which all their own argu- 
ments would never have been able to accomplith : 
If the houſe which is divided againſt itſelf cannot 
ſtand, we may juſtly be under the ſame appre- 


henſions on the ſcore of religion; but if not alto- 
- gether ſo, it will at leaſt ceaſe to ſhine with that 
luſtre it would do, if its profefiors were more 


- united. 3 | 


Bur as the pure and unmixed doctrines de- 


lirered to us by our Bleſſed Saviour and his 
apoſtles, have been for a long ſucceſſion of years, 


and I fear will ſtill be ſo, wreſted to ſerve the 


particular purpoſes of ambition, oſtentation, or 
an affectation of peculiarity, by ſome miſguided 
zealots, the only way to avoid being led aſtray, 


is to read none of their controverſial writings, 
but apply wholly to the ſcriptures themſelves; 


the plain text will be ſufficient for the conduct of 
our lives both in civil and religious matters, 
without ' endangering the ſanity of our brains, 


with thofe parts which appear too abſtruſe for. 
our own judgment to unfold, and in which we 


can ſo little depend on others for ſatisfaction, 
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] REMEMBER ſome time to have met 
with a little book, which though it carries the 
air of a romance, and is wrote in that ſtyle, con- 
tains a very uſeful allegory on this ſubject. — The 
author, after deſcribing the, moſt beautiful iſland 
that ever was, fituated in ſome part or other of 
that immenſity of waters which lie beyond the 
moon, tells us, that it had been governed for an 
infinite number of ages, by kings of an uninter- 
rupted line, but that male iſſue at laſt failing, 
it became ſubject to a princeſs called Eouaai, the 
only daughter of the laſt monarch, whoſe name 
indeed has lipt my memory; it is, however, of 
little importance to the ftory ; it is enough to ſay. 
he was 2 very good king, and had enjoyed a 
long and happy reign. — When he found his 
diſlolution near, he called his daughter to him, 
and after giving her ſome neceſſary: precepts for 
governing, he took a jewel from his breaſt and 
tixed it upon hers, charging her to preſerve it 
with more care than life, never to truſt it in any 
other hands, and above all never to ſuffer her 
curioſity to explore what was contained in it. 
While, ſaid he, you preſerve this precious gift 
delivered by the gods themſelves, you, and the 
people you are born to rule, will be perfectly 
happy; but if once you part from it, or let it be 
pryed into by any inquiſitive eyes, you, and all 
under you, will be accurſed; woes beyond a 
name will fall upon you, and every kind of 
plague be the portion of this devoted iſland. The 
princeſs promiſed an entire obſervance of his 
commands, and of this in particular. 


Fox ſome years after his death ſhe was punch, 
tual in obeying his commands, but one unhappy 
day, being alone in a fine grotto which over- 

C4 looked 
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looked the ſea, ſne began to wonder within her- 
telf what extraordinary virtue could be lodged in 
io ſmall a compaſs as that jewel, ſhe having 
many others of a greater magnitude and luſtre, 
concerning which her father had not given her 
the leaſt charge, and was tempted to think the 
value he had ſet upon it, was owing merely to 
the ſuperſtition of old age; ſhe thought at leaſt 
there could be no harm in examining it, as 
ſhe would not preſume to break open, or any 
way demoliſh it, fo took it off her breaſt and 


turned it on every fide to try if ſhe could diſ- 


cover any thing particular in it; but ſaw nothing 
more than what ſhe might diſcern at a much 
greater diſtance, that it was a pretty large ſtone, 
environed with ſeveral others of a leſs fize ; — 
Well, cr:ed ſhe to herſelf peevifhly, what can this 
mighty myſtery be? — My father told me, it 
was a preſent from the gods ; ſurely the gods do 


not deal in riddles with mankind ; but if they 
do, I ſhould think it rather a merit than a crime 


to endeavour to explain their meaning: In ſpeak- 
ing theſe words, the ſtone in the middle dropt 
out, and left the foſſet empty; ſurprized, ſhe 


ſtooped to take it up, but a little bird which had 


been hopping about the grotto, caught it in his 
bill, and immediately ſoared with it out of fight: 
In vain ſhe ſcreamed, —in vain ſhe purſued the 
winged robber with her eyes, in hopes of ſeeing 
it fall where ſhe might find it ; ſhe ſoon loſt fight 
both of him and the prize he had deprived her 
of : She then repented what ſhe had done, 
though only fur _— diſobeyed the laſt com- 
mands of her father; but ſoon ſhe found conſe- 
quences more direful than could have ever en- 


tered into her imagination. — The pure and un- 


clouded ſky grew on a fudden black and borrid, 
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ſcarce any light remained but what was given 
by blazing ſheets of elemental fire, which ſhot 
with amazing rapidity through the gloom, ac- 
companied with claps of thunder fo loud and 
violent, they ſeemed to ſhake the baſis of the 
earth, and bring on a ſecond chaos. 


I ar forgot to tell you, that in this iſland, 
no ſuch thing had ever been known before, not 
even the winds had leave to blow upon it too 


roughly, and only gentle Zephirs wafted, from field 


to field, the various odours of an eternal ſpring;— 
how terrible then muſt ſuch a phœnomenon be 
to the unhappy Eovaai and her people] But this 
was only the beginning of misfortunes, —all that 
the old king had prognoſticated ſoon after en- 
ſued. — Plagues followed plagues, war, famine, 
deſolating peſtilence, everydeſtroying . pour- 
ed out his phial of wrath upon them: Inteſtine 
jars bred ſedition the people, which at 
length broke into rebellion; the queen 
was driven from her palace, all was in confu- 


ſion, and this once bleſt, this envied ſpot of 


earth, reduced to the utmoſt miſery and con- 
tempt. ö 


THz various incidents of Fevaai's calamities 
take up the whole book, but I have told you in 
few words the allegory, which I believe you will 


find no difficulty in explaining. 


PEOPLE that enquire too deeply into the myÞ- 
teries of religion, will always themſelves 
bewildered ; -- the ſpeculation is above the reach 
of human reaſon even in the ſtrongeſt heads, 
and when attempted by the more weak, is ſure 


to bring on the moſt fearful deſtraction of ideas. 


C5 Humbly 
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ſo much their account in it, that it is nat to be 


we ſhould find ſo many of deep heads and ſhal- 
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Humbly to believe what we are taught in youth, 
and for the ſupport of which we have internal as 
well as external arguments, is the ſureſt means 
of enjoying peace of mind in age, and will be 

———— the hour of death. 
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Ir we look into the world, either through the 
retroſpect of hiſtory, or as preſent obſervation 
ſhews it to us, we ſhall find, that difference in 
religion, or the difference of pretences to it, 
have been the chief cauſe or excuſe for a variety 
of crimes, as the humorous poet Hudibrus juſtly 
11 | 


: dreadful termagant, 
- That teathes ſaints to tear and rant; 
Turns meek and ſneaking ſecret ones 
To raw heads fierce and bloody _— 
— not content with endleſs qua 

the wicked and — 3 
Gidelines f or want of Guelphs, 
Dover their — upon themſelves. 


Tux firſt broachers of any new opinion find 


wondered at, in an age where the faireſt pro- 
feſſions of zeal for the true deity are frequeritly 
made the cover of a ſecret idolatry to Mammon, 


low pockets, endeavour to make their own ad- 
vantage of the credulous and more ignorant, 


CurrosiTyY is, no doubt, one of the moſt 
darling propenſities of human nature, and indeed 
ought, in ſome caſes, to be encouraged, as it is 
only another word for a defire of knowledge. — 
Without it, all improvement in the arts and 
{ciences 
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ſciences would ceaſe; — nature, which every day 
teems with freſh wonders for the ſpeculative 
mind, in vain would ſpread her unexhauſted 
ſtores; — the beauty and the uſe of her various 
productions loſt, and we ſhould be guilty of an 
ungrateful neglect to the Almighty Diſpenſer of 
thoſe bleſſings. — Here is ſufficient to exerciſe” 
the inquiſitive faculty; here the ſearch is equal- 
ly commendable as pleafing; why then ſhould 
we not be content with theſe ſubjects, without” 
prying into things that are forbidden, and in 
which our utmoſt ſcrutiny ſerves only to plunge 
us into the more uncertainty. | 


YET I have heard many people boaſt of this 
enquiring diſpoſition as to matters of religion. 
Shall I believe this or that, ſay they, becauſe ſuch 
a one, or ſuch a one, has maintained it for a 
truth !—No, I will examine all, make myſelf 
acquainted with every different opinion, and 
then chuſe, and abide by that which I find right. 
This would be extremely juſt, 1 grant, could 
any one be certain he were able, among this 
diverſity, to chuſe the right. Reaſon will in- 
form him, he will tell you; alas, how weak is 
reaſon in this point? how little to be depended 
on, how apt to be mifled, and how often are 
they who imagine themfelves moſt —— from pre 
judice, entirely governed by it? Mr. Dryden, in 
his Rubgis Las has — fine lines on the 
unbecility of human reaſon. | 

Dim as the borrow d beams of moons and flars © 

To lonely, weary, wand ring travellers, | 
{1 Ie reaſon to the ſoul ; and as on high, 

| rolling fires diſcover but the ſky, . 
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Mot hght us here, fo reaſon's glimm ring ray 
M az leut, nat to aſſure our doubtful way, © * 
But guide us d to a better day. © 
And as thoſe nightly tapers diſappear, 
When day's bright lord aſcends our hemiſphere ; 
Sa pale grows reaſon at religion's fight, 
Sa dies, and fo diſſalues in ſupernat ral light. 


Curi1osITyY, as I before obſerved, is a praiſe- 
worthy emotion of the mind, when it ſignifies a 
thirſt after knowledge, and is directed to proper 
objects; but when miſapplied, is the moſt dan- 
gerous of any; we know not to what lengths it 
may excite us, even in things of infinitely leſs 
conſequence than that of religion; but in mere 
points of ſpeculative and polemic divinity, the 
unlearned ſhould not indulge it, leſt they be in- 
ſenſibly led into enthuſiaſm or ſuperſtition; ex- 
treams oppolite to the ſpirit of true religion, pro- 
ductive of ſpiritual pride or abject fear, and pro- 
feſſed enemies to a meek or chearful mind, on 
_ of which our happineſs ſo principally de- 
pends. 7 bd vio 


I BELIEVE it ſuperfluous to make any apology: 
for ſo long a letter, becauſe you have often de- 
_ fired I would give you my ſentiments freely on- 
this occaſion, and poor Lacia's condition re- 
minding me of the promiſe I then gave of com- 
plying with your commands, I took the firſt op- 
portunity of ſulfilling it.— I am ſenſible I have 
left many arguments unurged which the ſubject 
might. furniſh, but I was apprehenſive of be- 
coming too tedious, and beſides know your own 
good ſenſe will eaſily ſupply whatever I have been 
deficient in. I am-with due reſpect, madam, 

Your obedient ſervant, 

As TREA. 


EPISTLE LXXXI. 


From SOPHRONIA fo a gentleman, who having 
received ſome diſappointments in liſe, could not 


erbear teſtifying an unbecoming impatience at 
— — baſeneſs of mankind, | 
8TR, <4 


HOUGH you have no friend more 
truly concerned for thoſe repeated diſ- 
| appointments you have met with than 
myſelf, yet I muſt own I am much 
more concerned to find with 'how little temper 
you ſuſtain them ; and as I had not the oppor- 
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ments to you, think it the duty of friendſhip to 
lay hold on the firſt that offered, to uſe my poor 
endeavours, at leaſt, to call you back to your 
former ſelf, by reminding you how unworthy it 
is of that philoſophy you profeſs, to ſuffer an un- 


have not a ſufficient ſtock of reſignation to the 
Divine Will, to look upon all aMictions as per- 
mitted or directed by the ſame unerring wiſdom 
from whence bleſſings proceed, conſider them 
at leaſt as unavoidable ; and that impatience and 
repining always renders them worſe, never bet- 
ter.— For all events either there is, or is not, a 
remedy; if the former, prudence demands we 
ſhould attempt it; if the latter, the fame pru- 
dence ſhould teach us to think as little as poſſible 
of it. Croſs accidents are common to all men, 
more or Jefs, and in well ſupporting them con- 
fits the dignity ef a rational being. — An 3 
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tunity laſt night of communicating my ſenti- 


availing paſſion to triumph over reaſon. —If you 
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will be froward and peeviſh when any thing . 3 4 


a to thwart its little fancy, but * 
inform us that- we muſt not expect to be 4g = 
moured in every thing. I am 5a to hear 
people cry out, that this or that is not to be 
borne, when we all know that what heaven 
decrees, without whoſe will nothing comes to ⁵ 
paſs, muſt be borne; and all our murmuring at: 
our fate ſerves only to render it more grievous, ⁶⁵⁶ 
as a flave in ſtruggling” with his chains, adds 
pain to impriſonment, 2 
WIII example influence, let any one who 
2 under any diſappointment, turn their 
upon Learchus . Learchus in his infancy, 

baſe! y defrauded of an ample patrimony, and 
| 3 riper years put him in a condition to at- 
empt the recovery of his rights, deceived and 
— by thoſe he moſt confided in for redreſs; 
— The darling object of his moſt early withes, 
the beautiful Cleora, torn from his — and 
given to another: Every expectation fruſtrated, i 
every aim impeded. The butt, at which ad- 
verſe fortune ſeems to have darted her whole 
quiver of envenomed arrows; yet with how 


equal, how ſerene a mind, does he ſupport 
them all? How does his fortitude riſe ſuperior 
to every ill, above uttering either reproaches or 
complaints 115 


LzT me conjure you, fir, to imitate a virtue 
you have ſo often praiſed, and which is ſo juſtly 
revered by all good men.—KReligion, philoſo- 
phy, and even ſelf- love, unyte to bid us exert all 
the nobler, and more. diſcreet emotions of the 
ſoul, to — my the OP — and Z 
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I KNOW you have not had the beſt ſucceſs in 
your moſt laudable attempts; I know you have 
much wherewith to accuſe the injuſtice of man- 
kind: But conſider we live not in an age where 
either virtue or good ſenſe has any plea for fa- 
vour or protection. Were you to purſue con- 
trary methods to thoſe you bave made choice of, 

ou would doubtleſs have more ſucceſs ; but that 
I hope, nay, dare anſwer for, you will never 
do. If therefore you have been ill treated by the 
world, let it be your comfort that you have not 
deſerved it. Your heart bears witneſs that the 
proſpect of private advantage could not tempt you 
to join with your principal oppreſſor in his 
ſchemes of oppreſſing others. You have per- 
haps loft of of favour from him by your 
refuſal ; but go on; be bold in aſſerting the cauſe 
of honour and virtue; and if your adverſaries have 
not wiſdom enough at preſent to ſee their crime, 
they will one day feel it in the ſevereſt manner. 
— The generality of mankind only know you 
have been unhappy in your purſuits, but are en- 
tirely ignorant that you are ſo, merely becauſe 
ou have too much honeſty to conceive, much 
eſs to join in any ſcheme for aggrandizing a few, 
to the prejudice of the whole. — Pity, therefore, 
rather than be angry at the folly of the miſguided 
multitude, who go with the current, which way 
ſoever it carries them; be ſatisfyed with living 
an inactive life, ſince thoſe you wiſh to ſerve, 
chuſe not to be ſerved by you, but rather take 
part with your, and their own enemies, in bar- 
ring you from all the means of rendering your 
virtues or your abilities' conſpicuous. 


\ 


Bur you ſeem not to lay the ſtreſs of your 
diſquiet ſo much on your having loſt a ſeat in 
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baving heard from you in three ſucceſſive poſts, 


6 Friss TIE bon VI 


parliament, or that of your cauſe in N gſiminſter- 


Hall, though deprived of ſo conſiderable a part 


of your eſtate by it, or on the diſappointment of 
that poſt of honour you have ſo long ſollicited, 
and been made to expect, as on the time you 
have waſted in theſe purſuits, and the triumphs 
our ill ſucceſs affords to your enemies, —Alas | 
bir, the two Jatter are but the conſequences of 
the former, and a moment's cool reflection will 
tell you, that you ought rather to make the beſt 
you can of future time, than regret the 
paſt ; and that if your enemies rejoyce in thoſe 


misfortunes which were unavoidable, they will 


have yet more cauſe to do ſo, when they find 
you bring others on yourſelf by giving way to 
fruitleſs diſcontent. : 


PARDON the freedom of theſe remonſtrances, 
as they flow from a heart full with good wiſhes 
for your welfare, —I am, Sir, 

Yours, c. 
SOPHRONIA, 
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EPISTLE LXXXIL 


From MIRANDA at Windſor, to PANTHEA at 
Paris, expreſſmg her unea/meſs at not having 
heard from her, and earneſtly entreating her ta 
write, 
A dear PANTHEA, 


af HAVE juſt now found out that hu- 
man nature is extremely partial and 
ſeliſh, if not greatly corrected by 
reaſon, —I have ſadly lamented not 
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and to my ſhame muſt own, that at firſt I wiſhed: 


rather to attribute your ſilence to any thing than 
want of friendſhip; but when I reflected more 
deliberately, I retracted the narrow and intereſted 
ambition, and bluſhed to think of how little con- 
ſequence my peace of mind was in competition 


TT with a thouſand accidents, which might happen 


to yourſelf, and oblige you to forget a perſon, no 
otherwiſe worthy the favours you have honoured 


me with, than by the fincere and grateful ſenſe 


] have of them. 


Ox line aſſuring me you are in health, and 
that nothing has fallen out of ill to you, 
will now make me perfectly eaſy :—You ſee how 
humble I am grown, —a month ago I ſhould 


| have complained to have ſeen , your name ſub- 


ſcribed at the bottom of a folio ſheet, now even 
the quarter part of a duodecimo would content me, 
— ſee what it is to be ſtarved. —I rioted in the 
plenitude of your wit and good-nature, but being 
lo long deprived of any part will make me thank- 


ſul for the ſmalleſt crumbs which fall from that 


abundance you pour forth to others. 


I rLATTER myſelf, however, you will not 
take me at my word, and that when you do 
write, your letter will be copious enough to 
make atonement for all paſt omiſſions, which 
as I have calculated cannot be leſs than three 


whole ſheets of the largeſt imperial paper Paris 
can ſupply you with. 


I Have no news to acquaint you with, but 
that we are like to have ſo bad a neighbour, that 
I ſhall be obliged to leave Windſor. 


Tan 
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JAM ſinking into my own ſelfiſh views again; 
— but though I know it highly unreaſonable to 
deſire you ſhould devote ſo much of your time in 
a place where you might employ it in much 
more agreeable amuſements, yet I know you 
well enough to know nothing is fo pleaſing to 
yourſelf as to pleaſe others, and in that conh- 

nce depend on my requeſt being granted, ſince 

am certain you alſo know that the continual 


aſſurances of your friendſhip make the greateſt 


happineſs of, my dear Panthea, 
Yours, Sc. 


Mir AN DA. 


"WES ©; 
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EPISTLE LXXXIII. 


From MIRANDA to PANTHEA, wrote the ſame 
day with the foregoing, on account of having, af 
ter her ſending it to the poſt, received two letters 
from her, which had lain at the office in Calais, 
by reaſon of the mail being detafned. 12 


My dear PA TnEA , 


I OU will receive from me both an 
—16SN accuſation and recantation at the ſame 
time ; the former, I but thought, I 
had reaſon; to make the latter, I 
am /ure IJ have.—I did not, alas! 
conlider the ocean was between us, nor that the 
quarrels of princes interfered with our friendſhip, 
and might poſhbly prevent my PR; the 
aſſurances of it ſo ſoon as I expected. —I had 
juſt ſent mine to the poſt when yours was brought 
me, and by their dates perceived the error I was 
in.— I could not bear you ſhould ſee the raſh 
judement I had paſled, without, at the ſame 
time, ſeeing I was convinced, and aſhamed of 
it: —But I ſhall leave my tranſgreflion to be 
excuſed by the motive, if, as the poet ſays, 
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80 will thoſe of friendſhip alſo be, "FUE it is 
mutual ; I ſhall —— reſt ſatisfied till your 
next takes away all room for doubt. 


I THANK you for the agreeable account you 
give me: The ſtory is very entertaining, but 
you have the happy talent of rendering every 


\. thing ſo you treat upon. —T have no time to ex- 


patiate on the beauties of it, nor indeed to con- 
fider them as I ought: I fear being too late for 
the poſt, and can only tell you that I am, with 


| the moſt unfeigned regard, my dear Panthea, 


Yours, Sc. 
MinAnpä. 


EPISTLE LXXXIV. 


From SOPHRONIA fo MARCIA, who being diſ- 
appointed of ſeting her ſo ſoon as ſhe aaa, had 
agſired ſbe 2 — ſend ets or 3 


Dar MaRcIA, 


© T is a ſad thing to have out-ieed ones 
credit, — My laſt gave you all the aſ- 
ſurances that words could form, of my 


tunate buſineſs I have at preſent on my hands 


mall be diſpatched ;—yet that was not ſufficient, 
you require me to ſend my daughter, and tell 
me you ſhall then be certain of my coming to 
conduct her home; which is only a genteel man- 
ner of letting me know my word is not to be re- 


3 Indeed, I think, I 


ought 
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ought to remember I am deſcended from the an- 
cient Britons, and reſent, in the manner my an- 


ceſtors would have done, the not being believed 
without an hoſtage. — But times are changed, 
and the faſhions of mind alter as well as thoſe of 
dreſs, —T find I have not courage to refuſe you 


any thing. —W hatever you enjoin mult be grant- 
ed: — The pledge you demand ſets out to- mor- 
row in the ſtage-coach, — She will have the ho- 
nour to deliver you this mark of my ſubmiſſion, 
alſo the purchaſe of tea you deſired I would 
make for you, and the 1 Won you left behind 


in n 


As for any freſh intelligence I have none, 
except one thing I am ſure you will be ſorry to 
hear,— Mr. ** has reſigned his office, and 
this event at preſent engroſſes the converſation of 
the town; various cenſures are paſſed on it, 
{ome applaud, and others blame his reſolution 
thoſe who do the latter, tho' they cannot me 


laying wats Acafto in the play, 


| n—— ted times, 


The poſt of honour is a private ation ; 


Yet they alledge, that a perſon ſo eminent for 
his wiſdom, integrity, and every other virtue 
and great qualification, ſhould not have with- 
draun himſelf: from public affairs, when there 
was ſo much occaſion for his preſence as a check 
to = licentious deſigns of bold and venal men 
in office, 


OTHERs again will tell you, that he * acted 
a truly wiſe and noble part; that it would have 
deen inconſiſtent with his character to have — 
EEE) tinu 
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tinued auy longer a member of that body with 
whom he could not join, and whoſe councils 
being governed by majority, it would be vain 
for him to oppoſe; and where poſſibly ſome things 
hereafter might be done, in which, tho' inno- 
cent, LY bear part of the blame when can- 
vaſſed by poſterity. 


Alx, however, agree, all I mean who have 
no ſhare in the corruption of the times, that 
things muſt be very deſparate indeed, when ſuch 
A man chuſes to quit the ſcene of action he has 
always lived in, and 6 4 thoſe great talents in 
obſcurity, which he finds of no weight to ſtem 
the tide of over- bearing vice. | 


For my own part, I cannot help thinking 
that this action mult open the eyes of all who are 
not wilfully blind to the real fituation of our 
public affairs, and enable them to examine in- 
to the conduct of the managers with more care 
than they have done for ſome years paſt, as well 
as ſhew them how dangerous it is, to take things 
upon the-credit of an artful harrangue, or a well 
penned pamphlet. | 


Bur no more on this ſubject till we meet, 
which I flatter myſelf will be ſomething ſooner 
than was propoſed when I wrote laſt to you. 
* lawyer has juſt now aſſured me, my buſineſs 
will be decided the firſt week in term, and if ſo, 
farewell for a time to this noiſy, buſy, buſtling, 
fooliſh town. — ſhall leave the fire- Works to 
thoſe who like the glare, and fly to my dear 
Mara, in whole ſociety, amidſt the blooming 
ſweets the approaching ſeaſon promiſes, I doubt 
not to enjoy more ſolid happineſs, than all the 


gaudy 


F 7 S F M 


8 S S R à 


eiae i 


= EE 


Eris r. box. for LADIES. 47 


gaudy expenſive rejoycings for the peace can afford 
thoſe who are mott eager to partake of them. 
Till when believe me, with the moſt Perſect | 
amity, my dear Marca, 

Yours, &c. 


SOPHRONIA, 


EPISTLE LXXXV. 


From Mix A to her neice, on the manner in which 
He ought to confer favours. 


0 _ neice, 
WAS 1 at the ac- 
count Matilda gave me genes 
rous benefattion to the . and 
unfortunate Mrs, , but my ſatisfac- 
tion had yet been more compleat, had I received 
it from any other mouth than that of one who 
had it from yourſelf, — The bounties we beſtow 
do honour to ourſelves, and therefore ſhould ne- 
ver be reported by ourſelves. ——Nay, it behoves 
us to ſilence, as much as is in our power, the 
ons of the receiver, far which reaſon I 
chuſe to convey my donations by an un- 

known hand, eſpecially if the object of my 
compaſſion had been born and hred in a ſitua- 
tion ſuperior to obligations of that nature.—Tt 
requires the utmoſt caution and delicacy of be- 
Raviour, when we appear in ſuch a caſe, to avoid 
at | rw pain than pleaſure to the perſon 
Id ſerve. - An ungtacious manner of 
conferring, a favour deſtroys great part of it's me- 
rity 11 — certain gall, which „ 


ſoms, but cannot be ſo when intruſted to ano- 
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the comforts it is intended to beſtow. An un- 

ious manner in offering relief to an unhappy 
perſon of tolerable education, ſinks him in his 
own opinion and makes him ſuſpect that he is 
contemptible in the eyes of his benefactor; 


though neceſſity tempts him to accept the gift, 
yet he is ſenſible that there was not true com- 
| paſſion in the giver, and is ſhocked at being 


| .obliged. Indeed favours conferred in this 


manner, ſeem to flow rather from oſtentation 


than charity. This is, my dear, à meanneſs of 


ſpirit which I am fo far from ſuſpecting in you, 
that I know you utterly incapable of it: I am 
certain you endeavoured to diffipate the confu- 
ſion ſhe muſt neceſſarily be involved in, by ex- 
preſſions altogether obliging and polite; - and 
that your very looks, as well: as watds, were ſo 


turned, as to convince her that you were doin 
yourſelf the greateſt pleaſure :— All this I make 
not the leaſt doubt of, yet am a little concerned 


for your ſake, that you mentioned any thing of 5 


the affair to Matilda. — She told it me; —ſhle 


may tell it to others alſo, — they may repeat it 
till it comes round to Mrs, * ** herſelf, and 
then how greatly will the value of the obligation 
you have conferred, be diminiſned.— This, in- 
deed, may not happen, and I hope it will not? 
but in things of this kind, where the peace of 
mind in a perſon whom e wiſh well is liable to 
be affected, we ſhould leave nothing to chance: 
We are {ure of the ſecret while in our own bo- 


ther; I therefore take the liberty which friend- 
ſhip, conſanguinity, and the experience of more 
years entitles me to, of reminding you, that true 
generoſity requires we ſhould be ſo far from 
ing any notice of the favours . 

| . at 
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that we ought to loſe the memory of them our- 
ſelves. There is nothing more common, than 
to hear people inveigh againſt the ingratitude of 
thoſe they have ſome way or other obliged ; but if 
we examine into the motives which induced them 
to do the good offices they ſo much boaſt of, per- 
haps we ſhould not find they had fo much reaſon to 
complain. — There are many inſtances in which 
the diuar deſerves little thanks from the receiver, 
but I thall take notice of only two, — the one 
where we expect an implicit and eternal ſubmiſ- 


ion in requital for the favours beſtowed, and 


look on the perſon we have obliged as flaves 
purchaſed with our money; — the other, where 
what is done, is done merely with the viewof mag- 
ning ourſelves in the eyes of the world. I never 
near accuſations of this nature, without being 
put in mind of that genteel, but ſevere repri- 
mand, Henry IV. of France gave to one of his 
c2nerals, who had ſpoke too largely of the ſer- 
vices he had rendered him, which was this, 


aus ſaltvex mes etat, j̃ aime a le publier : 
Mais quand je men ſouuiens, vous devez Poblier, 


I F1xD, my dear, whoever has any other pro- 
ſpect in the beſtowing a favour, than that of ſer- 
ving the perſon on whom it is beſtowed, does no 
tavdur at all, that demands much gratitude from 
tae receiver.—The- act ought to be pure and 
imple, unmixed with any conſiderations of ſelf - 
gratification, farther than that of the pleaſure 
wiich flows in a generous foul on having the 


power of being ſerviceable to our fellow-crea- 
tures, | 


Trar 2 may always be bleſt with that 
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power and inclination, is the with and hope of, 
my dear neice, 

Your truly affectionate aunt, 

MIRA. 


EPISTLE LXXXVI. 


From BELLIZA to ARAMINTA, ſeverely reprov- 
mg her for encouraging the addreſſes of a gentle- 
man whim fhe loved, but who was every way an 
improper match for her, and muſt infaliibly be 
runed if be perſiſted in bis preſent intreaties, 


Ay once mucb-valued ARAMINTA, 
AM extremely ſorry my long abſence 


from town has kept from me an affair 
S which, had I known earlier, I flatter 
2 myſelf the advice I am now about to 
give, might have had more weight. —Yes, Ara- 
minta, it is with an equal ſhare of ſurprize and 
grief, I hear of the tender intercourſe carried on 
between you and Miramont; that he ſhould de- 
clare a paſſion for you, and that you ſhould en- 
courage that paſſion, are things ſo little expected 
from either of you, that without being convinced 
by the moſt undeniable proofs, would never have 
gained credit with me. — Good heaven ! Is it by 

ielding to the ſoft impulſe of an inconſiderate 
fre; that he hopes to retrieve the misfortunes of 
his family? And is this the effect of that ge- 
nerous pity I have heard you teſtify for the injuries 
he ſuſtains, to put it out of his power ever to 
ſurmount them? O Araminta, Araminta, J am 
ſhocked, I am. confounded at ſuch a falling-off 
from 
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from reaſon in two perſons, of whoſe capacities 
J had the higheſt idea; — yet, if not too late, let 
me conjure you by all the teſtimonies you have 
received of my unfeigned regard, to conſider 
what you are about, — withdraw in time from 
the precipice, norplunge yourſelf and him youpre- 
tend to love, into an abyſs of ruin, from which, 
when once funk, neither of you muſt hope to 
riſe again. 


Bur you, it ſeems, pretend, cat hough both 
fired with an equal degree of paſſion, he neither 
preſſes nor would you conſent that the ceremon 

of marriage ..tould be compleated till his affairs 
were ſettled, and he is in poſſeſſion of his eſtate: 
How romantic, how ridiculous is this! Can 


either he or you imagine thoſe wretches who took 


the advantage of ſome ſmall incumbrances he 
was left involved in, to ſtrip him in his infan 

of that vaſt 1 which is his due ſtill, 
will refound their unjuſt acquiſition, and in meer 
compaſſion to your mutual love, give back his 
rights? Do they not rather rejoice, that by 
this fatal flame he is deprived of the only means 
of doing himſelf juſtice, that of marrying into a 
family whoſe wealth and intereſt might enable 


him to call them to an account for what they 
have done ? 


I wonDER not at your loving the accompliſh'd 
Miramont, he doubtleſs: is ſuch as might juſti 


the moſt warm affection; nor do I think it 


ſtrange he ſhould find enough in you to excite 
the extremeſt tenderneſs in his youthful heart; 
but reaſon, and a due conſideration of that in- 
diſſoluble bar fortune has thrown between you, 
ought to have checked in both the ſoft emotion. 


D 2 Victoria 
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Victoria languiſhes to throw her immenſe for- 
tune at his feet, her father would gladly uſe all 
his influence and power to obtain reſtitution for 
the injured youth, if he were once become his 


lon: The fair, the virtuous, the high-born 


Amelia, ſighs to find the overtures made to him, 
by her brother, on her ſcore, have had ſo little 
effect: Either of theſe ladies, you are ſenſible, 
might render him in a condition to cope with 
his bitter adverſaries, and can you take the ad- 
vantage pattial fancy gives you over them in his 
eſteem? Say, you love, can you wiſh him to 
ſorego all the glorious proſpects ſuch alliances 
afford him? — Does the vanity of triumphing 
over your fair and opulent rivals prevail above 
the generous ſenſe you ought to have of his in- 
juries and misfortunes ; nay, of the unhappy ten- 
derneſs he has for you, 


| Can any one look on it as a proof of true 
affection, that you chuſe rather to fee him linger 
out a life uſeleſs to his country, and inglorious 
to himſelf, in a vain adoration of your charms, 


than to have him ſhine in the honours to which 


he is born with ony other woman ?—A truly no- 
ble perſon conſults the intereſt of the beloved 
object; and were you ſuch, you would endea- 
vour to render yourſelf leſs amiable than you 
are, inſtead of heightening, as I am told you 
'do, by art, the graces you have received from 
nature :—Y ou would fly his preſence, not court 
his viſits; you would do every thing in your 


—_ 
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power to damp ſo pernicious a flame, not add 


ſewel to it, by repeated declarations of ſeducing 
love. | 


1 Au very ſcafible how ill you will reliſh my 


ſpeaking | | 
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ſeaking in fo free a manner, but I am no leſs 
excited to do ſo by my friendſhip for you, than 
by that reſpeCt which is owing to the great merits 
of Miramont; and the impatience every honeſt 
heart muſt feel at the cruel uſage he has ſuſtained : 
—You may, to my knowledge, marry with a 
perſon of your own condition, and make a figure 
in the world ſuitable to your birth and fortune; 
whereas, by encouraging the addreſs of a perſon, 
ſo much your ſuperior by birth, yet determining 
not to ſolemnize the nuptials till he recovers his 
eſtate, and can ſupport the grandeur of an illuſ- 
trious family, which your alliance will rather 
prevent than further, this renders both yourſelf 
and him the ſport of fortune, and a theme cf 
ridicule to all who know it. 


THe romantic deluſion with which you both 
are at preſent fo powerfully poſſeſſed, doubtleſs 
tells you, it is heroic to ſuffer every-thing for 
each other's ſake, and condemn yourſelves to 
an eternal celebacy, rather than attempt to break 
the chains which love has caſt about your 


hearts; but, Araminta, a few years hence, when 


decaying paſſion on the one fide, and faded 
beauty on the other, make it too Jate to retrieve 
the time you have loſt, will certainly convince 
both of the unhappy infatuation, and each will 
equally reproach the cauſe of their undoing. — 
Miramont indeed, will have the moſt reaſon to 
do ſo, when he reflects, that by an ill-judged 
paſſion he has loſt the efteem of all his friends, 
all hopes of affiſtance, or even compaſſion from 


the world; and being the laſt of a moſt noble 


family, muſt die unbleſt with heirs, and leave 
his enemies in an undiſturbed poſſeſſion of an 
eſtate, to which they bave no right. 
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Id DpEED, I am ſo angry at your behaviour, 
that I give myſelf no pain how much you may 
be diſconcerted at theſe remonſtrances; the more 
Ringing they are, the more they are likely to 

uce the effect I with :—T ſhould rejoice that 
11 any thing I fay ſhould carry conviction with it, 
and be of force to bring you back to that good 
ſenſe you once were miſtreſs of, that I may, 
without forfeiting my own, continue to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, your dear friend, 


BELLIZ A. 
Dre 


EPISTLE LXXXVII. 


Frem HIILARIA t CL ro, on the doctrine of Py- 
HA OCORAS, and the fondneſs ſome people ſhew 
to animals, while thoſe of their own ſpecies ars 

neg lected. | | 


eg AM always perſecuting my dear Clia, 
for the ſolution of ſome unpertinent 
doubt or other hatched in my own pro- 
lific noddle : —T heartily wiſh you had 
more vanity than you have; for then I ſhould 
| be ſure you would pardon the trouble for the ſake 
of the compliment to your underſtanding ;. but 
as that is not the caſe, I muſt depend entirely on 
your good nature: — You muſt know, I have 
beak puzzling my brain all laſt night, about the 
tenets of Pythagoras, and. cannot help thinking, 
that, as much as his philoſophy ſeems to be ex- 
ploded, there are a great many of all degrees of 
people who really believe them: To what other 
reaſon can be affigned the immoderate fondneſs 
we frequently ſee thewn to ſeveral kinds of 8 
| | mals, 
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mals, than to a belief in thoſe who treat them 


' with it, that when once the being they now wear 


ſhall be ſhaken off, they ſhall immediately be 
tranſmigrated into ſome. one or other of thoſe 
creatures? —Would the inconſtant Belinda be fo 
conſtant in her friendſhip to her little lap- dog 
Veni, if ſhe did not think whenever ſhe ceaſes to 
flaunt it in the mall upon two legs, ſhe ſhall, 
like him, run by the hoop of fome new. belle 
upon four? —Would Camus ſee, without con- 
cern, thouſands of the ſpecies he now is of, pe- 
riſh miſerably, yet take ſo much care his favourite 
bear ſhould want for nothing, if he had not a 
notion of being one day a bear himſelf ? Would 
Clara keep ſervants and a table for the entertain- 
ment of diſtreſſed cats, yet turn the needy of her 
kind from her door, unpitied, unrelieved, if the 
did not believe her ſojourn would hereafter be 


among the mewing race? Would Atamacule 


careſs her monkey with ſo much tenderneſs, and 
imitate all the little tricks the ſees him play, but 
becauſe ſhe would be perfect in the part ſhe ex- 
pects fate will oblige her to act in good earneſt, 
ſome few years hence? 


IN fine, I ſee people take a fancy to one kind 
or other of the brute creation, and are at greater 
pains to humour them, than they can bring them- 
ſelves to be at, for any thing that is human. 
Does not this look, Clio, as if they were dege- 
nerating by degrecs into diſpoſitions ſuitable. to 
the rank they ſhall one day hold? 


CHRISTIAN philoſophy, you know, gives 
us hope, that it is in our power to become an- 
gels hereafter, or, at leaſt, ſuch glorified crea- 
tures, as to be fit ſociety for thote celeftial be- 
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ings ; why then do we not endeavour to be as 
like them as we can, while on earth, in order 
to prepare ourſelves for a change fo flattering to 


ambition ?—Nothing methinks is more ſtrange, 


than that fo few ſhould make any attempt to- 
wards attaining the neceſſary qualifications for 
Making a good figure in the regions of immortal 
bliſs, and yet all pretend they hope to be admitted 
there. —Can a perſon, whoſe pleaſure is in the 
company of a dog, a monkey, a parrot, a cat, 
a horſe, or any other ſpecies of the brute crea- 
tion, be imagined: to have taſte for the converſa- 
tion of cherubs, ſeraphs, and the reit of the an- 


gelic throng, which are all purity, and much 


more refined above the moſt delicate of the hu- 
man race, than we are above the loweſt reptile 
that crawls beneath our feet? 


Does not this inverted taſte, this diſpoſition 
towards brutality, look as if they ſubſcribed to 
what the witty Earl of Rocheſter wrote, when, 
being in a ſullen humour with the world, he de- 
clares, 


Mere I (who to my caſt already am 

One of theſe firange prodigious creatures man) 

A ppirit free to chuſe, for my otun ſhare, 

What caſe of ficſh and blood I'd pleaſe to wear, Þ 
Tad be a dog, a monkey, or a bear; 

Or any thing, but that vain animal, 

Wha is ſo proud of being rational, 


How are ſentiments of this kind conſiſtent 


with that ambition, which, they ſay, is inhe- 


rent to all human nature? - An ambition of be- 
ing exalted, thro* ſucceſſive periods of eternity, 


from lower to higher degrees of intelligence, 
| | till 
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till we arrive at the ſame ſituation which the 
firſt orders of created beings now poſſeſs; they 
ſtill aſcending to greater perfection, and the hu 
man ſoul following their ſteps. Theſe are the 
hopes peculiar to chriftiaritty' and ſhall chriſtians 
deſcend into an abject ſuperſtition, and meanly 
become the diſciples of Pythagoras? Shame 
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ſhame — Vet, I do aſſure you, I have heard 
ſome who are called chriftians very ſeriouſly de- 
fend his doctrine, | 


* 


Ser me right in this matter, if you can, I 
beſeech you; at leaſt favour me ſo far, as to 
give me your opinion, what degree of ſpirit thoſe 
people muſt have, who can content themſelves 
with the belief of exiſting hereafter, in the ſhape 

and ſtation of creatures ſo infinitely inferior to 
that which they enjoy at preſent. —For my part, 
I ſhould be, beyond all expreffion, wretched in 
the apprehenſion of loſing the little ren I am 
miſtreſs of, and degenerating into meer m/tin& : 
—] know of no idea ſo ſhocking, and therefore 
baniſh it from my thoughts. — I hope, while in 
this world, I never ſhall be deprived of the power 
of teſtifying by aCtions befitting the human ſpe- 

cies, that I am, my dear Clio, yours ſincerely, 
HILLARIA. 


& Py q 
— — — eng — — — 


P. S. Do not imagine, that in what I have 
ſaid concerning the fondneſs ſome people have 
tor the brute creation, I mean to affront Tb, 
your little favourite ſquirrel : — I would have a 
proper care taken of all harmleſs animals when- 
ever they fall under our protection, and am very 
well convinced you are tar from putting the little 
torreiter in any degree of competition, even with 
the meaneſt ſeryant that feeds or cleans him. 
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EPIS TEE IXXXV I. 
(I anſiuer to the foregoing.] 


From CI 10 to HILLARIA, giving her opinion ef 
the true cauſe of the folly [be complains of. 


My dear HILLARIA, 
AM not at all fi ined to find vou 
\ > think itſo great a difficulty to ap, 
3 with reaſon, that 2 fondneſs 
SE» ſome people have for animals; but L 
muſt tell you, I think you do this folly of the 
age too much honour, to aſcribe it to principle, 
or opinion of any ſort: —It certainly does not 
proceed from a wrong way of thinking, but from 
not thinking at all; and as much as I contemn 
the precepts of Pythageras, i in the point you men-- 
tion, I conteran, yet more, thoſe who regulate 
themſelves by no precept whatever. The true 
ſource of all the follies, and indeed of all the 
miſeries too, of the preſent age, ariſes from a 
want of thought : — There is an unhappy void 
in the minds of a great many people: All they 
do, whether good or ill, is without deſign, or 
premeditation, and meerly as Chance directs : — 
When you ſee Belinda hug her lap-dog, it is not 
becauſe ſnhe loves him, but becauſe ſhe has no- 
thing elſe at that time to do, and is oO volatile 
to be a moment unactive:— It is the ſame thing 
with Comus, he will one day cheriſh his- bear, 
the next make the poor monſter be beat unmer- 
cifully, joſt as he takes it into his head, and 
without being either pleaſed or 'angry ; —Ex- | 
ame the greace? part/of ä | 
into, [ 
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into, you will find that almoſt every thing they 
rag do is inſtantaneous, and actuated. by a 
ſudden emotion for which themſelves can give 
no manner of account, have never thoughtu 
before, and perhaps never reflect upon aiter- 
wards. In fine, my dear, moſt people, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who are called the b-au monde, ſeem 
7 to me to pe only by ſomething yet leſs 

ſagacious, and more mean than that very inſtinct 
you ſo much dread to be reduced to. 


i As to the tranſmigration of human ſouls into 
8 the brute creation, I think you need be under no 
1 manner of pain, nor can I believe there are any, 
5 who in their hearts entertain the leaſt opinion of 
b that doctrine, though I am ſenſible ſome, who 
8 take a delight in appearing particular, affect to 
8 defend it. 


1 I was not long ſince in — b where this 
* ſubject happening to be mentioned, a grave old 
05 gentleman took upon him to maintain, that no- 
. thing could be more conſiſtent with reaſon :— 
of There is, ſaid he, a perpetual renovation in every 
TY thing that breathes, not only as nature takes delight 

in variety, but as it is agreeable alſo to divine juſtice, 
4 to tranſmute the human mind into ſuch forms as it 
i moft reſembled, while in its priſtine form. Among 
50 other things, he told us, that the phoenix of 
TE. Arabia contained the ſoul of Adam, in order to 
le puniſh his too great complaiſance for Eve, by 
5 condemning him to live in an eternal celibacy. 
5 — I could perceive the inclination every one that 
(6 heard him had to make ſome reply or other to 


this poſition, but he delivered it with ſo autho- 

ritative an air, that no one durſt open their lips 

in contradiction, = | 
D 6 LET 
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LIT you and I, my dear Hillaria, not per- 
plex ourſelves with theſe fancies: —Let us have 
the laudable ambition of aſcending to a ſpecies 
infinitely above what we at preſent are, inſtead 
of imagining we ſhall deſcend into any of thoſe 
ſo much beneath us : Suppoſing even the ſyſtem 
were true, that the old gentleman I juſt men- 
tioned would have us believe, and that we ſhould 
indeed be rendered hereafter what we- moſt re- 
ſemble while here, it is ſurely our buſineſs to 
attain to as near a ſimilitude as our frail natures 
will permit, of the moſt refined and glorified 
works of the creator. —If we ſtrictly adhere to 
the principles of chriſtianity, and depend on the 
aſſurances given us in holy writ, the rotation we 
ſhall know when leaving this life, will be much 
more for the better, than our Pythagoreans pre- 
tend will be for the worſe. — Let the cruel and 
blood-thirſty man tremble at his future exiſtence 
in a wolf, the baſe betrayer into' a mole, the 
libidinous into a goat or ſwine, the envious into 
a cat, and all who delight in deeds of darkneſs, 
into bats or fhriek-owls, but let the lovers of 
. mercy and benevolence, the pure and incorrupt 
of heart, expect to be cloathed with the rays of 
celeſtial beauty, and never fading charms. — I 
am, my dear {{llaria, 

Yours unfeignedly, 


CLio 


P. S. Tib is much obliged to you for the apo- 
logy you make in his favour, and if he could 
ſpeak, would doubtleſs thank you for it: — I am, 
however, bound to make you my acknowledg- 
ments for not believing the pleaſure I ſometimes 
take in him, will bring me in any Canzer of be- 
1g one day tranſmigrated into a ſquirrel. 
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-., .&PIS, FE LE. LEXAI, 
From APAMIA to EUPHROSINE in the country, 


on the pretended confurer that was expected to ſhew 
wonders at the theatre in the Hay-market. 


Dear EUuPHRosSINE, 
HE RE are fome forts of misfortunes 
which it is not in our power to pity, 
how much ſoever they may be re- 
2% gretted by the perſon who labours un- 
der them. — My laſt gave you ar account of a 
ridiculous, and indeed impious entertainment, 
propoſed to be exhibited at the little theatre in 
the Hay-market, where a fellow pretended not 
only to convey his whole real body (without 
equivocation) into a quart-hottle, in the view of 
the fpectators, but alſo to raiſe, from their eternal 
homes, the ſpirits of deceaſed perſons, and oblige 
them to hold diſcourſe with as many as were de- 
ſirous of fuch converſation ; but I little imagined 
when I wrote concerning this impudent propoſt- 
tion, that any one could be wea enough to be- 
lieve fuch things were practicable, -or wicked 
enough to wiſh to be ſpectators of them if they 
were ſo; but, to my great ſurprize and concern, 
I was informed, by one who happened to paſs 


mat way, that the throng of chairs and coaches 


about the doors, were greater than ever had been 

ſeen before at that obſcure houſe. No conjurer, 

however, appeared, and this numerous and po- 

lite audience, after waiting a long time, thought 

beſt to retire, which they might have done in 

good order,- had not a certain very great 1 
| W 
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who had come to town for no other purpoſe, as 
it proved, than to be diſarmed, been ſo much 
incenſed at the diſappointment, that he reſolved 
revenge on the poor ſcenes, and without any * 
conſideration of the fright he might give the la- 
dies, ordered the doors to be opened to the mob, 
who broke in like a torrent, driving all before 
them, plucking up benches, boxes, and or- 
cheſtra, in their way to the ſtage, which, with 
their heroic leader at their head, they ſoon de- 
moliſhed: In this confuſion, it is eaſy to conceive 
what the apparel of the women muſt ſuffer ; — 
Some came home without their tippets, aprons 
capuchins, head-dreſſes, and fans, and few, I 
am informed, were ſo lucky as to preſerve their 
watches: Small matter, I think, of commiſera- 
tion, ſince they knew the value of time ſo little 
as to laviſh it in the manner they intended | — 
Laſſalia is dying with the vapours, for being de- 
prived of the pleaſure ſhe expected of knowing 
in what manner they diverted themſelves in the 
.inviſible world :— Belinda keeps her bed, and 
has been twice blooded for the bruiſes ſhe re- 
.ceived in buſtling through the crowd :—A cer- 
tain nobleman, remarkable for nothing ſo much 
as holding up his chin, is in danger of loſing part 
of it by a fall from the box into the pit:— T he 
.crazy bones of another are ſo diſlocated, that it 
is to be feared his ſurgeons will loſe credit in en- 
deavouring to put them in order : Numberleſs 
were the diſaſters of that ill-Rtarred night, and 
moſt pitiful are the complaints one every where 
hears on the occaſion ; but indeed I have not a 
ſufficient ſtock of good-nature to afford them 
either public condolence, or private compaſſion ; 
on the contrary, I am as much troubled as a 
perſon of my gay temper can be, to find — 
| | exube- 
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exuberance of folly and prophaneneſs, for I can 
give no better epithets to ſo unwarrantable a cu- 


one would think ſhould * them with better 
_ notions, 


Bor you are doubtleſs impatientto know how 
all this came about, and by whom the town 
were ſo egregiouſly impoſed upon; and I wiſh it 
were in my power to inform you with any cer- 
tainty. hoever the perſon is, who hired the 
playhouſe for this end, advertiſed his pretended 
performance in all the papers, and was at all 
the ſubſequent expences of ſuch an undertaki 
he has taken care to ſcreen himſelf fo eually 
behind the curtain, as not to be diſcovered — 
| This we may be ſure of, that it was done with 
the ſole view of expoling the ſtupidity of the pre- 
ſent age, which rather than want ſome new mat- 
ter of amuſement, would run even to mr devil 
in ſearch of it. | 


Tun ſtory has been in all Be: public news- 
papers, and will doubtleſs afford dy of caillery 
for all the courts of Europe, and ſerve to heighten 
the idea they have long had of our manners and 
morality ; — But I forget I am writing to one 
whoſe zeal for the honour of her country. muſt 
render this freſh ſubject of ridicule un- 
pleaſing:— I heartily wiſh I could prefent you 
with ſome inftance of public virtue or vriſdom to 
counterbalance it, but that is not in my power 
at preſent, and I have no one thing to tell Pas 
which I can flatter myſelf will not be 
able, except that TI am, and ever ſhall 2 with 


een yours, c. 
EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE XC. 


From HoNoOR1a to BELLIZA, on having received 
a congratulatory letter from her, on account of a 
large addition to her fortune by the death of a gen- 

 tleman who had courted ber. e 


Dear madam, 

2SEP HAVE received too many proofs of 
the friendſhip with which you favour 

me, to be at all ſurprized to find you 
among the number of thoſe who con- 
gratulate me on fo large an addition to my for- 
tune, as has lately devolved on me through the 
generoſity and death of the too faithful Conflar- 
tins eee Aff blefling ! — Gilded wretched- 
neſs !— Little, alas] does the world know, how 
dear I pay for this acccifion : — There is ſome- 
-what of uncommon perverſneſs in my fate: — All 

that would make the felicity of others, ferves 
only to render me unhappy : —You know, ma- 
dam, that from my very early years, I had all the 
tenderneſs my foul is capable feeling for Phi- 
| fetes:—You know alſo how well the charming 
pun deſerves that affection; but neither of us 
ing bleſt with a ſufficiency of the goods of for- 
tune, I refuſed to make him partner of a ſtate I 
© thought unequal to his merits. — Conflantius, who 
had a vaſt eſtate, loved me, as the event has 
proved, but too well : — But my heart being long 
before diſpoſed of, I could not think of giving 
my perſon elſewhere :—I-need;not tell you how 

much I was embarraſſed with the perſecutions of 

4 142 my 
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my friends, who were continually ringing in my 
ears, that as there was no poſlibility of livin 

with Philetes in a faſhion anſwerable to either of 
our births, that I ought in juſtice to myſelf to 
accept of the offer of his rival, whoſe poſſeſſion 
would infinitely more than make up for the de- 
ficiencies of mine: —Often have you ſeen me in 
tears on this account, and been witneſs of the 
more terrible alarms I have ſuftained through the 
| jcalouſies of Philetes, who though never encoura- 
ged to hope I would be his, could not ſupport 
the apprehenſions that I might one day be. ano- 
ther's. The tender ſincerity of his love was 
thus mixed with a deſpair, which ſometimes gave 
me reaſon to tremble for the conſequences, 
Conſtantius heard not of this unfortunate and mu- 
tual paſſion till very lately :—He told me of 
it, but as of a thing to which he gave no credit, 
till my own confeſſion convinced him of the 
truth: I had indeed no motive which could in- 
duce me to deceive him, as I imagined not the 
effect my ſincerity in this point ſoon after pro- 
duced, nor had I any thing to fear from his re- 
proaches, having from the firſt moment he de- 
clared his intentions, ſaid every thing in my 
power, except revealing the ſecret he now had 
wrelted from me, to 5 him that my heart 
was far from agreeing to them. —He bore the 
confirmation, however, with more fortitude and 
patience than I expected from a lover, who had 
always expreſſed his paſſion in the warmeſt, and, 
as | uſed to think, romantic terms. He offered 
not the leaſt interruption the whole time I was 
ſpeaking, nor when I had left off, made any re- 
ply for ſeveral minutes, but ſeemed in a profound 
relverie ; —at laſt, coming out of it, — Well, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, I have nothing wherewith to _— 

| el 
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iiber you you, or my more happy rival; and ſbould be 
tanworthy of the honour I pretend to of adoring you, 
if my continuing my unavailing adareſſes, gave any 
Aiſturbance to your peace. — I take therefore my ever- 
Jaſling leave, and ſincerely wiſh that whatever impe- 
diment at preſent debars you from the gratification of 
your wiſhes, may be fern removed. — He waited not 
to hear what return I would make to theſe words, 
but concluding them with a low bow, went 
haſtily out of the room, leaving me in a good 
deal of conſternation at his behaviour. I had 
never any great ſhare of vanity in my compoſi- 
tion, and could not imagine it had its ſource 
from the motive I afterwards found it had, an 
exceſs of love and reſpect ; but rather ſuſpected 
it proceeded from the want of both, and that 
having in his mind repented of the offers he had 
made me, was well enough pleaſed with this op- 
portunity of breaking off. "5 had it been thus, 
what a world of A4 and endleſs grief had I 
eſcaped !— But not to keep you in ſuſpence, a 
fever, with which he was immediately ſeized, 
gave a fatal teſtimony of the violence he had 
done himſelf in this diſſembled calmneſs and re- 
ſignation. —He languiſhed under this diſtemper 
but four days, on the laſt of which his valet 
brought me a letter from him, with a copy of his 
teſtament ſo much in my favour. —I cannot ex- 
preſs to you, madam, the ſtrange emotions with 
which I was agitated at this unexpected, unex- 
ampled, undeſerved generolity : —I hated my- 
ſelf for not being able to love a man of ſuch 
exalted worth: — Nay, I almoſt hated Ph1letes, 
as the cauſe of my ingratitude:—-I more than 
once reſolved to go to the houſe of this martyr 
to the moſt pure and diſintereſted paſſion that 
Ever was, to conjure him to live if poſlible, and 
| | 4 
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to live for me, — to promiſe all he could defire 
or aſk, and to abjure the ſo much doated on Phi- 
tes for ever. —But as often as I was about to 
put this thought in execution, ſtill my fond fooliſh 
heart with-held me, and deprived me of the 
power of moving: — 1 found, alas! I had not 
firength enough of mind to imitate Conſtantius.— 
Gratitude and reaſon yielded to a partial ten- 
derneſs, and, in ſpite of „his rival triumphed | 
— While I was debating within myſelf, a meſ- 
ſenger brought me intelligence that he expired 
ſoon after he had finiſhed his letter, baving forced 
himſelf to write it in the agonies of death : — 
The certainty that all I could do to ſave him 
would now come too late, plunged me into a 
grief which T knew not if ĩt could have been ex- 
ceeded, had I ſeen Philetes breathe his laft.—- 
But there is no making you ſenſible how very 
juſtifiable this affection was, without letting you 
ice the value of the perſon whole loſs occaſioned 
it: I have therefore ſent you a copy of what he 
wrote, which, much more than the legacy ſo much 
talked of, will ſhew you what he was. —I doubt 
not but when you have read it, you will own I 
have cauſe for everlaſting ſorrow and remorſe, 
and that I ought to do no leſs than devote the 
whole remainder of my days to the memory of 
one to whom I have fo fatally been dear. —I do 
not pretend that I can ever love Phletes leſs than 
[ have done, but I can, —I will, whatever I en- 
dure, ſacrifice that love to the manes of his un- 

happy rival, — forego alkthe ſofter wiſhes of my 
ſoul, and live a widowed-virgin for his ſake. — 
This, dear madam, is the reſolution I have 
taken, and not all the pangs I feel at the ſight of 
the diſtraction and deſpair it gives Philetes, are 
able to make me recede from it ; —Pity the ſitua- 
I tion 


68 EPISTLES Boo VIII. 


tion of your unhappy friend, and confeſs that 
there is ſomething peculiar and miſterioully cruel 
in my deſtiny.— To be beloved by two ſuch 
men as Philetes and Con/tantius, comes not to 
every woman's ſhare: It is a glory many of my 
ſex will envy me, and yet, how miſerable has it 
made me I could not reward the paſſion of 
Conſ/tantius, becauſe I loved Philetes; nor can I 
gratify the wiſhes of Philetes, without injuſtice to 
the memory of Conflantius : — The living and 
dead divide my foul between them; love, 
eſteem, gratitude and compaſſion join to rend 
my heart with a viciflitude of anguiſh ; yet is it 
equally impoſſible for me, according to my way 
of thinking, to eaſe the diſquiet of him who lives, 
as it 1s to reſtore life to him who ſleeps within 
his tomb. Both are irrecoverably loſt to me, 
and I to peace:— But I detain you too lon 
from the encloſed : — The peruſal of that wil 
abundantly juſtify the grief I feel, and the deter- 
mination I have made, and be at the ſame time 
an excuſe for theſe incoherent lines from, 


Dear madam, 
Your affectionate humble ſervant, 


HoNORIA. 


1 
a p4 
4 
” 


EPISTLE 


IA. 


. E 


Erisr. xci for LADIES. 69 


EW VAPYTIL see | 
CRE S S eee 


 EPISTLE XCI. 
L Encloſed in the foregoing, ] 


Frem CoxnsTAXTIUS % HoNoR1a, with the 
copy of his laſt will, and aſſuring her that he 
dies without regret, as he ſhall leave her happy. 


Mot dear, and (even in death) ſole object of my 


worldly Cares, 


AD the paſſion you have inſpired me 
with been tainted by any ſelfiſh views, 
I could not have heard you avow 

5 your affection for another, without 
reſentment againſt the happy rival; and perhaps 
bave had the arrogance to have accuſed you of 
partiality and ingratitude: — This, I ſay, how 
unjuſt ſoever, is the way of ordinary lovers, but 
my wiſhes had an aim more refined and more 
ſuitable to their object: —All my felicity was 

laced in the hopes of encreaſing yours, and when 

i found that- glorious ambition fruſtrated, I from 
that moment reſolved to leave the fond purſuit 

to him who alone had the power of accompliſh- 

ing it, —Ardently as I languiſhed for the poſſeſ- 

Lon of your lovely perſon, I ſhould have thought 
the bleſſing too dearly purchaſed, if at the ex- 
pence of your peace of mind, | 


Bur, madam, I ſoon found that to loſe you, 
and keep life, were things incompatible : — The 
inſtant I came from your apartment I was ſeized 


with agonies which convinced me it was time to 


ſettle 
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| ſettle my affairs in this world, and make ſuch 
preparation for another as my diſorders would 
| permit: As your happineſs was ſtill the reign- 
ing purport of my ſou}, I immediately ordered 
my teſtament to be drawn up, by which you will 
find I have conſtituted you my ſole executrix, 
and bequeathed you all my perſonal eſtate, as 
well as made you heireſs of all that part of my 
real one, which is not entailed upon the family: 
— The original I have put into the hands of Mr. 
* , my lawyer, who I believe is an honeſt 
man; I encloſe you however an exact copy, to 
prevent all poſſibility of an impoſition. —I felt 
ſo much eaſe after having done this, that I be- 
gan to think I ſhould recover: Vet had it been 
o, you ſhould not by my life have been deprived 
of what my death deſigned you: —I reſolved ra- 
ther to retire to ſome diſtant corner of the world, 
and reſerving to myſelf only a ſmall penſion to 
ſupply the neceſſities of nature, paſs the days al- 
lotted me in prayer and meditation ; but heaven 
has decreed it otherwiſe, perhaps to ſave your 
generous ſoul the pain of thinking you were in- 
debted for any obligation to one you could not 
love. I ſoon perceived my fever had but af- 
forded a ſhort intermiſſion to return with greater 
violence upon me: — It now has got the better 
of my vital ſpirits, and I find I am going, I hope 
to that land where all is love and ever- during 
bliſs; yet be aſſured, amidſt the exſtaſies of im- 
mortal pleaſure, Honoria will be remembered, 
and it will add even to the joys of heaven, to 
think I have contributed to her happineſs on 
earth.—O, may it be ſincere and permanent; 
may the fortunate Philetes, my rival now no 
more, for a long ſeries of revolving time, ſhare 
all thoſe traniports my fond heart once aimed 2 
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til both grown old in bliſs, you ſoar together to 
the realms of glory: — Till then, O ZÞnoria ! 
a long farewel. 

ConsTANTIUS. 


P. S. I cannot cloſe this without deſiring that 
the only tribute you will pay to the memory of 
my love, may be the ſpeedy conſummation of 
your nuptials with the happy Philetes, who, I 
am aſſured, by all that know him, has merits 
to juſtify your choice: — Once more adieu. 


EPISTLE XCIL 


Prom BELLIZ A to HoxORIA, expreſſing her ſur- 
prize at the reſolution ſhe had taken, and per- 
ſuading her that it was occaſioned through an over 


delicacy, which was rather a fault than a virtue ta 
indulge. | 


Dear madam, 


OLD TI ever have thought Philetes 
5 would have wanted an advocate to 


| when propitious fate had removed the 
only impediment to your mutual wiſhes, ano- 

ther ſhould ſtart up, raiſed merely by your own 
creative fancy — I am charmed with your ge- 
nerous way of thinking; I applaud the tender 
compaſſion with which you mourn the death of 
Con/tantius, and the grateful regard you pay his 

memory: The ſentiments you expreſs on this 
occaſion, are truly noble and ſublime, but as 
the extreme of virtue borders upon a vice, let 
tuem not tranſport you ſo far, as to ſacrifice your 

. eternal 
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eternal peace, and that of him you love, to a 
chimera.—T his is over- acting the heroine, and 
does not compliment, but affront the intention of 
the faithful Con/ffantivs, who made you his heiret; 
to the end you 2 your wiſhes, not de- 
bar yourſelt for ever from them. | 


IN DEE D, my dear Honoria, I cannot expreſ; 
the aſtoniſhment ſo wild a reſolution as this you 
bave taken has involved me in : —I cannot dil- 
cern even the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon you have 
for it : —You are not certain of having been any 
way acceſſory to the death of that unhappy gen- 
tleman :— He laid no violent hands upon him- 
ſelf, nor died of waſting grief, but of a fever, 
ahd ſuppoſing the agitations of his mind might 
bring it on, you are not anſwerable for conle- 
quences, which you could neither intend or fore- 
ſee; nay, were it even ſure that deſpair at find- 
ing it impoſſible to gain your affection, was the 
ſole cauſe of his untimely end, you have nothing 


wjherewith to accuſe yourſelf in this point; you 


never encouraged his addreſſes, never was guilty 
of flattering him with a fallacious hope, and 
would you then, becauſe you have been inno- 
cently fatal to one lover, wilfully deſtroy an- 
other? — Muſt Philetes die, becauſe Conſtantin; 
could not live! —If departed ſpirits know any 
thing of what is done in the world they have leſt 
behind, that of Conftantius cannot but be dil- 
pleaſed to ſee his hopes of forming your happi- 
neſs a ſecond time defeated, and that neither 
alive or dead he had power of pleaſing you; 
and thus by ſtraining gratitude to a pitch too 
high, you would become (what you ſeem ſo 
much to fear) really ungrateful; and inſtead of 


doing honour to his generolity, render it in effect 
the ſource of miſery, Bur 
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Bur I flatter myſelf, from the opinion I have 
of your good underſtanding, that this enthuſiaſtic 
fight of an imaginary duty, only proceeded from 
the firſt emotions of a too delicate and over- 
grateful ſenſibility.— I am impatient, however, 
for an opportunity of offering ſome arguments, 
too long to be inſerted in the compaſs of a letter, 


in order to convince you, that to carry your ſenſe 


of the obligation, conferred on you, beyond na- 
ture, is more romantic than juſt, With this 
view I ſhall haſten my return to Landen, ſome 
days ſooner than I propoſed, being ever, with 
the moſt perfect amity, dear madam, 

| Yours, &c, 


| BELLIZA. 


P. S. IJ have wrote to Philetes, to bid him 
few no regard to the preſent capriciouſneſs of 
your behaviour, for fo I took the liberty to term 


it: If he follows my advice, he will let you have 


but little reſpite 17 the blame on your humble 
ſervant, who is beſt able to bear it. 


SAN L Cry 
ES4S TEE NE 


MRA to a lady, who had very much. entreated her 
to go with her to a maſquerade, giving her the 
reaſons for ber refuſal, and her opinion freely of 
that diverſion, | L 


> greater diſpleaſure, than that of finding 
myſelf under a neceſſity of refuſing an 
959 thing to my dear Fidelia; but when 


allure you, that to comply with what you now 
VoL. II. E 5 5 


requeſt 


- 
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requelt of me, would not only be doing the ut- 
| molt violence to my inclination, but is alſo in- 
conſiſtent with my character, and the rules I 
have ſet down for my conduct in life, I dare ſay, 
you would not wiſh me to endure fo ſevere a 
 mortification :—lIt is certain, I never declared 
any diſlike of the reigning diverſions of the town; 
there are ſome which receive, as well as de- 
ſerve, all the encouragement in my power to 
beſtow ; but there are others, which, tho” I do 
not publickly depreciate, I ſhould be ſorry to 
countenance, and among theſe latter, I muſt be 
ſo free to tell you, maſquerades ſtand in the firſt 
rank of my averſion and contempt. 


' You know, my dear, in what manner IT am, 
as it were, compelled to live: — There are many 
things I give into for the ſake of not being 
thought particular, which .my judgment entirely 
diſapproves : — One of the things to which my 
humour, as well as reaſon, is moſt averſe, is 
gaming; yet, one day in a week I have tables 
tet out for that purpoſe, in two rooms, and ſel- 
dom fail of mortification, from what others 
eſteem; as a route, a drum-major, and ſome- 
times a hurricane — go to court, pay compli- 
ments, meaſure my ſteps, and walk back out of 
the preſence as others do, yet think it a kind of 
modiſh ſlavery, from which I would gladly be 
free, if it were poſſible, in my preſent ſtation. — 
But as, thank heaven, I have no ſuch obligation 
to frequent the maſquerade, I pity thoſe who 
have no better taſte of the value of time, than 
to laviſh it in that ridiculous entertainment.— 
Curioſity and perſuaſion once carried me thither; 
— but, good God! what a heap of abſurdities, 
which way ſoever 1 turned, grated my _— 
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How aſhamed was I to fee myſelf in a place, 
where an univerſal lye was the public profeſſion ; 
where the politeſt and moſt modeſt of the crowd 
ſtrove moſt to conceal themſelves; where com- 
mon-ſenſe ſeemed wholly baniſhed, and ribaldry 
and idiotiſm were the eſtabliſned rules of con- 
yerſation and behaviour. 


To be free with you, my dear Fidelia, I look 
upon maſquerades, as they are managed here, to 
be not only fooliſh, but immoral :— They afford 
a ſanction to all the indecencies of ſpeech at leaſt, 
and a man who has ſome regard to his character 
of modeſty, will venture to ſay that in a maſque, 
which the moſt avowed libertine would bluſh to 
expreſs barefaced. 


I Give you my ſentiments on this head, with 
the leſs reſerve, as I am confident they are partly 
our own, and that you are ſo far from being 
over-fond of this diverfion, that you have often 
made preſents to others of the tickets you could 
not refuſe, I wiſh I could prevail upon you to 
be yet leſs ſo, and that inſtead of going but once 
in a ſeaſon, you would reſolve never to go at all : 
— If you will take the word of an old poet, 
whatever ts not worthy our approbation ſhould 
be an object of our contempt. 


All human efforts have a certain claim, 

In more or leſs degree, to praiſe or cenſure : 
"Tween good and bad no medium here is found; 
I patever's half the one, is all the other. 


I MUST own I am for no entertainments 
which my underſtanding will not permit me to 
repeat, and though = both have ſeen the _ 

| 2 , 
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Mr. Thampſon's new play of Coriolanus, if inftead 
of my going with you to the Hay-market, you 
will favour me with your company to Covent- 
Garden, I dare anſwer you will find your account 
in it, and not only paſs your evening more 
agreeably, but feel a much greater ſatisfaction 
within yourſelf the next day: — I would not, 
however, if you are under any extraordinary 
engagement to the contrary, deſire you to break 
through it: —I would have none of my friends 
be guilty of any thing that might be looked upon 
as affectation, but if you can find any reaſon- 
able excuſe for changing your intentions, it will 

ive me double pleaſure, by reſcuing you from 
Ne danger, impertinence, and fatigue of the vi- 
2 ard-ball, and improving my own underſtand- 
ing and ſpirits with the judicious and lively ſen- 
timents which your converſation can always fur- 
niſn to her, who is, with the greateſt ſincerity, 
my dear Fidelia, _ 

| | Yours, Oc. 


3D) Cf IRS 


EPISTLE XCIV, 
[ The anſwer. ] 
From FiDELIA to MIRA. 


Dear madam, 
e is utterly impoſſible for me to ex- 
4 preſs how high a ſenſe I have of the 
> obligation your laſt has conferred upon 


me: - As to be able to follow the 
amiable example you give our ſex, has been al- 
ways my ambition, ſo your friendly advice is the 
ED greateſt 
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greateſt favour you could poſſibly beſtow: T6 


ſhew it is not thrown away upon me, be aſſured 


that no engagements to others, no inclinations 


of my own, will ever be of force enough to in- 
duce me to any _ the excellent Afira gi! 
ajproves, when once I am ſo happy as to know 
her ſentiments upon it :—— The honour you do 
me in believing I have no reliſh for that ſcene of 
tolly, called a maſquerade, is very flattering; to 
my vanity, and the more ſo as I am conſcious of 


deſerving it in ſome meaſure ; for indeed, ma- 
dam, it was more in compliance with thoſe I 


converſe with, than any ſelf-gratification, which 
ever induced me to, make one among that ming- 
led rout. —As nothing can be more weak than 
to be guided by the judgment of others, merely 
becauſe it is their judgment, I ſhall for the future 


have the courage to chuſe for myſelf, whenever 


I am not ſo happy as to have the advantage of 
ycur council and example. 


As breaking off one engagement for the ſake 
of entering into n afraid, would be 
looked upon as an affront to the company, as 
well as the entertainment, I muſt defer the plea- 
ſure of waiting on you to the play till ſome other 
night: —We have the misfortune to live in an 
age, when every thing that does not tally with 


the general vogue, is looked upon as ridiculous; 


and one is under” a neceflity, as you juſtly ob- 


| ſerve, of keeping certain meaſures, if one would 


avoid being the ſubject of raillery.—I ſhall, 
tnerefore, pretend buſineſs, ſee no company, 
keep cloſe in my chamber, and amuſe myſelf 
with ſome new books, which luckily enough are 
juſt ſent in: They muſt afford very little ſatis- 
faction indeed, if not more than wil compenſate 
E 3 - 
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for what I ſhould have found in the Haymarket ; 
though they may not make ſufficient amends for 
the loſs of your converſation to which I am in- 
vited.— I have the honour to be, with a profound 

reſpect, dear madam, 
- - Yeur moſt obedient ſervant, 
FIiDELIA, 


* 
: I * WW. — s, "Dy PAY; 2 / * 
SEND 


EPISTLE XC. 
From BELLIZA to MILLAMANT, endeauouring 
10 make her ſenſible of the folly and danger of en- 
 couraging a multiplicity of admirers; and per- 
fwading ber to fix her choice on him fhe found, 
moſt deſerving among the number of thije who ad- 
dreſſed her, before ſhe incurred the character of a 
levity which might leſſen her in the eſteem of a 
worthy man. | 


Dear MiLLamanrT, | 


AM ſorry to ſay I find a pain in any 
thing that gives you pleaſure, yet will 
not the ſincere friendſhip I have for 
you permit me to be ſilent, while I ce 


ceptibility of that paſſion, you take all imagina- 
ble pains to inſpire it in others :— Nothing de- 
lights you more than a new conqueſt, and how 
many ſoever you make, you cannot ſupport the 
Loſs of one with any tolerable degree of * 

How 
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— How many arts do you put in practice to ſecure 
the heart you deſpiſe! What trouble do you 
give yourſelf to prolong the devoirs you are de- 
termined never to reward! For heaven's ſake, 
aſk yourſelf what you propoſe by all this, and 
what will be the conſequence ? —When your 
lovers ſwear they die for. you, you either do, or 
do not give credit to their oaths ; if the former, 
your manner of acting is the height of ill- nature 
and cruelty ; if the latter, you ſhould methinks 
inſtead of being proud, rather be aſhamed to re- 
flect you gave any encouragement for ſo groſs an 
attempt, to impoſe on your underſtanding : — It 
is ungrateful and unjuſt to ſport with the pains of 
a worthy man; — it is mean to flatter the vain 
viev's of an inſincere and empty coxcomb. —But 
it is not either for the one, or the other, but 
for yourſelf I am chiefly concerned: Remem- 
ber the fate of Melinda, as deſcribed by good old 
Drayton, 


Melinda ſpread ber ſplendid train, 
And ſwept the youths along the plain. 
By turns fhe ſmil d, by turns ſbe frown'd on every 
Ave, 
ope and deſpair. alternate gave ; 
But ab] haw humbled was her pride, 
"They found her aim bas only to give pain, 
So broke at once the ſervile chain 
And all ber arts defy'd. 
Or on the walks, or on the green, 
No more ſhe ſeems the woodland queen / 
No more her breaſt the glow of triumph 


warms, 


Wile in their bloom. neglected are her charms, 

Her votaries once, indignant now, 
Paſs ſcornful ly, and ſcarce vouchſafe a bow ;, 
| E 4 © Re» 
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Requital juft ! the nymphs and fwains proclaim | 
And to the ſighted fair impute the blame. ; 


Ber1itve me, dear Millamant, the conduct 
you at preſent purſue, will in a ſhort time de- 
prive you of all that admiration and eſteem, you 
zre ſo deſirous of preſerving. —A man of ſenſe 
can ill brook a competitor in love, who is treated 
with the ſame regard as himfelf, much leſs to be 
ut on a level with a coxcomb. — The encou- 
ragement you give to all will loſe you all, and 
if fo, you will be as unpitied as the poet's he- 
roine. 


I caxncoT ſuppoſe that, in your ſerious hours, 
yeu have made any reſolution againſt marriage: 
— Permit me therefore to remind you, that it is 
high time for you to fix your choice, if you find 
any one among the number of thoſe, who make 
their addreſſes, worthy of it : —If not, for hea- 
ven's fake, diſcard them all, and wait till ſome 
offer is made, to which you will have no objec- 
tion; you know not but you may have ſome ſe- 
cret lover endued with every qualification, to 
render you as happy as a wife'can be, who may 
be deterred from making you an offering of his 
heart, while he ſees you encompaſſed with a herd 
among whom he does not chuſe to rank himſclf, 


Bur, however that may be, reflect I beſcech 
you, how much your reputation ſuffers amidſt 
theſe pretenders to your heart : — Vou will per- 
haps think it ſufficient, that you are guilty of no 
attachment to any of them, in breach of inno- 
cence and virtue :— That you allow no liberties 
in prejudice to your character, or that ſhould em- 

;bolden any man to hope you might be brought to 
ts | h þpR1don 


MAS REY ow. 0 


vt ee nt Es 
nr 28 * 


8 


P 
N e 
r node's 6 VRIES 
A, TIES, 32 off Barbee RESIN gr of 
«33 A EL a 8 * 


Eersr. xcv. for LADIES. 81 


pardon the greateſt he could take: For indeed 
tho far be it from me to imagine you can for- 
get yourſelf in this point, yet, my dear, I would 
have you remember, that we ought to behave ſo 
as to avoid all ſuſpicion in the moſt cenſorious : 
— But put the caſe that none ſhould preſume to 
call your conduct ſo far in queſtion : —Suppo- 
ſing the world in general ſhould allow you as 
innocent as I ſincerely do, yet vanity and levity 
are of themſelves ſufficient blemiſhes in reputa- 
tion, and ſuch as I before obſerved, will in- 
fallibly loſe you the eſteem of all men of true 
underſtanding :—Forfeit not then thoſe expec- 
tations of ſolid happineſs, which your birth, 
beauty, fortune, and a thouſand amiable qua- 
hties, give you a juſt pretence to, for the poor, 
empty, tranſient pleaſure of ſhewing your power 
over the hearts that either are, or feign themſelves 
devoted to you. —Ceaſe to take pains to capti- 
vate: Reſerve all your cares to ſecure the af- 
fection of him you ſhall find worthy of yours, 
and till you are convinced there is ſuch a one in 


the world, forbear wiſhing to be loved by any 


other. | 


I SHALL make no apology for the liberty I 
take in giving you this advice. I am confident 
you will believe it, what it really is, the effects 
of a friendſhip always warm and ſincere in 
your intereſt, and which I hope no miſunder- 
ſtanding will ever break off between you and 
her, who is, my dear Millamant, | 


Yours, &c. : 
BELLIZA, 


EZ ®EPISTLE 
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From MARCELLA to POLYDORE, attempting 15 
prove, that more ſclid happineſs was to be r- 
in friendſhip than in love; and defiring he will 

let her know how far bis opinion coincides with 
her's in that point. 


e HAPPENED the other day into 
RX ſome company where the ſubject of 
{ converſation was on the different bleſ- 
V (ings ariſing from love and friendſhip: 
The greateſt part of the company gave the pre- 
ference to the former, but notwithſtanding the 
celebrated Ardella was one of that number, I 
could not be complaiſant enough to acquieſce, 
tho” to a judgment which has the character of 
being ſo ſuperior to the greateſt part of my ſex.— 
I took upon me to maintain, that the ideas 
which ariſe from friend{hip, being more pufe 
and ſpiritual than thoſe of love, could not but 
afford more true and refined pleaſures to a deli- 
cate mind, than thoſe of a paſſion which having 
always ſome mixture of ſelf- gratificalion in it, 
was liable to a thouſand tormenting doubts and 
anxieties, as we always ſee among thoſe devoted 
to it :— The one, I ſaid, was a celciſtial flame, 
the other a meer earthly vapour, groſs and wa- 
vering ; — that the one was immortal as our 
ſouls, and would continue with us in paradiſe to 
all eternity ; the other decaying, and periſhable 
with our frames; and very ſeldom, if ever, 5 lo 
. ong 
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long a duration: — The one, cried I, with ſome. 
vehemence, finding myſelf oppoſed, lifts: us to 
the angelic nature, the other is left to itſelf, and 
unacquainted with friendſhip's nobler blaze, 
would debaſe us to the be/tral. 


THe energy with which I could not forbear 
expreſſing my ſentiments on this occaſion, ſet 
the whole company into a fit of laughter, and 
turned the diſcourſe, which before was very ſetious, 
into pleaſantry : — Every one, even thoſe who 
had not been on my fide of the queſtion, rallied 
me in their turn: — One called me a Platonic, 
another a Cynic, a third a Stoic, and all agreed, 
that I was an utter enemy to the tender paſ- 
fion:—It was in vain that T endeavoured to 
clear myſelf in this point: The character is af- 
fixed to my name, and I muſt ſuffer the reproach 
until I ſhew a ſenſibility of love in myſelf, and 
inſpire ſome worthy man with the ſame paſſion. 


TH1s is a reflection, however, that gives me 
little pain: —To ſecure the friendſhip of thoſe 

I eſteem is the chief of my ambition; and as you, 
Sir, ſtand one of the foremoſt in that rank, hope 
you will not take part with the advocates for love 
againſt me. "Paw 


In my opinion, we never ſhew the dignity of 
our being ſo much as when we are found capa - 
ble of reliſhing the joys of friendſhip: — joys 
which ſtand in no need of the ſenſes for ſupport, 
and are truly ſeraphic :— The foul here difdains 
to ſtoop to the low gratifications of fleſh and 
blood, and, like its divine original, finds its plea- 
ſure in itſelf; — its ſole aim being to make the 
happineſs of others: No jealous pangs, no an- 

"7 E 6 xious 
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xious cares diſturb the tranquility of mind; and, 
if ill treated, as too often is the caſe, may tranſ- 
fer itſelf to a more worthy object, without in- 
curring the cenſure of inconſtancy, as in affairs 
of love: No little arts are neceſſary to ſecure 
an adequate affection: — As we have no regard 
to the outward frame, and are charmed on 

with thoſe beauties we find in the mind of our 
friend, there needs no more than to embelliſh 


that part in ourſelves to preſerve bliſsful union 
entire. 


How then can any one pretend that ſuch a 
celeſtial intercourſe is not ;nfnitety to be prefer- 
red to all the groſs delights of a paſſion, which, 
however diſguiſed, is ſenſual, and depending on 
fancy is liable to be eraſed by a thouſand acci- 
Cents ; fo ſubject to change, that it rarely hap- 
pens, but firſt or laſt, one of the parties becomes 
baſe, and the other miſerable. 


Bur I forget to whom I am writing; thoſe 
facred bands which have ſolong and fo inviolably 
tinked you to the worthy Aca/to, ought to have 
convinced me, there needs no arguments to en- 

ge you to give your opinion in favour of friend- 

ip; but as one cannot be too much aſſured of 
what one earneſtly defires, I entreat you will 
oblige me with a ſpeedy anſwer, and, by your 
approbation, confirm me in ſentiments at preſent 
fo pleaſing to me. I am, with the moſt perfect 
xegard, Sir, | 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


MARCELLA, 


EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE XCVIL 
[ In anſwer to the foregoing: 1 


From POLYDORE to MARCELLA, te/iifying hrs 
approbation of her nations of friendſhip ; but endea- 
zuring at the ſame time to perſuade her, that 
between perſons of different ſexes, the union is 
more perfect when heightened by love. 


Madam, | 

OL did not deceive yourſelf, O moſt 
F adorable Marcella! when you ima- 
gined I ſhould give my voice on the 
| » tide of friendſhip, and in applauding 
thoſe refined and exalted notions you have of it; 
— But while I admire thoſe ſeraphic ideas with 
vrhich you-ſeem poſſeſt, would not wiſh you to 
throw the woman off entirely, in order to be all 
angel before your time. — Friendſhip indeed, 
when pure and diſintereſted, comprehends all 
earthly, as well as celeſtial bleflings, but then, 
charming Marcella, I would have you remember, 
that ſuch a friendſhip has no reſerve, it gives all 
in its power, and thinks nothing its own, when 
wanted by the darling object : How little poſ- 
lible is it then to enter into an engagement of 
that nature, with a perſon of a r ſex, 
without being led into thoſe inconveniencies with 
which you ſo warmly accuſe love as entailing on 
its votaries:— I have, it is certain, the moſt 
lincere and perfect amity for Acaſto, that one man 
can poſſibly have for another: — My heart, m 
. a ꝓurie 
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purſe are open to him, he ſhares all my ſecrets, 
partakes in all my pains and pleaſures, the one 
are ſoftened, and the other heightened by his 
being a ſharer in them: — Whatever befalls either 
of us, is equally felt by the other: — Let, O 
Aarcella] were T connected with you in the 
ſame union, would not my regards be different ? 
— Would not friendſbip then loſe its name, and 
aſſume that of ave: Acaſto gives me all he can, 
and ſhould I not expect the ſame from Mar- 
clla? —Yes, and muſt receive it too, or you 
would be a friend but in profeſſion, and turn 
apoſtate to the laws yourſelf preſcribe : —Think 
not, therefore, there is a poſſibility of living 
with a man in ſuch friendſhip as you ſeem to 
paint, and at the ſame time be an enemy to 
love: Would ſuch a friendſhip permit you 
to ſee him languiſh in vain for any thing in 
your power to grant? —Could you perſiſt in be- 
ing his friend, & — deny him a gratification 
ou found ſo eſſential to his peace, perhaps 
his life? —No, no, divine Marcella, whoever 
is the happy man to have you for a friend, 
pou and will alſo ſubject you to the laws of 
Ove. — 


Is fine, madam, there is fo ſtrict a connexion 
between love and friendſhip that they can never 
be ſeparated : — Friendſhip between perſons of 
the ſame ſex, is no more than a mutual ſym- 
pathy of ſouls, and love between two of different 
ſexes, is friendſhip heightened by a greater de- 

ee of tenderneſs : A great and generous mind 
is alone capable of truly feeling either -of theſe 
paſſions : Both are equally above the narrow 
ideas of a confined and mean capacity, and 
whoever has ſentiments elevated enough ns 
OEM | 0 
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the one, will likewiſe be ſuſceptible of the 
other. th et 


No longer therefore, moſt beautiful Marcella 
declare yourſelf the enemy of a paſſion, ſo near 
a-kin to that which you eſpouſe with ſo much 
warmth : - I grant with you, that thoſe wan- 
dering fires, thoſe wild excurſions of a wanton 
inclination, which wear the name of love, and 
are generally miſtaken for it, are no leſs groſs 
and earthly than you repreſent them, and utterly 
unworthy of a mind ſo delicate as yours; but 
the love I ſpeak of, is of a far different nature, 
it is ſpiritual and rarified as friendſhip, the ſoul 
is chiefly concerned in it, and though the body 
comes in for a ſhare of the happineſs it beſtows, 
claims but the ſecond place; the enjoyment 
of the perſon is aimed at only to obtain the 
more perfect enjoyment of the ſoul: — The 
one without the other would be uncompleat ; 
the union of both is not only the moſt exqui-, 
lite, but the moſt permanent felicity we can 
know on earth. | 


THaT I may ſee you inſpired with, and equally 
inſpiring ſuch a love, is the beſt wiſh can be 
made, by him, who is with the moſt ſincere 
attachment, madam, 


| * 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
PoLYDORE, 


EPISTLE 
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SS FAS TLE XOVII. 
Frm LeoxoRa in the country, to her ſiſter in 
London, giving her an account of a very tragi- 


eal actident that had juſt happened at the lady's 
houſe where fhz was. Gt F 
My dear filter, | 
*2x: 2 DREADFUL occaſion prevented 
my writing to you laſt poſt, and Iam 
> £4 {till ſo full of ſurprize, terror, and con- 
cern, that my hand is ſcarce able to 
guide my pen. —I acquainted you in a former 
— 1 that Fernando taking the advantage of 
this receſs from the duties of his new poſt, came 
down on a viſit to his mother :— You know 
how in political matters he has turned apoſtate 
to the principles his whole family have thought 
it their glory to profeſs, but perhaps are igno- 
rant he has equally renounced thoſe of religion, 
acted in conformity to the modes of the times, 
and become an avowed deiſt as they call it, 
though I wiſh it may not deſerve a name yet 
worſe. — The news of the firſt change in him had 
given her ladyſhip much anxiety, but ſhe knew 
not of the latter till his arrival, when not the 
reſpect he owed her as a mother, could keep 
him from turning into ridicule thoſe ſacred 
myſteries on which alone we depend for ſalva- 
tion : — This entirely deſtroyed all the pleaſure 
of ſeeing him after ſo long an abſence ;—Al] 
| ſhe could urge was ineffectual to prevail on him 
to accompany us to church, and when private 
RE prayers 
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prayers were going to be read in the family, he 
ways took up his hat, walked out, and ſaid, 
te would return when the farce was over 
Yet did not the new principles in which he 
owed his promotion, nor the new tenets he had 
embraced, ſeem to afford him any ſatisfaction; 
on the contray, all his behaviour rather deno- 
ted a dejection of ſpirits : A conſtant gloom 
hung upon his brow, and when he affected to 
be moſt gay in his converſation, there was a 
certain heavineſs in his eyes, which ſhewed his 
heart had nothing chearful in it. On his firſt 


5 coming, he talked of ſtaying a month, or fix 


weeks, but had not been here eight days be- 
fore he ſeemed uncaſy to be gone, and told us, 
he thought the country leſs pleaſant than when 
be ſaw it laſt ; found fault with many altera- 


tions in the gardens, which every one elſe | 


looked upon as improvements, — then quar- 
relled at the fituation of his chamber, though it 
was the beſt in the houſe, on which my lady 
deſired him to take his choice of any other; but 
all would not do, he liked none, and ſaid he 


would go back to London: — In this manner, 


however, he continued with us a fortnight, and 
ſor the laſt two days had mentioned nothing of 
bis departure: Vet at the expiration of that 
time he left us : O, my dear fiiſter ! He left 


us indecd: — But in what manner — I ſhudder 
to repeat it, — 


Iz the dead of night, thoſe of the family 


who were not drowned in fleep were alarmed b 

the report of a piſtol : — They called the reſt, 
:magining thieves were breaking in, and arming 
themſelves as well as they could, ran to the win- 
cows to ſee what they could diſcover ; finding all 


quiet 


2 | a — 4 — 
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quiet there, my lady, who by this time was 
up, would have them ſearch the houſe : I duiſt 
not remain alone, ſo went with them through 
all the rooms, till coming to Fernando's cham- 
ber, and wondering that all this buſtle had not 
waked him, they knocked ſoftly, then more 
loud, and finding he did not anſwer, burſt open 
the door; where, alas! they found him lying 
on the floor with the piſtol yet clenched in his 
hand :—TIt appeared he had nat been in bed, 
for on enquiry his ſervant told us he had ordered 
him to leave a candle, for he ſhould fit up to 
read: — The candle was ſtill burning on the 
table, on which was alſo a ſtandiſh with a paper, 
ſuppoſed to be written by him juſt before his per- 
petration of this horrid deed; it contained theſe 
words: 


How contemptible, even at the beſt, is 
« man! how fluctuating is the human heart |— 
« how vague, how wandering its deſires | — 
« How little are we able to judge what it is we 
« truly aim at, or how long we ſhall proſecute 
that aim we prefer at preſent Who can be 
& certain he ſhall fot to-morrow loath, what 
« he to-day adores!— This ſhews there is no 
« ſuch thing as a real good on earth: — If there 
« were, in the multitude of our purſuits we 
„ ſhculd ſomewhere find it, and what was once 
& proved ſuch, would always be ſo; — Love, 
„ fame, ambition, wealth, when once attained, 
are empty dreams, meer ſhadows, which we 
c wonder at ourſelves for having waſted ſo much 
« time in chace of :—We all know this, yet 
« ſtill go on in the ſame beaten road : — Roam- 
<< ng from one acquiſition to another ; — never 
« eaſy, yet ever hoping to be ſo ; —always ex- 
| 6 pecting 
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« pecting happineſs, and always diſappointed : 

« Succeſs only ſerves to ſhew the worthleſſneſs 
« of the thing we have been toiling for: — The 
« world is nothing elſe but a oreat hoſpital of 
6 fools, a Bedlam, where he that moſt | 
in ſome new frenzy, attracts the greateſt 
&« number of followers, and is the mott con- 
« {iderable perſon : —Why then ſhould we de- 
« fire to live? Why with to propagate ſo 
« wretched a ſpecies ? —Were' we capable of 
„being influenced by the leaſt ſpark of com- 
« mon-ſenſe, we ſhould rather join in one reſo- 


( lution to plunge at once into eternity, and. 


either be nothing, or more happy. 


Men I conſider life tis all a cheat, | 
% Yet food with hope, men favour the deceit; 
« Truſt on, and think to-morrow will repay's 
«& To-morrow's falſer than the former 
« Lies more, and while it ſays we ſhall be bleft 
% With fome new joy, cuts off what we poſſeſt * 
&« Strange couz'nage ! none would live paſt years 
again, 
Lit all hope pleaſure in what yet reniain; 
** And from the dregs 0 1 life think to receive, 
« I, wh the firſt ſprightly running could not give. 
I'm tired with waiting for this chemic gold, 


«& Which foals us young, and beggars us when old. 


« DRYDEN thought juſtly when he wrote 


<* theſe lines; yet lived a long while after :;— 
He wanted reſolution, —I pity all who do.” — 


Iro this paper in my pocket, intending to 
ſhew it to my lady as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be in a 
condition to read it; but, alas! I know not 
whether ever ſhe will be ſo :—Her agonies are 
unut- 
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unutterable, — ſhe mourns the loſs of her ſon, 
but is much more terrified for his immortal part : 
I am little able to conſole, yet cannot think of 
leaving her till the arrival of her two neices, 
whom ſhe has fent for from HYorcefter : — The 
whole family are in the utmoſt diſtraction, and 
never did poor creature, who promiſed herſelf ſo 
much ſatisſaction as I did in this country, meet 
with ſo ſevere a diſappointment :— Poor Fer. 
nando, he now is convinced of thoſe facred 
truths he impiouſly preſumed to call in queſtion: 
No acquilitions of power, wealth, or pleaſure, 
could have made him happy, whoſe mind was 
not directed and balanced by religion. — O grant, 
heaven, that mercy may interpoſe between hin 
and offended juſtice :— My tears flow too faſt, 
I can write no more. —Adieu, my dear ſiſter, 
Yours affectionately, | 
| LeonoRa, 


EPISTLE XCIX. 


From SAPHIRA, MIRANDA, SERENA, and 
CLio, to a young gentleman of Oxford, celebrated 


for his wit and learning, deſiring him to write t1 
each of them. | 


S they ſent formerly to Delphos to en- 
8 quire of Apollo, who was the wiſeſt 
man in Greece, ſo we, on conſulting 
N Lemidas, who you know is the oracle 
of London, have received anſwer, that ** 
was the man of the moſt wit in Oxferd: We 
then defired to know in what manner we ould 
| receive 
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receive benefit from his wit, at tne diſtance of 
fifty miles, to which he replied, by à literary cor- 
reſpondence. We, therefore, all four, join to 
entreat you will immediately fulfil the divination, 
by ſending to each of us an eflay on a different 
ſubject, till when we ſubſcribe ourſelves your 
very impatient, but moſt humble ſervants, 
| SAPHIRA, 
Mix AN PDA, 
SERENA, 


X 40 EA FN O- * 


EPISTLE C. 
[ The anſwer, ] 


From ***# 14 SAPHIRA, MIRANDA, SERENA, 
and CLio, excuſing himſelf from writing to any 
of them in particular, by the difficulty of addreſſing 


them in a proper manner, 


Ladies, 


OW high an opinion ſoever J had of 

the oracle you mention, I ſhould, for 
Y the future, give no credit to his judg- 
ment, if I could believe he has decreed 
me an honour which does no way belong to me; 
but I rather think, that like the prieſteſſes of old, 
you have pronounced for him what he never 
meant to utter; but be that as it may, it is cer- 
tainly a malicious contrivance to involve me in 
perplexities from which you might eaſily foreſee 
i ſhould not well know how to extricate myſelf, 


Ir muſt be confeſſed. the young Trojan was 
very much put to it, when obliged to decide be- 
8 tWeen 
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tween three goddeſics, but my caſe is much more 
hard who have four to deal with: — Beſides, the 
celeſtial appearances on mount Ida, had each 
ber different attribute ; he had only to conſider, 
whether power, wiſdom, or beauty moſt de- 
ferved the prize; now my divinities have in each 
of them all theſe perfections blended, and that 
ſo equally, that it is impoſlible to give the pre- 
ference to any one? — How then ſhall I addreſs 
to you ? —If I begin with the moſt lovely Sa- 
phira, will not Miranda, Serena, and Clio, have 
reaſon to be offended ? — If to the moſt diſcreet 
Miranda, how will the reſt of you take it ? —If 
to the moſt enchanting Serena, or the moſt ex- 
cellent Clio, it will be ſtill "the ſame : —What- 
ever epithet [ give the one, is robbing the other: 
of their due. And though you ſhould even have 
ſo little of your ſex in you, as to compromiſe 
this matter between yourſelves, and reſolve to 
take every thing in good part, how ſhould I be 
able to forgive myſelt for the injuſtice I had been 
guilty of ? 


Tus you ſee, ladies, that by commanding 
me to write to each of you in particular, you 
have laid a ſtumbling- block at the very threſhold 
of my obedience, which it is impoſſible for me 
to get over :—It would be too much vanity in 

me to imagine this pretty ſtratagem was con- 

trived on purpoſe to catch the ſecret of my heart: 
However, I mult take particular care that the 
little rogue ſhall not diſcover himfelf in my eyes, 
when next I have the happineſs of ſeeing you, 
being determined to keep my partiality, if I have 
any, concealed from every one but her, in 
whole favour it is. | 1 


Bur 
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ore Bur all this is meer conjecture on both ſides, 
che ] am no more aſſured that you had any view of 
ich the nature I have mentioned, in the injunction 
er you Jaid on me, than you can be, that there are 
1 any grounds for my apprehenſions of being de- 
ch tected; or that I am, or ever am like to beg 
hat other than of all, and each of you, what I ſub- 
re- fcribe myſelf, 

els : 

. | Ladies, 

. An obſequious admirer, 5 
Ir | 

x. = And moſt devoted ſervant, 

0 | * * * 
re N 

iſe 
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From CI IO in the country, 16 HILLARIA i 
London, acquainting her with the diſagreeable- 
neſs of her ſituatien, and the reaſons ſhe had 
fer preparing 19 return to town, much ſooner than 
he intended on quitting it, with the character if 
her lady/hip. 


My dear HILLARIA, 


OV will be ſurprized that I already 
think of leaving a retirement I pro- 
poſed ſo much ſatis faction in, and 
reſolved to enjoy during the remain- 
der of the ſeaſon; but you will ſoon 
ceaſe to be fo, when I acquaint you how I am 
diſappointed in almoſt every end I propoſed to 
mylelf in coming hither, —Y ou know there were 
two motives which induced me to take up my 
reſidence for fome time in this village: The 
one to avoid the finoke of London, and breathe an 
air which I had before experienced was agreeable 
to my condition ; and the other to pet rid of the 
impel unent babble of ſome perſons, whole ac- 


quaintance 


I 
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quaintance I could by no way ſo well eſcape 
from: —The firſt of theſe would afford me great 
refreſhment, could I enjoy it in the full extent 1 
flattered myſelf with doing at my arrival; but as 
to the latter, I have only exchanged voices, and 
have in the ſound of one, all I flew from in thoſe 
of a mixed aſſembly. - 


You ſaw the perſon T have the misfortune to 
be lodged with: —You were with me when ſhe 
came in order to agree for the apartment: — 
You may remember ſhe was in weeds ; that ſhe 
told us the firſt year of her widowhood wanted 
ſome months of being expired, and that ſhe was 
the unhappy relict of a gentleman who having 
left her in indifferent circumſtances, ſhe lived in 
2 very retired way, ſaw no company, and kept 
but one ſervant. ——I often ſmile within myſelf at 
the kind concern you expreſt after ſhe was gone, 
leſt being in the houſe with fo diſconſolate a per- 
ſon, whoſe ſighs and groans could not but ſome- 
times reach my ears, ſhould have an effect on 
my temper to the prejudice of my health: In- 
deed I was a little apprehenſive myſelf, that 
being naturally of a commiſerating diſpoſition, 
and apt to ſuffer in the woes of others, thoſe of 
this ſorrowful widow might touch me more 
deeply than I wiſhed ;—but, my dear Hillaria, 
let both you and I henceforward give up all pre- 
tence to penetration: — Never more let us ven- 
ture to form a judgment at firſt fight : Never 
were two people ſo groſsly deceived as we have 
been :—for, would you believe it, this formal 
piece of mortality, who. ſeemed to have done 
with all defires of fleſh and blood, who looked 
more like a moving ſepulchre, than a living wo- 
man, has under that maſk of melancholly ſanctity, 
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all the warm inclinations of an Halen Bona- 
Rzta; the vanity of the more celebrated toaſt, 
formed to the capricious apiſhnels of a girl juſt 
come into her teens, and eager to prove herſelf 
a woman, by being known to have a lover. — 
In fine, this antiquated memento of death and 
futurity, is a perfect miſs, notable in her diſpo- 
ſition, and, without the excuſe of youth or beauty, 
like her, imagines her age and uglineſs capable 
of rendering her the idol of the men, and the 


envy of the women. 


I HAD b&en here but one night, when com- 
ing into my chamber, after having made me the 
ulual compliments of hoping I had enjoyed a 
good repoſe, and that 1 liked my bed, ſhe fat 
Gown, and without any ceremony began to tell 
me, that the greateſt misfortune of widowhood 
was being plagued with a crowd of lovers : — 


That for her part, ſhe was perfectly embarraſſed 


With the multiplicity of addreſſers, which every 


day increaſed upon her hands, — 1 do not know 
x. Þ.- 2 ſee in me, laid ihe affectedly, I am rot 
very young, nor do I think myſelf handjome, but ge 
where I will, I am peſtered with the impertunities 
of one fellow or another. — I told her, 1 ſuppoſed 
they imagined ſhe was very rich. No, madam, 
8 ſhe, it is well knoun my huſband left the 
greate/l part of his ſubſtance in truſt for me, and 

have only a poor balance, not ſufficient to maintain 
me as I would live. | 


SHE run on for a good while, repeating the 
fine things were ſaid to, her, but let me only 
into one part of her character; I found her ſilly, 
vain, and conceited to an exceſs, but did not 


ſuſpect her guilty of any amorous inclinations: 


- . * 


4 
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I thought that folly extiaguiſhed in her by age, 


and that the high- day of the blood had long ſince 
t been over with her; — but alas, as the ſong ſays, 
f ; 

b Aged Phillis, 

d M anton flill is: 


The poor creature is in love, diſtractedly in love, 
with a man young enough to be her fon, Wnom 
ſhe came accidentally acquainted with in a boat, 
and whoſe name, family, and circumſtances ſne 
knows no more of, 'than he is pleaſed to tell 
her. According to her report, he pretends an 
infinity or paſſion for her, but waves coming to 
the article of marriage, till he has taken the 
| truſt of her children's fortune from the hands it 
is at preſent. lodged in, and transferred it into 
bis: — The caſe between them, as I take it, 
{ſtands thus: —She wants him to be the bu/band, 
he wants only to be the guardian: — She has a 
violent inclination to his perſon, he to her ects, 
which, as they certainly are very trifling, ſhews 
him to be cither a very great villain, or in very 
wretched circumſtances. | 
Bor what is all this to me? you will ſay,— 
Why truly it would be nothing at all, if the 
woman had not taken it into her head to make 
me her conhdante, and were not continually! 
teazing me with the- repetition of her extrava- 
gancies: — One hour ſhe is fearful of diſobliging 
um, that ſhe reſolves to give up all, and truſt 


the to his honour for marrying her afterwards — 
only The next a gleam of reaſon ſhews her, that to 
uy, £9 before a lawyer with him, on the ſcore he 
not prefles for, is not the way to make him go with 
ons: her before a parſon; and according as her mind 
1 | F 2 changes, 
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changes, ſhe is ſure to come into my apartment 
with the detail of what happens to be her ſenti- 
ments at that time: — In vain my maid tells 
her I am buſy, am laid down to fleep ; no ex- 
.cuſe can keep her out :—She cries ſhe muſt 
| ſpeak one word to me, ſays ſhe will not ſtay a 
moment, yet never leaves me till the whole of 
all has 24 between her and this young favourite, 
is related over and over, and always with ſome 
_ freſh addition. 


Wir this ſtuff are my ears perpetually 
grated; I have no way of ſhunning the inceſſant 
din, but by keeping in my chamber, and lock- 
ing the door againſt her: — Whenever I go into 
the garden, ſhe watches my coming down, pur- 
ſues and perſecutes me the whole time I ſtay, 
and it is by a miracle almoſt I am ſometimes 

happy enough to get back into my apartment 
without her. 


Nou may think it ſtrange that her lover 
ſhould leave ſo much time upon her hands to be 
a plague to other people, but you muſt know, 
that for ſome reaſons he thinks proper to con- 
.ceal, he never comes a wooing till after day is 
ſhut in, and as for any other company, I doubt 
not. but the ſame I have to complain of, has 
made all her acquaintance ſhun her, with the 
like care I would do, were there a poſſibility of 


Jupo then, my dear Hillaria, of the dil- 
agreeableneſs of my preſent ſituation, and pardon 
my troubling you with this long letter on ſo 
trifling a ſubject:— I deſign for London next 
week, but in the mean time ſhould be glad atry 

| 3 wou 
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would ſend me ſomething ts fill my head with 
more pleaſing ideas, than thoſe which at preſent 
confound the little underſtanding heaven has bet 
ſo good to endue it with. It while I remain 
here any thing can reſtore me to my former ſelf, 
it will be a letter from you, which Lſhall im- 
patiently expect, and am, my dear Hillaria, 
Sincerely yours, 
CI ro. 


EPISTLE cn. 70 
From THEOPHILA to VIOL AN TE, on having re- 
ceived a letter from her, with an account that 


MARTASINDA had renounced all the 8 
pleaſures of life, and was turned Methodiſt. 


Dear VIOLANTE, n 

* Received your ſurprizing narrative, 
N and know not whether I am more re- 

. J joyced at the converſion of the late 
2 diſſolute Martaſinda, or gtieved for 
S thoſe who are weak and wicked enough to ridi= 
dt cule her for it: True devotion is ſeated in the 
* heart, that is the temple of the deity, and in 
* what place ſoever, or under what outward form 
of ſoever we pay our duty to the Moſt High, it is 

certainly better than not to do it at all. — If Mar- 

taſinda is ſincerely touched with a juſt ſenſe of 
I the enormities of her paſt life, and has taken the 
1520 road of penitence, we ought to hope it will con- 

* duct her to that goal which is the end of reli- 
8 gion, though the path by which ſhe purſues it, 
. may not be juſt ſuch as we could wiſh. 
uld | 
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IJ LAMENT with you the unhappy diviſions 
among chriſtians, and believe it is chicfly to that 
ve owe the growth of deiſm, or rather atheiſm, 
in theſe kingdems particularly; but yet, I can- 
not be of their opinion, who maintain that there 
is but one way of worſhip acceptable to heaven, 
and that all others, though ſpringing from the 
warmeſt zeal and pureſt love, is rather an af- 
front than a ſacrifice: — It is well, if to judge 
thus uncharitably, is not in effect a much greater 
error than the miſtake itſelf, however groſs it 
may appear to the too tenacious cenſurers.—1 
think there is ſomething extremely reaſonable in 
What Mr. Rowe ſays on this occaſion. 


Tool round, hi providence beſtorus alike 
Sun tine and rain to bleſs the fruuiſul year, 
On different nations, all of different faiths. 
And, tho by ſeveral names and titles worſhipp*d, 
Fleav'n takes the various tribute of their protſe ; 
Since all agree to own, at leaſt to mean, {of 
One Beſt, ane Greateſt, only Lord of all. 


Bur we have a greater authority than Mr, 
Rawe,. which forbids us to be ſevere on any re- 
ligion or ſe&.—St. Paul tells us, that it is not 
following Barnabas, or Cephas, or himſelf, but 
he who knows the will of the Lord, and does it, 
is acceptable to heaven: Let us not therefore 
repine, that Martaſinda is converted by the me- 
thod;/ts, but be glad ſhe is ſo by any means. — 
Adieu, my dear /olante, I am always, with the 


moſt perfect amity 
| | Yours, Cc. 


/THEOPHILA, 


"EE 


EPISTLE 
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From ASTREA to EUPHROSINE, giving her ſome 
deſcription of ber brother”s fine ſeat and gardens, 
with the manner in which ſhe paſſes her time there, 


My dear EUPHROSINE, 
O kindly defire to know in what 
manner I divert myſelf in a family, 
S the maſter of which is always abroad, 
© and paſſes the greateſt part of his time 
in exerciſes too robuſt for my conſtitution, and 
too noiſy for my inclination, and where you 
cannot conceive I can have any opportunity of 
opening my mouth, unleſs I would deſcend. to 
the converſation of the ſteward, houſe-keeper, 
or gardener, who I think may be looked upon as 
the chief domeſtics, — I might tell you that, 
thank heaven, I have not been fo great a ſpend- 
thriſt of the years I have lived in the world, as 
not to have laid up a ſufficient ſtock of obſerya- 
tions in my mind, wherewith to entertain myſelf 
in a ſolitude far leſs agreeable. than this; but I 
will not ſo far impoſe upon your underſtanding, 
becauſe I am ſenſible you know reflection and 
contemplation, however ſublime, it not ſome- 
times relaxed by amuſements of a leſs ſerious 
nature, are apt to fix a certain heavineſs on the 
ſpirits, which by degrees may grow into a me- 
lancholly, and render the beſt of cauſes produc- 
tive of the worlt effects; but I aſſure you, ſince 
my arrival here, my philoſophy has been put to 
no ſuch trial: — The ladies, not only of this, 
but of the neighbouring counties, under pretence 
4 | of 
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of paying their compliments to me, are glad of 
the opportunity of partaking the pleaſures this 
dilectable receſs is eapable of affording : — My 
brother has indeed diſcovered an uncommon ge- 
nius im rural elegance: —His gardens are laid 
out with the utmoſt propriety, and ornamented 
with a great number of exotic curioſities. —A 
winding hedge of myrtle, interſperſed with jeſſa- 
min and honeyſuckles, divides the whole into 
five partitions, and I muſt tell you, that with 
how much indolence ſoever my brother behaves 
in public affairs, his mind ſeems not quite void 
of that noble ſpirit, which invigorated cur an- 
ceſtors. —In the midft of each of theſe fine plots, 
is placed the ſtatue of ſome Britiſb hero, or di- 
ſtinguiſhed patriot, and on the top of an em- 
bowered arch, high in the center ſtands the 
goddeſs liberty, with all the charms in the power 
of ſculpture to beſtow : —You will eaſily con- 
ceive, my dear Euphrofine, how greatly I was 
pleaſed With the fight of this hieroglyphic, and 
the other great examples of public virtue, which 
diſcovered to me what I fo long had wiſhed to 
find in the ſoul of a perſon fo dear to me, both 
by blood and friendſhip :—T could not forbear, 
as we were walking together one day, expreſſing 
my ſatisfaction to him on this head, and told 
him that I was not without hope, that the heart, 
which paid ſo great a reverence to the virtues of 
antiquity, would in time be influenced to imitate 
them in practice. — To which he replied with a 
ſmile, That may be, my dear ſiſter, but you muſt 
give me leave to wait for a time, in which the vir- 
tues you mean ſhall become lefs obnoxious. — I ſaid 
no more, knowing how unwilling he is to ex- 
plain himſelf on this head; — but to return to 

wy deſcription, 
| THE 
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Tux walks gradually growing more narrow, 
a are terminated by a mount, on which an aſcent 
ö of marble ſteps leads to the eminence, whence 
: you have a proſpect over a great part of the 
country :—A caſcade of water falling from each 
ſide, form little rivulets, acroſs each of theſe is 
, a bridge, where a Tryton ſtands inviting you to 
8 paſs over to the other ſide, and take your eaſe 
- in grottos, compoſed of ſhell-work, with banks 
2 of moſs commodiouſlly placed, either to fit or lye 
1 retired upon. The foot of the mount between 
0 the rivulets is a large camomile oblong ſquare, 
5 which brings you into a wilderneſs extreme] 
* thick and y, and grottos, by which ways 
5 you may alſo go quite back into the gardens 
5 without repaſſing the mount: — Indeed, my 
* dear, nothing can be more pleaſant than this 
1 place; every thing conſpires to charm, and lull 
F the mind into a ſweet forgetfulneſs of all its 
+ cares: The warbling of the birds above your 
d head, the agreeable murmur of the waters be- 
h neath your feet, the various odours from the 
4 ſurrounding plants, which perfume the ambient 
h air; — the variegated beauties which ſalute your 
'2 eyes what way ſoever you turn, may defend me 
S from the cenſure of partiality to my brother's : 
9 taſte, when I ſay that nothing can be better con- 
t. trived to regale all the ſenſes at once, even to a 
4 profuſion of delight, than this enchanting receſs. 

4 AFTER what I have ſaid, you will not think 
fe it ſtrange that I have too little time on my hands 
4 for contemplation; even now a flow of com- 
| pany are juſt pouring in at the gate, —I muſt 
5 haſten to receive them, and conclude with aſ- 


ſuring you that I am, with the moſt perfect 


amity, my dear Euphraſme, yours, c. | 
1 5 | ASTREAs- 
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P. S. I need not tell you I long impatiently to 
hear from you: Once more adieu. 


— 
* 
9 I 
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From ASTREA to EUPHROSINE, giving her an 
account of a very ſurprizing adventure ſhe had 
met with as ſhe had been taking the air with ber 
brother in the park, and the concern it had in- 
volved her in. 


My dear EuPpnROSINE, 

O U know I have been accuſtomed to 
| be pretty punctual in diſcharging the 
| | ” > 357 obligations my friends confer.on me, as 


#1 Ba ſoon as it is in my power, and may 
1 perhaps think it ſtrange that Fhave let two poſts 
1 o from hence without paying the debt your laſt 
Paid me under, but I aſlure you at the time . 
received it, and ſome days after, my ſpirits were 
| in ſo great an agitation, that I was utterly unable 
"| to make uſe of my pen. — The occaſion I dare 
''F ſay you will be anxious to know, and I therefore 
take the firſt opportunity of relating it. 


| you of my brother's fine retreat, I made any 
mention of his park, which I then had not feen, 
though heard much in the praiſc of: — The de- 
light he takes in it, has made him often preſs 
me to go and ſee it; accordingly we ſet out juſt 
at day- break, which you know, at this ſeaſon of 


1 the year, is about four oclocx: We went in a 
18 chaiſe and ix, and had two ſervants on horſe- 
| 18 „ 


5 
ö 
| 
{ 
{ I xxo not whether in the deſcription I gave 
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back : — As our journey was but ſeven miles, we 
propoſed driving once round the park, and return- 
ing by the time at which I uſually breakfafted : 
—As we drew near, one of the ſervants galloped 
before to give notice to the park-keeper in order 
that the great gate might be opened for the 
chaiſe ; but he had not paſt us more than the 
length of his hofſe, when we ſaw him ſtop ſhort, 
and the coachman driving on, Here has been miſ- 
chief done to night, cried he; on which my bro- 
ther pulled the ſtring, and IBoking out, ſaw the 
craſs was ſprinkled with blood: — Yonder lies 
G woman murdered, ſaid the man, I do not ſee her 
move. My brother at theſe words jumped out 
of the chaiſe, and ran to the, place his ſervant 
pointed to: — I was too much frighted to ſtay 
behind, and immediately followed, where I be- 
held the moſt, ſhocking ſpectacle my eyes had 
ever met: It was a young creature who ſeemed 
of condition by the richneſs of her riding habit, 
which was green ſatin, fringed with gold; — 
ſhe had no covering on her head, and her hair, 
which hung down on her cheek, was full of 
blood, which ſeemed to iſſue from a wound 
. ſomewhere about her breaſt : - On a more cloſe 
examination, we perceived ſome figns of life in 
her, and one of the men railing her a little, ſhe 
opened her eyes half way, and preſently after 
cried, in a faint voice, but diſtinct enough to be 
intelligible, u have any humanity in you, con- 
vey me to ſome place where I may die with decency + 
My brother, who has a great deal of compaſ- 
ſion in his nature, was diſtracted at the impoſſi- 
bility there ſeemed of giving her any aſſiſtance, 
there being no town, nor even houſe near; but 
I had more preſence of mind than he on this oc- 
caſion, and ſent one of the men to the park- 


F 6 - keeper's 


108 EPISTLES Book IX. 


keeper's little hut, who being informed of the 
accident, came running out with his wife, and 
a bottle of brandy. —I made them fetch water 
in a large bucket, and having ſtript my patient 
to her ſhift and under petticoat, threw it upon 
her: — This I did to {top the blood, which by 
the ſwiftneſs of its lowing, I eaſily foreſa would 
be fatal, if her wounds were not fo :— I found a 
large cut in her neck, another in her left arm, 
both which my brother ſaid, ſeemed to be made 
with a hanger, and juſt below her breaſt, very 
near the pit of her ſtomach, a ſwelling of a round 
form, about the bigneſs of a Partugueze three 
pound twelve ſhilling piece, and very black: It 
was plain that this contuſion had been made by 
a violent blow, but with what kind of inſtru- 
ment, or weapon, was palt conjecture. 


Tk water had the effect I hoped for, the 
bleeding ceaſed, after which I waſhed the wounds 
with ſome of the brandy the woman had brought, 
and bound them up to keep the air from getting 
into them, with ſuch things as the park-keeper's 
wife could furniſh me with: — The fmart 
which the brandy occaſioned, I ſuppoſe it was, 
brought the poor lady to herſelf; ſhe opened 
her eyes again, and would have ſpoke, but had 
not ſtrength, 


As there was a poſlibility ſhe might live, if 
proper care were taken, we conſulted in what 
manner we ſhould diſpoſe of her : —My brother 
thought it impoſſible the could be attended as be- 


_ - fitting her condition, or the rank ſhe ſeemed to 


be of, with the park-keeper, fo reſolved to take 
her to his houſe ; but how to convey her thither 
ſafely without a litter was the difficulty: But 


1 
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this, by the help of a little contrivance, we got 
over. We put all the garments I had ſtript her 
of into one {ide of the chaiſe, and covered them 
with a blanket I made the park-keeper bring, 
raiſed a ſeat equal in my knees as I ſat, then 
wrapt her up warm, and laid her acroſs, ſo as her 
head reſted on my lap, and her feet on the fide 
of the chaiſe :—-My brother got on one of his 
men's horſes, and in this poſition, the coach- 
man driving very flow, we brought her home, 
where ſhe was immediately put to bed : —During 


this little journey, ſhe had ſeveral times at- 


tempted to ſpeak, but had not the power, and- 
as I aſſiſted in putting the pillow under her head, 
that ſhe mignt lie as eaſy as poſſible, ſhe catched 
hold of that hand which was neareſt to her, and 
prefied it with all the force her weakneſs would 
permit, looking on me at the ſame time with 
eycs, which, though deprived of all their ra- 
diance, had yet an inexpreflive lovelineſs in 
them, and ſeemed to ſpeak all the ſentiments 
of a ſoul overflowing with gratitude for the good 
offices ſhe received trom me, 


A SURGEON, whom my brother had loſt no 
time in ſending for from the next town, being 
arrived, he ſearched her wounds, and to our 
great ſatisfaction aſſured us, that none of them 
were mortal: — That her greateſt danger was 
the loſs of blood, which he ſaid had been fo 
great, that had it continued but a few minutes 
longer, her life muſt inevitably have iſſued with 
it, - He added, that the contuſion on her breaſt 
would take the longeſt time to cure, and ſeemed 
no leſs at a lois, than I had been, to gueſs by 
what means it had been occaſioned. 


AFTER © 
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AFTER having given the neceſſary directions 
as to what regimen was to be obſerved in her 
diet, he deſired, that above all things, care 
mould be taken to keep her as quiet as poſſible, 
and that even when ſhe received her ſpeech, 
as he doubted not but ſhe would after a little 
fleep, no queſtions ſhould be aſked her con- 
cerning the abuſe ſhe had received, nor an 
thing ſaid in her hearing which had any rela- 
tion to it; becauſe the leaſt agitation of ſpirits 
in her preſent ſtate, might make her wounds 
bleed afreſh, and be of the moſt dangerous con- 
Sequence. —Theſe orders being given, he took 
his leave, promiſing to make a ſecond viſit in the 
evening. | 


WuriLt I was employed above ſtairs with the 
furgeon and his patient, my brother was no leſs 
Hurried below : — The great hall was full of peo- 
ple: - A gentleman from London, whom ſome 
buſineſs had brought into the country, and was 
at a tenant's of my brother's, had the night be- 
fore been robbed by his ſervant of all his money, 
his watch, ſeveral bank bills, and, in fine, every 
thing elſe of value he had with him: — My bro- 
ther granted his authority, as cuſtas rotulorum of 
the county, to purſue and ſearch for the villain 
in all the houſes liable to ſuſpicion, and would 
Have accompanied the gentleman himſelf, know- 
ing him to be a perſon of family and fortune, 
had he not been too much diſconcerted with the 
accident above related: — He made him an in- 
vitation to his houſe, however, on his return 
home from the purſuit, and inſiſted on his ma- 
Eing it his home while his affairs detained him 
in the country. The ſtranger accepted the in- 
vitation, not having been very commodioully 
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jodged, as it was but a poor ill-furniſned inn, 
though the only one thereabouts. 


As nothing hindered my brother from going in 
purſuit of this villain, but the kind conſidera- 
tion that I ſhould be too deeply affected with the 
condition of my fair patient, if left alone to me- 
ditate upon it, he ſtayed at home with me the 
whole day; — as it happened no company came, 
which I was extremely glad of, not being in a 
ſtate of mind proper to entertain them: I or- 
dered my woman to fit by the bed ſide of the 
wounded lady, and apply ſuch things as were 
preſcribed ; notwithſtanding which, I went al- 
moſt every hour into her chamber, and to my great 
ſatisfaction found ſhe had taken ſeveral ſlumbers, 
which, though ſhort, very much refreſhed her: 
—ohe had recovered her ſpeech, and on fight 
of me, cried, My charming 3 and benefac- 
tre: With what words ſhall-1 thank your goodneſs? 
— I replied, that J thought it, as T really did, the 
greateſt piece of good fortune I ever met with in 
my life, to have the opportunity of being ſervice- 
able to her; and that if ſhe imagined any grati- 
tude was due to me, ſhe muſt ſhew it in a {trick 
obſervance of the rules preſcribed for her, which 
adove all things was to forbear ſpeaking, and to- 
Keep her mind as free as poſſible from all per- 
plexing thoughts. hen you have a little more 
Jirength, added I, I /hall be glad to hear by what 
urhappy accident you were reduced to the condition 
uu are in; but till then, would be very ſorry to in- 
dulge a curioſity which might coſi you jo dear : — T 
fatter myſelf with enjoying, in the friendſbip of fo 
egreeable a perſon, a greater recompence than the 
little I have dane, or ever can db, is able to deſerve. 
With thele words I left the chamber, to prevent 
any anſwer ſhe might have made. IAR 


* 
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THE maids, who had the charge of cleaning 
her garments from the blood with which they 
had been in a manner dyed, told me there was 
nothing in her pocket except a handkerchief, 
but in the inſide of her ſtays, juſt within the lining, 
which they were obliged to rip for waſhing, they 
found a ſmall picture which had been ſowed in, 
as might be ſuppoſed for the better concealing it: 
Ibis they brought to me, —it was the reſem- 
blance of a handſome young man, with a cryſtal 
over it, ſet in gold, and a cypher of ſmall dia- 
monds on the back : — The glaſs was broke, the 
ſtones looſe in their ſockets, and ready to fall 
out, and both the frame and picture very much 
bent, as ſomething had been puſhed forcibly 
againſt it: This made me imagine that a blow 
given her juſt in this place, had occaſioned the 
contuſion in her breaſt, the hurt being exactly 
of the ſame bigneſs with the picture :—1T laid the 
jewel carefully by, not doubting but it was very 
precious to her, but reſolved to make no men- 
tion of any ſuch thing to her, till ſhe had reco- 
vered a greater ſhare of ſtrength. | 


THe ſurgeon came in the evening according 
to his promiſe, but did not think fit to take off 
the bandages till next morning: — He found her 
entirely free from a fever, and gave us great 
hopes that her cure would be ſpeedy : — After he 
was gone, and my fair patient left to her repoſe, 
my brother and ſelf went to ſupper, but we had 
ſcarce ſeated ourſelves, when word was brought, 
that the inn-keeper, who had attended the gen- 
tleman in purſuing his wicked ſervant, was re- 
turned and begged to be admitted: My brother 
ordered he ſhould be brought in, and aſked if 
they had taken the fellow, on which he gave ry 
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following account: — That the party he was 
with, for they divided themſelves into ſeveral 
{mall bodies, in order to prevent the fellow from 
eſcaping any croſs road, having continued their 
purſuit ſome twelve or fourteen miles, one of the 
foremoſt ſpied a horſe ſaddled and compleatly ac- 
coutred, grazing without a rider. —T he gentle- 
man preſently cried out, it was his own horſe, 
and the ſame his man rode away with: — Ve 
then, ſaid the inn-keeper, concluded our ſearch was 
near at an end, as indeed it was, for we found him 
ling in a ditch covered with blood, and m an ex- 
tiring condition : His ſtull was fractured, one of 
his thighs broke, and, I think, both his arms difloca- 
el. Me did not, however, know at firſt how 
much he was hurt, and his maſter was beginning to 
rate the ingratitude and villany he had been gui 
F towards him, when the: wretch cried. aut. 
mercy, heaven, you do nat know, Sir, the wor 7 
my crimes ! — What I have flolen may be mn. | 
lut Altezeera bat of Altezcera, interruptæd 
the gentleman in ſuch an agitation as I cannot tell 
hw to deſcribe? Dead] dead! anſwered the 
wretch, murdered ! barbaroufly murdered by my 
c hand :—-O mercy ! — Mercy, heaven ! and 
wich theſe words expired. 


THE gentleman, continued he, ſeemed quite 
frantic on hearing this confeſſion 3 we had much 
ado to prevent him from running his ſword 
through the body of bim, who was now paſt 
ſenſe of feeling it, and afterwards from exerciſi 
that act of deſperation on himſelf : —I thought 
we ſhould never have got him back to my houſe, 
and now he is there, I know not what to do with 
him; for he will certainly be mad; — but who this 


| Altezeera is, er Where the murder was committed, 
| We cannot find out, 1 
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I Bap not as yet an opportunity of telling 
my brother any thing concerning the picture that 
had been found in the ſtays of the wounded lady; 
but it now came into my head, that ſhe was the 
ſame who the villain had ſo inhumanly abuſed, 
"and whoie ſuppoſed death had thrown the gen- 
tleman into ſuch agonies: — As this would be 
eaſily proved by producing the picture, I ran 


Yang ag and fetched it, defiring both my] 


brother and the inn-keeper to tell me, if it bore 


any reſemblance with the face of the afflicted 
_ ſtranger : = They both aſſured me, that it did, 


and, in their opinion, could be drawn for no 
other: On my relating where it had been found, 
my brother joined with me in believing the 
wounded lady, under our care, was no other 
than the Atezzrra, who ſeemed: ſo dear to the 


ſtranger ;. and that this ſecond adventure would 


\unravel the myſtery of the firſt. He therefore 
reſolved to go directly to him, and put an end 
to his diſtreſs, by letting him know the good 


fortune we had of preſerving a young lady that 


morning, who might, if providence” had not 
"Tent us ſo opportunely to her relief, have been 
inevitably loſt for ever, as her cruel abuſer 
doubtleſs imagined ſhe was. 70 


I BEGGED, however, that he would not be 
too ſudden in revealing the affair, left the ruſh of 
joy, on ſuch an exceſs of grief, might have a fa- 
tal effect, either on his reaſon or his life: My 


brother told me he was aware of it, and would 


behave with all precaution. 


A As the inn was ſcarce two miles of, my bro- 
ther accompanied his tenant on foot, and in 
about an hour and a half returned with . 
: . 0 r, 
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der, for that was the name of the gentleman, 


whom be had in a manner forced along with 


him Though horror, confuſion, and the moſt 


poignant anguiſh ſat on every feature, I was im- 
mediately convinced he was the original of the 


portrait J had in my pocket: My brother, in 
preſenting him to me, ſaid, Sifter, this grutlema 


imagines he has loft a miſtreſs dearer to him than his 


life, ty the willany of his own ſervant :—IVhat ſay 


u, are we to judge whelly by apptd#ances'? Wed 


THIS gentleman, anſwered I, I hope is tos wiſe 
ts ds ſo: — Heaven, for a trial of our fortitude, of 
ten threatens ts with misfortunes it never intends to 


inflict :=—T flatter myſelf what he fo much lumentr, 


is of the nature I have mentioned. —TWotld to Gol, 
redam, faid he with a ſigh, which ſeemed to 


rend his heart ſtrings, I had "the leaſt room 
doubt ; but the villain with his dying breath confeſſed 
the horrid crime. Perhaps, reſumed I, he might 


fuppoſe his brutal rage had taken ect He mipht 
wornd her, but not mortally :— Come, Sir, con- 
tinued I, perceiving he was ready to fink-with 
inward grief, which before h- endeavouted to 


reſtrain, J beſeech you take comfort: — have a 


Armg prepoſſs/ſion that the lady pill ies to reward 
fuch conſlant affettion as yours appears to be. I am 


of the- ſame mind with my ſiſter, © cried my brother, 
and dare almpft promiſe you a fight of the fair in- 


jured Altezeera, in a very ſhort time. O, were 


there poſſibility of hoping for "the bleſng, I 4vould 


Hrgive all elſe in the power of fate ': - But ſhe is too 
farely dead : — Irrecoverably lat hat miracle can 


reſl;re her to me, dear, murdered * Altezeera | — 
The Irvelieft, beſt of women, is fallen à ſacrifice to, 
I Ang nat what, inhuman motive. 8 
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1 — fain have aſked him if he could 


yes by what means ſhe fell into the power of 
:h 


a monſter ; but eaſily judging he could not 
reſolve me in this point, without entering into a 
narrative his preſent condition would but ill ad- 
mit of, I deferred the ſatisfaction of my curio- 


ſity, till he ſhould be more at caſe to afford it 


me. 


I sH0ULD write you a book inſtead of a letter, 
if I were to repeat the many arguments made uſe 
of, both by myſelf and brother, to bring him in- 
to an imagination of the poſſibility of his miſtreſs 
having eſcaped the cruel ſtroke intended for her. 
—All we urged, however, was ineffectual, till 
ventured to ſpeak ſomewhat more plain :—May 


a perſon, ſaid I, has been extremely, nay dangerouſy 


wounded, and even laid out for dead, yet have ri. 


covered: ho knows but in the very criſis between 
lite and death, ſome heavenly-direfted hand might 


adminiſter relief, and ſave the foul juſt fleeting mto 


eternity Perhaps, Altezeera, thus preſerved, is 
this moment thinking of Philander, and longing ts 


communicate to him-the means of her preſervation, 


Isroxk this with ſuch an air, as made him 
think there was ſonſething more in them, than 


merely to ſooth his griefs by a flattering ſuppo- 
ſition, and looking earneſtly in my face, 4h, 
madam, ſaid he, if any accident has diſcovered to 
you any thing relating to my Altezeera, I beſcech, 
4 conjure you to reveal it to me. 


I am not certain, anſwered I, that a lady who 
was found deſperately wounded this morning in a field 
adjoining to my brother's park, is the ſame yiu 
mean; but if ſhe prove ſo, I dare venture to aſfurt 
7 you 


Fs 


9 
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„ of her life at preſent : — I pere is that lady ? 


cried he, impatiently, — the leafl glimpſe of ber 
face, the leaſt accent of ber dear, yet well-known 
dice, will ſoon convince me of my happineſs or 


nuſery. 


SHOULD the fair perſon I mean, replied I, 
ze in reality your Altezeera, a viſit from you in the 
condition to which ſhe is reduced, might utterly de- 
fray all the efforts have been made to ſave her, and 
be no leſs fatal than the wounds ſbe has received muft 
have been, without the immediate interpoſition of 
Divine Providence. — But, there are other ways 
1 eaſe your ſuſpenſe, which I will point aut, 
continued I, provided you give me your ſolemn pro- 
miſe not to attempt ſeeing her, till ſhe is better able 
n ſuſtain ſo agreeable a ſurprixe. 


Having given me his word to ſubmit to 
my directions in every thing relating to this 
affair, I aſked him if he had never made a pre- 
ſent to Altezeera of his picture? To which he 
anſwering in the affirmative, I ſhewed him the 


_ had been taken out of the wounded lady's 
yS. 


Jopcx, my dear Euphroſine, of the tranſport 
this conviction gave him ; I ſhall only tell you, 
it was ſuch as ſufficiently proved how nece 
tne caution J had obſerved in making the diſco- . 


very was, to prevent it from taking too violent an 
effect on his underſtanding. : 
By degrees I proceeded to let him into the 
whole of this adventure, but he had no ſooner 
known that it was to us ſhe owed her pre- 
lervation, than the expreſſion of his gratitude 
7 exceeded 
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exceeded all -bounds.: — He threw: himſelf at my 


feet, kiſſing my bands with the ſame ardour he 
would have done thoſe: of his miſtreſs:— Em- 
braced my brother, called him his guardian an- 
gel, and it was a conſiderable time before we could 


put any ſtop to the immoderate raptures of his 


* 

I THoUGHT I had now a right to be let into 
the hiſtory of a paſſion in theſe days ſo very ex- 
traordinary, and no ſooner ſigniſied my curioſity 


in this point, than he very obligingly gratified it, 


relating all that paſſed between him and Alte- 


⁊cera during the whole progreſs of their loves to 


the very evening of that unhappy. accident, which 


Was near parting them for ever. | 


To repeat it in his own words, even if my 
memory would permit, which is impoſlible, 


would be too tedious, fince three parts in four 


of the narrative he made us was expatiating on 


the virtue, beauty, ſweetneſs of his miſtreis, 


and his own admiration of thoſe amiable quali- 
ties, and even that which was moſt material, 
often interrupted with exclamations on the ſe- 
verity of his fate, which had thrown ſo many 


bars between him and the . accompliſhment of 


his deſires. - I ſhall therefore give the plain ac- 
count as I ſelected it from the leſs material, tho 
I cannot but ſay very affecting particulars. 


Altezcera, it ſeems, is the daughter of a gen- 
tleman whom ſome fortuitous events have raiſcd 
to a pitch of opulence; yet not being content 
with enjoying his wealth in a private life, he 
neglects nothing that he. thinks will tend to the 


aggrandizing himſelf and family, and as the moſt 


likely 
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kcly way of ſucceeding in this point, takes all 
oy portunities of teſtiſying his attachment to the 
preſent poſſeſſors of the throne of Great- Britain. 
It has however ſucceeded ſo well as to make him 
taken notice of at court, and procure a com- 
miſion in the army for his ſecond ſon, and one 
in the navy for his third; as for the eldeſt he is 
of a different way of thinking, and will by no, 
means accept of an employment under the go- 
rernment, though he had the offer of one, both 
lucrative and honourable : This would greatly 
incenſe the old gentleman, perhaps even enough 
to occaſion his being diſinherited, were the true 
motive of his refuſal known, but he finds ways 
of evading it, and by joining his father in railing 
againſt the principles of acobiti/m, makes him 
far from ſuſpicious, that it is by them he is in- 
fuenced to refuſe whatever would oblige him to 
take the oaths, —— Ormuja, for that was his name, 
has maintained a long friendſhip with Philander, 
but knowing him violent in that cauſe to which 
tis father is ſo averſe, never brought him home, 
for fear any diſpute concerning party-afiairs, 
ſhould happen between them: — They were, 
however, ſeldom a day aſunder, and Ormuſia 
being ſeized with a fit of the gout, which con- 
fined him for a long time to his chamber, could 
not live without the company of his dear Phi- 
ander — Altezzera, who had the molt tender re- 
card for this brother, an account of his being 
poſſeſt of qualities infinitely more amiable than 
cither of her others, was almoſt continually with 
him :—She either read ſome agreeable book, vr 
lung to him, which greatly alleviated the pain of 
nis Ciftemper : — Here Philander frequently ſaw 
her, and here it was he firſt imbibed a paſſion he 
had neyer been ſenſible of beſore. The perſon. 
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and accompliſhments of this amiable companion 


of a brother ſo dear to her, had all the effec the 


poſſeſſor of them could wiſh on the young heart 
of Altezeera : —Ormufia obſerved in the eyes of 
both the deſires with which they were inſpired, 


.and, as he thought, they were in every cir- 


cumſtance adapted to make each other happy, 
reſolved to encourage this mutual flame. 


Ir was he who emboldened Philander, to hope 
Altezeera would not be inflexible to his offers, 
.and contrived fuch opportunities for him to ad- 
dreſs her, as ſhe could not well have avoided, 
even had ſhe had an inclination to do ſo; but 
her brother's behaviour giving a ſanction to her 
wiſhes, her lover found her more condeſcending 
.than he could have hoped for without that pre- 
tence. — In fine, this tender intercourſe ended in 
a mutual aſſurance of everlaſting affection, and 
a ſolemn promiſe never to be but each other's, — 
Ormuſia growing better, quitted his chamber, 
but Philander being now acquainted with the 
whole family, made his viſits almoſt as fre- 
quently as before: — The old gentleman being 
much abroad, and his two younger ſons at their 


reſpective poſts, the lovers had many opportu- 


nities of repeating to each other the ſincerity of 
that paſſion, with which both were equally in- 
flamed, and Philander had now thoughts, as he 
knew no objection could be made, either as to 
his family, or eſtate, of declaring to the father 
of Altezeera his pretenſions : — Ormuſia approved 
of his deſign, and he went one day with a full 


| retolution to addreſs the old gentleman on that 


head. —No converſation had yet happened when 
Philander was preſent concerning party- affairs, 
ſo his principles on that point were a- ſecret; 
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but unluckily for him, a perſon who was well 
acquainted with them, and had ſeen him often 
with Ormiſia, had that very morning informed 
the old gentleman of all, and aſked him, how he 
came to permit his ſon to converſe with a known 
Fecobite, ſuch as Philander, Nothing could ex- 
ceed the rage with which this piece of intelligence 
-ſpired"the father, and when Philander entered, 
and was beginning to uſher in the requeſt he 
was about to make, with ſome fine ſpeech pro- 
per for the occaſion, — Sir, cried the old gentle- 
man, I Hear range things of you, and if you 45 
ot clear yourſelf of an accuſation laid to your charge, 
rat/t deſire you to refrain commy to ny houſe any 
nere, or keeping company with my ſon: — Bleſs me, 
continued he; I might have been undone, utterly 
ruined in my fortune and character, if I had nt 
been warned in time, | 


Philander was ſo much confounded at this un- 
expected treatment, that he could only afk him 
what he meant by it, , fir, replied the 
other, I am told, by very good authority, that you 
are a malrontent, — a Jacobite, — an »pþpugner of 
the illuſtricus family of Hanover, or, in other wards, 
a rebel. | W 


HAD any man but yourſelf called me ſo, an- 
ſwered Phllander, ſomewhat warmly, I ſhould 
have #nown that 'fort of "reply it Toon!d become me 
to make : — But the reſbect ] have for yon, is a bond 
I cannot break through : — Yet, fir, permit me to ſay, 
17 word or action of mine ever gave cauſe for brand- 
mg me with the odious appellation of rebel, Hh 

NO, "cried the old ' gentleman; pouring out'a 
glaſs of wine, let te fo yon down on your Enter, 

Vor. II. G and 
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and drink confiſn to the pretender, and all hi 
bread. — Sir, ſaid Philander, greatly ſhocked, it 
7s not in my nature to wiſh confuſion to any one, and 
T haye you are tes grad a chriſtian to defire it of me 
in earneſt. — Chtiſtian, or ne chriſtian, cried the 
old centleman in a hurry, he that will not drink 
confuſion to the pretender, his ſons, and all his ad- 
herents, I ſay, is worſe than an infiael : — But [ 
nd what you are, — all is true I heard of you : — 
Therefore, fir, I agſire you will forbear my houſe, 
and if I hear my fon continues to keep you company, 
he had better do ſomewhat elſe. 


T HAYE inſerted this part of the dialogue, my 
dear Eupliroſine, merely to divert you, and to 
 ſhew you how unjuſt and ridiculous an over- 
acted loyalty may render a perſon : — Philander, 
however, who had his own reaſon ſor bringing 
his antagoniſt into better humour, appeared ex- 
tremely cool, and though he could not perſuade 
himſelt to deny his attachment to the Stuart fa- 
milv, he endeavoured to make the old gentleman 
believe that, though he had the moſt tender 
commileration for the ſufferings of thoſe unfor- 
tunate exiles, and the greateſt admiration of their 
virtues, yet he was far from wiſhing to attempt 
any thing in prejudice of the houſe of Hanover. 


Bur this was ſo far from pacifying the father 
ef Altezecra, that he grew more outrageous, and 
a ſecond time forbidding him his houſe, the lover 
was obliged to return without accompliſhing any 
part of the buſineſs he had come upon. 


Orm/ia after this durſt not appear in public 
with Philander, but the fame. friendſhip as ever 
ſubſiſted between them, and he not only ſaw him 
W 8 2 oe frequently 
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frequently in private, but alſo contrived inter- 
views between him and Altexcera, who did not 
like her lover the leſs for his ſteady adherence to 
his principles, ſhe being of the ſame herſelf, — 
But to return, 


Tris lady having eighteen thouſand pounds 
left her by her grandmother, to be paid on the 
day of her marriage, or when ſhe ſhould come 


of age, was under no neceſſity, in point of in- 


tereſt, to conſult her father in the choice of a 
hnſband: — Duty, however, had hitherto re- 
ſtrained her from giving her hand without his 


permiſſion, but as the prejudice he had taken to 


Philander, was as unlikely to be removed as it 
was unreaſonable, ſhe thought ſhe might be 
diſpenſed with from rendering herſeif and lover 
unhappy merely to ſubmit to ſo cruel a caprice. 


HER brother fortified her reſolution in this 
point, appointed a day for the celebration of their 
marriage, though it was thought proper by the 
lovers, as well as himſelf, that he ſhould be pre- 


ſent at it :—All things were conducted with that 


ſecrely, that the old gentleman had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion any affair of love was carrying on be- 
tween his daughter, and the man he ſo much 


hated, till the eve before that morning, when ſhe 


was to ſteal out, and give herſelf away for ever. 


Tx fatal diſcovery was made by her unhap- 
pily dropping a letter where her father found it : 
—By the deſcription of his behaviour, it could 


only be compared to what we meet with in Bed- 
lam He treated Altezeera with the moſt bitter 
Teproaches, and had he not been with-held by 


his own ſervants, who feared he would kill her, 
G 2 had 
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had certainly committed ſame outrage on her 
perſon ; he locked her into the chamber. and 
kept the key, however, himſelf. vg 


Hayyy for Ormuſia, and the lovers alſo, that 
His name was not mentioned in this luckleſs let- 
ter, ſo that though his father upbraided him for 
having introduced ſuch a villain (for fo he term- 
ed Philander ) into his family, yet he had no ſuſ- 
picion of his having any ba in the intended 
marriage; and the young gentleman had the 
addreſs to prevent him from believing any thing 
againſt him in this point, though ſome there 
were that laboured to inculcate in him a different 
opinion, 


NEITHER Philander in the abſence of his ado- 
Fable, nor Altezeera in her confinement, was 
without ſome glimpſe of hope from the integrity 
of this dear friend: —He indeed practiſed every 
method for the enlargement of his ſiſter:— 
When his father was abroad, he tried every key 
in the houſe, but could find none would open 
the door of her priſon, and to force it was im- 
poſſible, without the nojſe alarming the ſervants: 
There ſhe was compelled to remain, till her fa- 
ther having formed his reſolutions, went into 
her one morning, and bidding her follow him, 
put her into a coach and ſix, in which one man 
and two women attended to receive her. — She 
had no time for complaints, or expoſtulations : 
— The door of the houſe was immediately ſhut, 

and the coach drove away with all poſſible rapi- 
dity :—She was thus carried, without knowing 

whither, to this county, and placed in a ſmall 


houſe, at preſent occupied by 2 perſon, Who, 


find, is a dependant on her father, where the 


} 
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a perſon who received her, had ftrict orders to con- * 
finc her, to let no perſon whatever have acceſs 1 
| to her, and to refuſe her even the privilege of [+ 
pen and paper. og 
: Tux father, tho' he entertained no doubts of q 
* Ormuſia on this ſcore, would not reveal to him | 
. how he had diſpoſed of his ſiſter; but the young 
4 gentleman, by the manner in which ſhe was 
4 carried off, had ſome conjecture of the truth; 
2 which on the return of thoſe who accompanied 
| her, he had artifice enough to ſift from the mouth 
S of one of them. — Ph:lander, who proteſts he 
EA would have ſearched the whole world for his be- 
loved Alitezeera, no ſooner had an account where 
ſhe was, than he immediately took horſe, at- 
* tended but by a valet de chambre, whom he had 
fo lately hired, but whom he found a fellow of an 
ity uncommon ſhare of cunning, and therefore a 
Ty perſon proper to be employed in the atiair he 
Td had in hand; as he did not doubt but the fair 
ey object of his wiſhes would be kept as inacceſſible, 
an as while under the key of her obdurate father. 
raj As our lover had no acquaintance in theſe 
25 parts, he took up his lodging at the inn I before 
nto mentioned; which, tho' a wretched one, was 


the moſt commodious for his purpoſe, as being 


the neareſt to the houſe where Altezeera was 
confined. 


Tux valet had the addreſs to make the diſco- 
very his maſter expected from him, and the 
tranſported Philander no ſooner was informed of 
tne place, which contained the idol of his ſoul, 
than he went in fizht, and walked backwards 
and forwards at a diſtance, in confidence of not 


G 3 being 
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being known there by any body but herſelf, 
whom he hoped to fee at ſome or other of the 
windows. 


His hope in this particular did not deceive 
him, he perceived her leaning her head-on her 
hand in a diſconſolate poſture. — Finding ſhe did 
not obſerve him, he made a noiſe with ſome 
little ftones which he picked up: — This made 
her caſt her eyes to the place where he ſtood. — 
She ſtarted, and appeared equally ſurprized, 
and pleaſed. Not daring to ſpeak, for fear of 
being heard by any of the family, ſhe made a 
motion to him to write ; and put down a fling 
from the window, to ſhew by what means ſhe 
might receive a letter from him. —- They conti- 
nued fome minutes, exchanging the molt tender 
and fignihcant glances, but, all at once, ſhe 
retired haſtily, 2nd at the ſame time waved her 
hand, in token for him to retire. 


As he doubted not, but ſome perſon comin 
into the chamber, had occaſioned this We, 
tion, he obeyed the ſignal, and returned to his 
inn, where he paſt the reſt of the oy in writing 
to her; in the evening he was himſelf the bearer 
of his billet, — He waited not long before ſhe 
appeared, and letting down the ſling to which he 

fixed it, ſne made a ſign that he ſhould convey. 
paper, pens, and ink, to her by the ſame 
means, which he afterwards did: — I hey con- 
tinued this converſation ſeveral days. — The pur- 
port of moſt of the letters that paſſed between 
them, was contriving means for her eſcape, 
which at laſt was agreed to be made, by a lad- 
der of ropes, the window not being very highs 
this ladder was to be conveyed to her as the let- 

ders 
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ters had been; but before that could be pro- 
cured, ſhe gave him notice, that a little girl be- 
longing to the family, had ſaid ſhe had ſeen a 
fine zentleman waiting in the field behind the 
houſe, and therefore deſired he would ſend his 
ſervant with his next letter: He had ſeen the 
child himſelf playing about, and as by coming 
frequently, he might be ſeen by ſome other, he 
thought proper to obſerve the caution Altezeera 
had given him, and his valet, from that time, 
carried what he wrote, and brought him her 


anſwers. 


EveERyY thing being prepared for her bei 
carried off, the night was appointed in which 
ſhe was to deſcend, and Philander, now ima- 
gined himſelf on the point of obtaining all he 
had fo long and fo ardently languiſhed for :— 
The laſt night of his intending to ftay in that 
inn, and which he expected would be the laſt in 
which he ſhould be under any ſuſpence, he 
went to bed, full of the moſt pleafing ideas, — — 
Waking in the morning, and hearing the famil 
were ſtirring, he wondered his valet did not 
come into his chamber, as was his cuſtom, to 
attend his rifing : — He Jay ſtill ſome time, think- 
ing it to be more early than he at firſt took it to 
be, but undrawing his curtains, and finding the 
fun was very high, knew the day muſt be far 
advanced, on which he ſtarted out of his bed, 
and ran to the table, where he uſed to lay his 
watch, in order to be more aſſurcd; he could 
neither find that nor the picture of Altezeera, 
which he had always worn about his neck, but 
the ribband being a little torn, he had taken it 
off, in order to have a new one put to it. — He 
was a little ſurprized, but ſuppoſing his valet had 

G 4 laid 
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laid them in ſome other place, began to ſtamp 
with his feet, and call haſtily for him : —Some 


of the people coming up, he aſked for his man, 


and was anſwered that he was not yet returned. 
— Returned, from whence @ cried Philander haſti- 
ly ; they replied, they knew nothing, but from 


V here they ſuppoſed he had ſent him. —In ſhort, 


after ſome few more queſtions little to the pur- 
poſe, but ſuch was the confuſion he was in, it 
was natural for him to aſk, he was informed, 
that after he was in bed, the valet had come to 
the ſtable, ordered the beſt horſe to be ſaddled, 
and when he mounted told the groom that he 
was going on an extraordinary affair for his ma- 
ſter, and ſhould not return till late the next day, 
— Phianar then began to examine bis cloak- 
bag, and found himſelf ſtript of every thing the 
villaia could carry off, without being ſuſpected 

by the people of the houſe. EO. 


_ THIS, ſaid he, concluding his narrative, 5 
ell I am able to acquaint you with, in relation to the 
dean of that dead monſter; it is Altezeera herſelf, 
who alone can inform us, by what magic arts he got 
her into his potber, and what it was that prompted 
him to commit on ſuch beauty, youth, and innocence, 
an eutrage which the meſt ſavage African would 
ever have been guilty of. | 


Wr paſt the reſt of the evening in admiring 
the goodneſs of Divine Providence, which fre- 
quently, when we think ourſelves moſt Joſt to 


hope, by means the moſt unexpected, ſends re- 
lief and ſnatches from deſpair. 


Ix the morning, the ſurgeon found his patient 
in as fair a way of recovery as could be wiſer, 
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but yet not fit to hold any long converſation; the 
impatience of Philander to ſee her, is ſtill, there- 
fore, obliged to be reſtrained ; my brother, to 
alleviate his diſcontent, has taken him out this 
day a fiſhing z and I ſeize on this interval to ac- 
quaint you with an adventure, which has ſome- 
what in it remarkable enough to engage your 
attention, and excuſe the length of this epiſtle, 
from, my dear Euphroſine, 85 © 44 
: . Yours, Se. 


3 
} 
3 1 
: 1 
1 
: 4 
2 
— 
11 
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P. S. The moment I am let into the myſtery 
of Altezeera's misfortune, I ſhall not fail to ac- 
quaint you with it, —Adieu, | 
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T 

Y From BRILLIANTE e SOPHRONIA, acquainting; 
7 her, that ſhe is at preſent extremely divided between 
t love and honour, and entreating her advice how- 
4 to proceed, jo as neither to do a violence to her incli- 


1 nation, nor injuſtice to a perſon whoſe ſollicita- 
4 tions had prevailed on her to give bim hopes of 
marrying. her. 10 1441 
12 Dear madam, ; 
* T is only from your prudence and ex- 
4 > perienced friendſhip, I have my hope 


of relief, in an exigence the moſt 
0 cruel, that certainly ever happened 
toe any woman in the world. —I am, fince laſt 
4 you law me, involved in a ſea of perplexities; 
4 whichever way I ſteer, threatening confuſion to- 
G 5 my 
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my peace of mind, and reputation. — Aſſiſt me 
with your counſel, I beſeech you; but I know 
the intreaty will be needleſs, when you are ac- 
quainted with the cauſe, which reduces me to 
want it. Take it then, as briefly as the circum- 
ſtances will admit. 


You are not ignorant, how, for two whole 
years, I have been perſecuted with the importu- 
nate addreſſes of Leander; I ſay perſecuted ; be- 
cauſe, tho? I found nothing in his perſon, cha- 
racter, or converſation, to excite any averſion, or 
indeed to give me any juſt cauſe to refuſe him, 
yet he was far from having the power of inſpir- 
ing my heart with thoſe tender emotions which 
are called love, and which methought ſomewhat 
told me were neceſſary to be felt for thoſe to 
whom we intend to give up ourſelves for life. — 
In fine, the conſideration of what I owed his 
merits, and that generous and tender affection, 
Which he has given me a thouſand proofs of, 
would not ſuffer me wholly to reje& him, nor 
could I think of yielding to his ſuit, without the 
moſt inexpreſſible reluctance. — We were on theſe 
terms together for the time 1 mentioned, till 
laſt week, wearied out by my friends on the 
one fide, who, as I am turned of two and 
twenty, reminded me I ought to ſettle in the 
world, and preſſed me to make an end of 
this affair, and the paſſionate ſolicitations of 
Leander on the other, I made him a kind of a 
half promiſe in his favour, at which he appeared 
in ſuch an exceſſive tranſport, vowing the whole 
| buſineſs of his life ſhould be to ſhew how ſenſible 
he was of the bleſſing I had given him room to 
hope, that 1 felt no regret tor the condeſcenſion 
I had made. 5 

VF 
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Bor, O] dear madam, that day was the laſt 
of my tranquility, the evening of the next I 
went with a lady to the opera; a gentleman fat 
near us, who, being alone, entered into ſome 
diſcourſe with us, and faid many gallant things, 
which, tho' I perceived were directed chiefly to 
me, I ſhould have taken little notice of from any 
other man, but there was ſomething, that to me 
ſeemed ſo enchanting in the manner in which he 
uttered them, the looks that accompanied them, 
and the mouth that ſpoke them, that I could not 
keep myſelf from taking more pleaſure in hearing 
him, than all the fine notes of the muſic. — 
Towards the end of the entertainment, Leander, 
and a brother of the lady's, hearing where we 
were, came to fee us fate into our chairs, on 
which I fancied this too charming ſtranger 
looked a little diſconcerted, but drew back to 
give thoſe geatlemen, whom he found were of 
our acquaintance, room to join us.— Till now, 
I never hated Leander, but at this inſtant I withed 
him dead, or any thing, rather than in the way 
of occaſioning this interruption, — We all ſup- 
ped together that night, but I was ſuch ill com- 
pany, that the tender Leander ſeemed in the ut- 
molt anxiety for my health, aſked me a thouland 
times if I had not taken cold, or if the kettle- 
drums had not made my head ach, preſcribed 
twenty different remedies, and ſo much embar- 
rafled me with this officious Jove, that every 
moment ſeemed an age till I got home and parted 


from him, 


BuT then, alas! I was far from being at 
eaſe ; the idea of my unknown conqueror ran in 
my mind, and would not ſuffer me to take the 
leaſt repoſe. I know you will condemn me, tor 

8 & thus 
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thus indulging my thoughts with a perſon ſo ut- 
terly a ſtranger to me, one I had never ſeen but 
once, and might probably never ſee again; one 
who might be already married or engaged; or 
if not alread ſo, might have ſeen nothing in 
me capable # attracting his generous regards: 
I do aſſure you, madam, all theſe arguments I 
_ to myſelf, and added to them the Ingrati- 
tude I was guilty of to the love and conſtancy 
of Leander; but all was weak to ſtem the tor- 
rent of ſoft deſires, with which my heart was 
overwhelmed at this one fatal interview. — As 
the poet ſays, 


A change fo ſwift, what heart did ever feel “ 
It ru d upon me like a mighty fiream, 
Aud bore me in a moment far from fhare ] 


You will expect, perhaps, I ſhould give you 
fome deſcription of the charms that wrought 
this wonderful effect; but I am too ſenſible, 
the leaſt I could ſay, would be ſuſpected of a par- 
tial exaggeration, therefore ſhall refer to the 
character given of him by others, which, as 1 
had ſoon the opportunity of hearing, I cannot 
finiſh my ftory without repeating. 


NrIrTHER the morning, nor the various ob- 
jects which day preſented, gave any relaxation to 
my difquiets. —I traverſed every room in my 
apartment, fat down in one, looked out of the 
window of another, took up a book, but had 
not power to read. I went to breakfaſt, but re- 
liſhed nothing, J pour'd my tca into the ſugar- 
diſh inftead of my cup, and in fine was in ſuch 
an abſence of mind, that I k :e not what I did, 
and was incapable of any one rational word or 
1 action. 


— 


C 
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action. My woman reminding me it was my 
hour of dreſſing, I adjourned to my toilet, but 
nothing ſhe brought me to put on could pleaſe 
me. I threw one ſet of ribbands on the floor, 
another at her head, tore a third to pieces ; — 
Made her alter the curls of my hair twenty times 
over : Sent her to my drawers for one thing, 
which, when ſhe brought, I threw aſide, and 
called for another. —While. I was venting my 
ſpleen in this manner on my poor maid, who 
had never ſeen me before in ſuch a humour; 
one of my footmen knocked ſoftly at the door of 


the dreſſing- room, and on. her opening it, de- 


ſivered a letter, which he ſaid was juſt. brought; 
and required an anſwer.— Alas I did not know 
the hand, I opened it with ſome ſurprize ; but,; 
good heaven] how greatly was that ſurprize in- 
c:eaſed, when I found from whom it came, and 
what were the contents, which I tranſcribed for 


your peruſal, not chuſing to part with the ori- 


ginal, for reaſons, to which love alone can plead 
my excuſe... Di 5 


Ts the moſt amiable BRILLIANTE..- 
Madam, 15 nw 


HEAVEN, who is the ſole diſpoſer of all 
“ human events, can alone determine, whether 
* I ought to date the æra of my happineſs, or 
miſery from laſt evening. —It. is needleſs. to 
tell you the perſon who. ſat next to you at the 
opera, and took the liberty of ſpeaking to yow 
as often as opportunity permitted, became 
from that inſtant wholly devoted to you; thoſs 
eyes which made fo ſudden a conqueſt of my 
heart could not want penetration to diſcover 


the effect they had upon me. — Ves, ma- 
„ dam, 


14 | 
|; 
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c dam, I own myſelf your captive, but could 
< not ſubmit to be fo, without knowing the 
name of my conqueror. — I followed you to 
cc the place where you went, and perceiving the 
4 chair that carried you waited, concluded 

« that was not your abode, and ftayed ata. 
4 houſe in the neighbourhood, till I ſaw you 
£ come out, and attended you at a diſtance, till 
«« you entered the houſe which I perceive is 
<< your habitation :— This morning I was fo 
ce fortunate to learn your name, and that you 
% are not married, but am ignorant whether 
« pre- engaged or not; if the latter, I flatter 
% mylelf, neither my family, fortune, nor cha- 
« racter, are ſuch as would make me de- 
« ſpair that the honourable propoſals I have to 
<< make would be totally rejected. Be ſo good, 
© therefore, I beſeech you, as to indulge me 
4 with the knowledge, that if the bleſſing I am 


* ambitiousof be already diſpoſed, I may, tor the 


« future, avoid all interviews, ſo dangerous to my 
4 peace; or, if your heart is free to receive the 
< ſoft impreſſion of a faithful love, I may en- 
% deavour, by all the ſervices in my power, to 


„ he the happy man.— This conſideration, ma- 
«« dam, will prove your generoſity equal to 


„your beauty, and J hope will not be thought 
* too preſuming in me to intreat, ſince, if to 
gain you be among the things that are impoſ- 
« {ible, prudence requires my utmoſt efforts to 
« check the hopeleſs paſſion. And, if happily 
4 for me it is otherwiſe, I cannot too ſoon be- 
* pin to teſtify, with how much ardor and ſin- 
A cerity I am the charming Brilliante's adorer. 
: « OronTEs.” 


WHar agitations this billet threw me 155 
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L leave it to yourſelf to judge; for you, madam, 
have doubtleſs known the force of love for that 
happy man, to whoſe memory you have been 
fo faithful, as never to admit a ſecond choice, 
tho! left a widow in all the pride of life, and 
blooming beauty.—1I will not, nor indeed can I 


pretend to give you any exact detail of the va- 


rious, perplexed, tranſporting ideas, which, by 
turns, crowded into my imagination, at a de- 
claration ſo unexpected, ſo unhoped for, ſo 
unthought of; I neither knew what I ought 
to judge of this affair, nor in what manner I 
ſhould behave.—The reſerve of my temper 
made me loth to write to a man 1 had ſo little 
knowledge of, eſpecially on ſuch a ſubject, but 
there appeared ſo much juſtice and reaſon in his 
requeſt, that after a good deal of debate within 
myſelf, I at laſt reſolved to comply, but how 
I] ſhould anſwer was the greateſt difficulty. — 
To tell him I was under a previous engagement, 
and entirely reject the ofter he made me of his 
heart, was doing too great a violence to my 
own; and to encourage his pretenſions, after the 
hopes I had given to Leander, ſeemed diſhonour- 
able to both; but I will not take up your time 
with repeating the different arguments that my 
generoſity —. inclination urged on each ſide 
the queſtion; I will only tell you the latter pre- 
vailed, yet not ſo far as to render me wholly 
guilty of a breach of the other. An expedient 
between both preſented itſelf to me, as you will 
ſee by the anſwer I gave, which I here encloſe 
you a copy of. 
To ORONTES, 
Sir, 


„ A DECLARATION of love, from a perſon 
«6 io 
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&« ſo entirely a ſtranger to me, ſeems ſo very 
« extraordinary, that you cannot be ſurprized | 
have ſo long detained: your meſſenger, on the 
uncertainty in what manner I ſhould receive 
it, Were I in reality miſtreſs of more per- 
fections than I can pretend to be endued 
with, it would be a ridiculous and unpardon- 
able vanity in me to imagine they would have 
force to make, in ſo tranſient a view as you 
had of me, an impreſſion of the nature you 
make profeſſion of; and I ſhould think your 
letter dictated by meer caprice, or curiolity, 
to try in what manner a woman would be- 
have on ſuch an occaſion: But fancy can 
create merits- where there are none; and is 
more frequently than reaſon the direCtor of 
inclination.— If this ſhould happen to be the 
caſe, gratitude and good manners demand 2 
civil return.— I therefore flatter myſelf, my 
character will not ſuffer by this complaiſance, 
ſince it extends no farther, than to inform 
you I neither am, or ever intend to be under 
any engagements, but ſuch as ſhall be ap- 
proved of by Sir John Worthy, who is the 
£ neareſt relation I have, and whoſe advice ſhall 
< always direct, | | 


2 2 f r 2 EEE 2222 2223 


© BRILLIANTE.“ 


I rHOVOHr myſelf extremely politic in re- 
ferring him to rar eue. as it would be the ſureſt 


touchſtone of the ſincerity of his profeſſions, and: 


alſo give me time to collect my wandering 
thoughts, ſo as to be able to judge what it 
would beſt become me to do, in order to gratify 
my inclinations in favour of Orontes, yet not give 
his leſs fortunate rival room to complein of inh- 
delity.— The more I conſidered, however, I => 

| ; only 


0 hs 6 NE 0G et IS - e-. EOOO ME ng 


—"" —- _— —_— " 


Episr. cy. far LADTES. 137 


only the more diſtracted; tho* what T had ſaid 
to Leander did not amount to à promiſe, yet 
would I have given the world there had been a 
poſſibility of recalling it; I eaſily perceived he 
cepended on it, made himſelf fure of me, and 
ſeemed the moſt contented man alive, when hz 
had moſt reaſon to complain. All that day, and 
the ſucceeding night, I laboured under inexpref- 
ſible agitations :— I he next morning Sir Jahn 
ſent a ſervant to deſire I would come to his houſe, 
the gout preventing him from ſtirring out, and 
added that he had buſineſs with me af the greateſt 
importance. 2 


I was not without ſome ſuſpicion, that it was 
on the ſcore of Orontes. —My heart fluttered at 
the thought, and I hurried to obey the ſum- 
mons, with a precipitation, which, aſter decla- 
ring the fooliſh ſituation of my mind, you will 
not wonder at. | 


- 


s received me with a ſmile, and wiſhed me 
joy; I aſked of what? Of having charmed the 


| heart of the moſt accompliſhed gentleman in town, 


ſaid he, and of an eſtate ſo much ſuperior to what 
ee could expect. I could not reſtrain my 
bluſhes, but affected to be ignorant of his mean- 
ing, till he told me Orontes had been with him; 
and having ſignified, that he found I had reſolved 
to be directed by his choice, had entreated his 
intereſt. — I am infinitely obliged to you, my fair 
couſin, ſaid Sir John, for paying me this deference, 
as am na otherwiſe entitled ta it than by my ſincere 
good wiſhes ſor your happineſs ;, but ſince you have 
done me this. honour, I have ventured to give - 
Orontes my promiſe of all the aſſiſtance in my 
power, and that as I cannot go out, {would engage 

you. 
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you to ſup with me this evening in order to intro- 
duce him to you in form as a lever, tube, in my 
judgment, merits your beſt encouragement. 


He then told me, he had been intimately ac- 
quainted with the father of Orontes, knew the 
eſtate which devolved to the young gentleman at 
his deceaſe, and that there was not the leaſt ob- 
jection to be made to him, provided his perſon 
was ſuch as I could like; and, added he, I /:4 
upon you to be too good a judge of what is agreeable, 
to be blind to the many perfections he has received 

rom nature as well as education, and think if you 
had formed in your imagination a man, ſuch as would 
render you the moſt bleſt and envyed of your ſex, you 
could not have exceeded what is really to be found in 
the accompliſhed Orontes. —I need not fay how 
delighted I was to hear this character of him 
from the mouth of Sir John, but I diſſembled it 
as well as I was able, and feigned ſome reluc- 
- tance at conſenting to the interview he propoſed, 
I was at laſt, however, prevailed on to yield 
to what I more paſſionately deſired than any 
thing this world could give, and I took my 
leave, promiſing to return about fix in the 


evening. 


AT the appointed hour IT went, having, as 
you may believe, neglected nothing that I thought 
might confirm the favourable opinion Orontes had 
_ entertained of me: I found him there before me, 
Sir 7ohn preſented him, and he accoſted me with 
the uſual forms on ſuch occaſions, but I had 
enough to do to receive his ſalutation as that of 
a perſon who was more indebted to the recom- 
mendation of my kinſman, than to my own in- 


clination. Lady H/orthy had prepared a very ele · 
* 
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t entertainment, after which, being juſt a ſet 
for uh, we went to cards, Orontes was my 
partner, which gave him an opportunity of 
ſaying many things to me, equally gallant as 
tender. | 
PD - growing late, he waited on me home, made 
me the moſt paſſionate declaration of his love, 
had my permiſſion to viſit me the next day, and 
to renew his profeſſions ; he gave all the tokens 


imaginable of thinking himſelf happy in the 


progreſs he had made, and I was no leſs fo in 
my own mind, to find that this ſecond ſight of 
me had not leſſened the paſſion the firſt had in- 
tpircd him with. 


Bur, madam, when I was left alone, and 
had leiſure to meditate on the circumſtances of 
this adventure, I could not forbear trembling at 
the conſequences. — The violence of Leander's 
long and conſtant flame, ſeemed to threaten all 
that was terrible, when he ſhould come to know 
he had been ſupplanted in that affection he had 
flattered himſelf with by a lover of a day old. — 
I found there was but too much reaſon to fear, he 
would not tamely ſuffer this new rival to bear 
away the prize he had long, by all manner of ſer- 
vices, ſought to obtain. — The moſt fatal images 
now preſented themſelves to me. — The re- 
proaches I ſhould receive from him, perhaps from 
the other alſo, on account of that pre-engage- 
ment Leander might pretend ; — the cenſure the 
town would paſs on me for my-imagined levity; 


—all came at once into my head, and rendered 


my night more tormenting, than the day had 
been tranſporting, 
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Mx inquietudes had certainly but two juſt x 
foundation.— They ſtill remain upon me, nor 
can even the preſence of Orontes, who I have 
ſeen twice, ſince we met at Sir John's, entirely 
diſſipate them. 


© Leander, as yet, knows nothing of his miſ- 
hap, ſottune has been ſo much my friend, as 
to take him out of town for fome days, and given 
me time to reflect on the capriciouſneſs of my 
fate. — But alas ! What does it avail ? —I always 
regarded Leander as a man of honour ; thought 
myſelf obliged to him for the fincerity of his 
attachment, but never either loved him, or pre- 
tended to do ſo; yet, as I have been inadvertent 
enough to ſay ſoine things, which he has con- 
ſtrued into à growing affection in me, to be 
convinced of the contrary muſt be the mot 
cruel diſappointment. —I am grieved to think the 
pains I muſt inflict, yet to relieve them mult 
feel more poignant ones myſelf. —W hat, ma- 
dam, ſhall I do? I eſteem Leander, and I love 
Orontes. Both purſue the ſame aim with me, 
and will be equally miſerable in miſſing it. — 
Tell me, dear madam, is there a way in nature 
for me to extricate myſelf from this perplexity ? 
FE would marry according to my inclinations, yet 
would not lofe the good-will of Leander, nor 
have my character blemiſned by the accuſations 
of his deſpair. —O ! that he loved me leſs, or I 
had. never known what it was to love another : 
Had I never ſeen Orontes, I might have given 
my hand to Leander, — have lived with him 3 
dull, inſipid, but innocent life; if happineſs had 
not been my portion, yet ſhould I have been 
free from wretchedneis ; but, what a ſuperlative 
degree of wretchedneſs, to ſuffer ane to poſſeſs 
OF my 
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my perſon, while anatber, triumphs over m 

my 00 I yield 5 eee of eee 
der, yet languith with the utmoſt. height of paſ- 
ſion tor Orontes | —I ſhudder at the thought 
'Tis death, or worſe than death. —Yet can I, 
to gratify this paſſion, ſacrifice gratitude, gene- 
rolity, and honour, run the riſk of involving 
him I love, and him I ought to love, in per- 
plexities, which may be laſting as their lives. — 
I ſpeak not of the ills which may happen to my- 
ſclf, the leaſt of which is loſs of reputation, and 
a conſciouſneſs of having acted wrong 


Oxce more I beg you will favour me with 
your advice, and believe me that I truly am, in 
jp.te of my diſtractions, with the 3 reſpect, 

. Dear adm, e 354 ah 

- Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
$1 BRILLIANTE. 
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From SOPHRONIA to BRILLIANTE,, in anſiuer 
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ta the foregaing. 


2 TL Ne — 


Dear madam, br * 

D KNOW of nothing, which for a 
7 conſiderable time has given me more 
ain, than the account your laſt 
2 brought me. I am extremely grieved 
to find in you a proof of thoſe unhappy con- 
ſequences, which I alwas thought threatened 
any promiſes made to a lover, previous to thoſe 


| before the altar, When we come there, it is 


time enough to declare our ſentiment ; all aſſur- 
ances we give of our affection before-hand, tho! 
reed Elana ma 16 
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made with never ſo much fincerity, are fre- 
quently broke, and when kept, I have obſerved, 
are ſeldom fortunate. 


Ir it is dangerous, then, to engage ourſelves 
to a man we truly love and prize above the reſt 
of his ſex, how much more is it to do thus to 
one, who is indifferent to us; we cannot, hay- 
ing a heart unprepoſſeſſed, be certain, but that 
in a moment an object may be preſented to us, 
which may at once deſtroy our former inſenſi- 
bility, and teach us, indeed, what it is to Jove, 
— T his has been your caſe, 'and you have fatally 
experienced a miſchief, which, I doubt not, but 
you were far from apprehending. —But remon- 


ſtrances of this nature are now too late. — You 


do not want to be made ſenſible of your inadver- 
tency, but to receive advice, how to remedy the 
inconveniences which may probably attend it. — 
You are ſo good to requeſt this of me, and I will 
give it you with the utmoſt ſincerity, according 


to the beſt of my judgment. 


I cannor perſwade you, my dear Brilliante, 
to give yourſelf to a man you do not love, en 
tho' you did not love another; much leſs as 
you are poſſeſſed with ſo extreme a paſſion, and 
for one whoſe merit, by all account, for I have 


heard much of him, ſeems to juſtify all the 


tenderneſs you have for him. I cannot too 


much applaud the delicacy of your ſentiments, 


and that nice ſenſe of honour which makes 
you tremble at violating what you ſay, and I 
will not diſbelieve, was no more than a half pro- 


miſe. —[ heartily pity Leander, who it is certain 


loves you to an infinite degree, and is a very 
worthy man; but it would be an ill return in 
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his love and conſtancy, to give him a wife, who 
would think herſelf miſerable in being fo :— 
A wife, to whom, the more he endeavoured 
to endear himſelf, the more he would be diſ- 

ezable : -A wife, who, in his arms, lan- 
guiſhed for another, and who, in every action, 
ſhewed ſhe was his more by compulſion than in- 
clination. —Indeed, however unhappy Leander 
may think himſelf in being rejected by you, he 
would find himſelf much more fo in being ac- 
cepted, in the preſent ſituation of your heart, 
which according to your deſcription of it, and 
the merits of your conqueror, ſeems not very 
likely to change. 


How then ſhall you behave, you ſay, how 


pet off from the encouragement you have given 


eander,, without incurring the cenſure of levity 
from him and all his friends? —I muſt own it 
a very difficult point, nor do I think, proceed 
which way ſoever the circumſtances between 
you permit, you can totally avoid ſome accuſa- 
tions of that nature: I know how ſtinging 
they will be to a woman who thinks as you do, 
but yet they will be light in compariſon with 
thoſe ſevere upbraidings which will attend the 
conſciouſneſs of having rendered the man fo dear 
to you, yourſelf, and even Leander alſo, un- 
happy, by the fulfilling an inconſiderate pro- 
miſe, which his importunities alone extorted 
from you. copy: n 0th 


HowRVER, as the longer Leander continues 
in the hope you have ſo unfortunately given 
him, the more will his affection increaſe, and 
conſequently the diſappointment be the greater, 
| would have you receive him with the _ 

cool 
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coolneſs, and tho“ I think it would neither be 
ood manners, nor gratitude, to preſerve that ill 
133 towards him, you tell me you did, on 
your having firſt ſeen — yet I would have 
you behave o, as by degrees to let him fee how 
impoſſible it is for you ever to love or marry him. 
It poflible, conceal from him the addteſſes of 
his rival, and as that would be difficult in this 
town, Where all eyes are on the watch for ſuch 
diſcoveries, I think it highly proper you ſhould 
retire to the houſe of ſome friend in the coun- 
„ ſtrictly forbidding him to follow you.— 

hen you are there, let Sir Jon, who I find 

is perfectly in the intereſt of Orontes, make 
uſe of all his rhetoric to convince Leander, that 
the match he has ſo long ſollicited, could not 
bring happineſs to either party; and according 
as he behaves on that occaſion, let him either 
venture, or not, to infinuate- that you might 


marry to e ee 


a As our indred are for the moſt part guided 
by intereſt, Sir Zobr's appearing, in the matter 
wi)! take away great part of the RES from you; 
And the wor] |, and even Leander himſelf, wil 
he apt to imagine, you rather yielded to the per- 
fuaſion of ſo near a felation, than to N change 
in Your own inclinations, | 


FF H1s, I think, will hb 2 . cots elizible 
way: of proceeding, than precipitatehy to reverſe 

the hopes he at preſent Hatters himſelf with, — 
Lo hnd himſelf at once rejected, and for the ſake cf 
a rival, might produce ſome deſperate effects. 
perhaps; even fatal, either to the loved, or un- 
heioved, perhaps to both. — Whereas, time, the 
Je £08 friends, and your referve, may at 
| on REI lover ta a . mo- 
crate 
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derate way of thinking, to judge with temper on 
what you ſhall tell him, and make him know; 
by experience, the truth of Oroonoks's maxim, 


Degrees make all things eaſj. 


Tuus have I given you my faithful ſenti- 
ments, as to the dilemma you are in, and leave 
you to improve on the ſcheme I have laid down 
for relieving yourſelf from it; if your own inge- 
nuity, actuated by a paſſion fertile in expedients, 
ſupply you with a better, I ſhall be ſincerely re- 
joiced, none being more truly defirous of your 
happineſs than, dear madam, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 


| DOPHRONIA« 


EPISTLE Cl. 


From CLEORA fo ARDELIA, on the wickedneys 
of ſcanaal, and the inhuman pleaſure ſome peo- 
fle take in expoſmg real faults, and broaching 
ſichitious ones, to the ruin of the faireſt reputation. 


Dear ARDELIA, 


22-22 LEAVE it to the divines to decide, 


2 2 what fin it is which heaven itſclt has 
Be < determined not to pardon ; but cer- 
Foz tainly there is none which on earth 
deſerves ſo little forgiveneſs, as that of ſcandal 
and defamation. — Even murder ſeems to me lefs 
cruel, leſs atrocious. — The perſon ſtabbed, only 
meets before the time that fate to which all na- 
ture is condemned; but the ſlaughter of reputa- 
tion is a poinard to the ſoul ;—and life but pro- 
longs the ſenſe of pain. — Yet this glaring ini- 
quity, — this ſavage ſporting, paſtes for wit in 
«Ver. II. H | thoſe 
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thoſe who practice it, and is an agreeable enter. 
tainment to the hearers. — Methinks, it ſhould 
rather ſhock, than delight any one who pretends 
to the leaſt good nature, to hear the real errors of 
their. fellow-creatures, ſet forth and magnified 
with all the aggravating circumſtances that witty 
malice can invent. But where no cauſe is given 
for cenſure, where the moſt perfect innocence is 
no defence, and even that openneſs of behaviour, 
and unaffected chearfulneſs, which are its trueſt 
indications, are conſtrued into the marks of a 
vicious inclination, the crime of thoſe who do 
ſo, ought to be as deteſtable to man, as moſt 
ſurely it is to heaven. 


I DouBT not but you will readily imagine, I 
have the ſtory we heard laſt night in view.— 
Indeed, my dear, I cannot eafily forget the un- 
becoming flouts, the ſcurril jeſts, which the 
greateſt part of the company paſſed upon two 
abſent ladies, who, as it proved, had no friends 
to take their parts. As neither you or I were 
acquainted with the perſons and characters of the 
young perſons ſcandalized, we were obliged to 
content ourſelves with ſaying we were ſorry if 
there were any real grounds for what we found 
gave the aſſembly ſo much diverſion. — You 
know how little weight the diſpleaſure we teſti- 
hed had to put a ſtop to the career of raillery, al- 
moſt every mouth was full of : But I muſt now 
inform you, that this morning I ſaw a gentleman, 
who is well acquainted with the ladies in queſ- 
tion, and on whoſe veracity I dare depend. He 
aſſured me, upon his honour, that they were ſo 
far from giving any room to authoriſe the in- 
jurious treatment I related to him, that nothing 
could be more modeſt and inoffenſive than their 


deport- 
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deportments; and that it was his firm belief, 


their thoughts and inclinations were entirely con- 
| formable to what they appeared. —He told me, 
however, that he had heard ſomewhat of the na- 
ture I had repeated, which he ſuppoſed had been 
invented by ſome wicked perſon : But, ſaid he, 
as I am confident, there is not the leaſt truth in it, 
I am amazed it did not immediately ſubſide, and die 
with the other lies of the day.—1I replied, that I 
had always obſerved the left-hand trumpet of 
fame was more ſonorous than the right; that the 
fatal blaſt, once ſounded, reached through every 
quarter, and with repeated echoes, filences the 
ſofteſt notes of gentleneſs and humanity. —As 
one of the beſt of our Engliſb poets juſtly ex- 
preſſes it: . 


On eagles wings immortal ſcandals fly, | 
While virtuous actions are but born, and die. 


As TI know you will be equally glad with my- 
ſelf, to have a juſt pretence for vindicating the 
reputation of the two young creatures, fo bar- 
barouſly traduced, I could not forbear immedi- 
ately 3 ou with the opinion my friend 
has of them. — If he ſhould happen to be de- 
ceived, by his inclination to believe the beſt of 
every one, and we ſhould be found guilty of de- 


fending a bad cauſe, it will at leaſt be an error, 


eee WW wW.,oae 47 37 


o 


1 which all the humane and good-natured part of 
n the world will eaſily forgive. I am, * 
— My dear Ardelia, 

e Sincerely yours, 

0 CLEORA. 
. | 

1 End of the NIx TH Book. 5 
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Frem PEROcLEs, fe à lady, who had aſted his 
aßinion concerning apparitions; giving her a very 


remarkable acccunt of one he kad humelf ſeen. 


Madam, ; wh 
© FV OU were fo good, laſt night, to 


. K my opinion concerning appari- 

TY [RF tions; to which, you may remem- 

ber, I made but an evalive anſwer, 

not chooling to ſpeak my ſentiments, 
or rather my perfect conviction, on that head, 
before perſons, who, I knew, would turn into 
ridicule the moſt ſolemn aſſurances I could give 
them, —-I dctermined, however, to take the firſt 
opportunity of reſolving the queſtion you put to 
me; which I ſhall do in ſuch a manner, that, if 

your dependance on my veracity be in any de- 
gree proportionable to what you have flattered 
me with, will leave you under no doubts here- 
aſter, concerning that matter. 


NorTHING is ſo injurious to the credit of r 
facts, as the formation of feliticus ones, which 
TE - | - have 
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have any reſemblance of them. It is, certainly, 
the many abſurd ſtories, which have been re- 
ported of ghoſts, that has ſo much deſtroyed our 
faith in all of that nature. —If our forefathers 
believed {o much, we believe too little. — People 
generally run from one extreme to another, — 
To avoid the ſuperſtition of former times, this 
wiſe age flies to infidelity, in things yet more eſ- 
ſential to the happineſs of futurity, than this I am 
about to treat upon, 


Bur I will not take up your time with a re- 
petition of any of thoſe arguments, which have 
been urged both for, and againſt the queſtion : 
I know you are perfectly well verſed in what the 
facred writings ſay concerning it; nor are you 
altogether unacquainted with thoſe many well at 
teſted narratives, which the hiſtory of all ages 
preſents us with; I ſhall only relate an incider t 
that happened to myſelf, and to which I owe m 
conviction z and, when I have told you all the 
circumſtances of it, leave it to your own judg- 
ment to decide whether, or not, I could be im- 
poſed upon by the force of imagination, 


7UNTUS and myſelf were fellow ſtudents at 
Oxferd; we had the greateſt intimacy together of 
any two in the univerſity ; a parity of ſentiments 
and humour, indeed, linked us in a more per- 
fect and ſolid friendihip than is ordinarily found 
between perſons of the age we were. —As we 
had both of us a pretty ſerious turn of mind, we 
entered frequently into diſcourſes concerning the 
invifible world, the ſtate of departed fouls, and 
how far it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe they had 
any knowledge of the tranſactions of thoſe they 
had left behind. —T-am aſhamed to ſay, neither 
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of us had ſuch juſt notions of futurity as we 
ht to have had : We ran too much into the 
mode of free- thinking, and were not far from 
doubting, if the ſoul had any exiſtence at all after 
the body became ſenſeleſs. — In one of the con- 
verſations we had on this topic, it was agreed be- 
tween us, that which ever of us died firſt, he 
- ſhould return, if poſſible, and give the other cer- 
tain information of the truth. It happened, that 
a few months after, Junius was taken ill of a 
fever, which carried him off in a few days ;— 
During his ſickneſs, tho' I was, almoſt the whole 
time I could ſpare from the duties of the college, 
never from his bed- ſide, I mentioned nothing of 
this promiſe, nor, indeed, did it come into my 
head, till ſome time aſter his deceaſe ; but one 
night, happening to fit up ſomewhat more late 
than uſual, and being alone in my chamber, re- 
volving on ſome paſlages I had been reading, re- 
lating to futurity, the converſation I had with 
Junius returned freſh into my mind, and not 
having ſeen any thing of him, as he had made 
me to expect; too much ſtrengthened me in the 
diſbelief 1 was ever inclined to have of the exiſ- 
| tence of the ſoul after its ſeparation from the 
body. In this diſpoſition I went to bed, where 
1 had not lain three minutes, and was far from 
being inclined to ſleep, before I ſaw the curtains 
drawn gently open, and the figure of Junius 
ſtanding between them, looking directly upon 
— felt no terror, yet when J attempted to 
ſpeak I found myſelf unable; but the gentle ſpi- 
rit waited not for my ſalutation, but with a voice 
ſoft and benign, as was his countenance,— 
Perocles, ſaid he, Divine permiſſion warrants me to 
mate good my promiſe ; — { come to aſſure your wa- 
vering faith in immortality, and * 
| | there 


— 
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ſtood all confeſt before me, and 1 
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there is another world, vaſtly different from that you 
inhabit ; —T knew it before my diffolution, but not 
till the inſtant of it, when my eyes cloſed to all ſen- 
ſual objects; my guardian angel, who had defended 
me from falling into the groſs vices of the age, clad 


in ineffable ſplendor, and the moſt dazzling beauty, 


preading his radiant 
wings between me and a gulph of nameleſs borrors, 
into which I thought myſelf juſt falling, bor? me 
more quick than thought, or the lightning ſudden 


flaſh, into the regions of eternal bliſs ; where, proſ« 


trate at the throne of mercy, unutterable brightneſs l 
glory inconcervable ! the fiat of my redemption was 
pronounced, while muriads of angels tuned their gol- 
den harps to ſongs 7 Joyous praiſe. — Farewel ; —» 
believe, O Perocles! and you will be bleft as I am. 


Tais ſaid, he vaniſhed in a ſtream of light, 
too dazzling for human fight to bear ; — the 
ſtrong refulgence ſtruck me for a moment blind, 
but harmony divine beat on my raviſnh'd ear 


ſounds which no inſtrument compoſed by human 


art could ever convey : —My foul was filled with 


celeſtial ardors, glowed with facred fires, and 
doubtleſs had a taſte of thoſe immortal extaſies, 
which are the portion of the bleit above. — The 
raptures in which I had been abſorbed, begin- 
ning by degrees to diflipate, and the power of 
recollection returning, I conſidered temperately 
on what had paſt, —[ was well aſſured it was not 


the illuſion of a dream, —I had not ſlumbered 


ſince I went to bed, —my waking eyes had be- 
held the form of Junius, tho' much more beau- 
tiful than I had ever feen him when alive;—my 
ears had heard him utter truths J had fo often pre- 
ſumed to call in queſtion, —I had no longer any 
pretence to countenance infidelity, and was a 
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ſecond time, diſſolved in grateſul adoration to 
the Supreme Being, for having vouchſafed to 
convince me by io extraordinary a method. 


I LEAvE it to yourlelf, madam, to judge of 
this matter, as you ſhall find moſt reaſonable, 
The belief, that departed fouls are ſometimes 
permitted to appcar, is no part of our creed, tho” 


that of a future exiſtence is ſo; and is no other- 


wiſe neceſſary to be inculcated, than as it is an 
undeniable demonſtration of the other. —I am 
con fident your faith in that, which is the eſſence 
oi revealed religion, ſtands in need of no modern 
arguments to ſtrengthen it; I ſhall therefore 
trouble you no farther, than to aſſure you I am, 
With the greateſt reſpect, madam, 
XY our moſt humble ſervant, 


PEROCLES. 
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EPISTLE CIX. 


Frem PANTHEA ot Paris, to MiRAN DA at Lon- 
don, in anſwer to ane ſhe had received from 
that lady, expreſſing her ſurprize that ſhe ſtayed ja 
long in F rance. 


V dear MIR AN DA, . 


ARS has now ſheathed his bloody 
_ ſword, — Bellona has withdrawn her 
thundering engines, —the peace at 


2 


Ee length is happily concluded, —the 
ports are opened, and the ſmiling waves court 
me to return to the embraces of my expecting 
fiiends. What excuſe then, ſay you, can I 
make for loitering here need, but 17 f 

e 
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Vet it is not that Iprefer the gardensof Luxembourg 
to IV indſor foreſt, or the Thaulieries to St. James 8 
park; or that the banks of the Seine have more 
charms for me than our own auguſt Dames; — 
or, that I am at all leſs an Engliſhiuaman for hav- 
ing been two years in France. -No, I aſſure you, 
my dear Miranda! for more than half that time, 
] have longed to be at home, with an impatience, 
which. it would be the utmoſt vanity in me to 


imagine any of my friends felt for ſeeing me 


there: Vet I know not how it is, but the peo- 
ple of this kingdom have fomething in their 
manner, that forces one, as it were, againſt 
one's reaſon, nay, againſt one's inclination 700, 
to do juſt as they: would have one. 


Mr things were all packed: up, —polt-chaiſes 


wiere ordered, —and every thing was ready for 


my going to Calais, when madame, the countels 
De Valervais, came in, and laid an embargo on 
me and my little equipage. — This lady is of 
Roan, in Narmandy ; the had juſt received a let- 
ter, that her ſiſter was going to be married to 
a nobleman of that province: The wedding 
was to be celebrated with great magnificence, 
and her preſence at it was not to be diſpenſed 
with. — She ſaid ſo many obliging things to me, 
in order to prevail on me to accompany her, that 
I had not the power of refuſing her requeſt ; 
vihich, indeed, I was the more readily induced 
r- grant, as I knew I could take ſhipping at 

Dieppe, whenever I pleated, for England; fo on 
engaging her promiſe not to inſiſt on my return- 
ing with her to Paris, I at laſt . and 
to-morrow we ſet out. 


I SHALL now, however, get looſe from all 
H 5 the 
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the enchantments of this gay metropolis, and 
do not apprehend I ſhall-meet any, where I am 
going, ble of detaining me long, tho Mon- 
ſieur De vaux, who is to be of our com- 
pany, tells me, he will conjure up a ſpirit, that, 
in ſpite of all my efforts, ſhall keep me in the 
circle of Normandy much longer than I intend, 
— What he means, I know not, but think my. 
ſelf pretty certain, that his wit, celebrated as it 
is, will be ſcarcely effectual for this purpoſe : — 
It will not be impolitic, notwithſtanding, to take 
all the precautions I can, to preſerve me from 
any ſpell he may defign to prepare for me ;— 
as I have found by experience, that the ſtrength 
of my own reſolution is not at all times, and in 
all circumſtances, to be entirely depended on, 
your friendly aſſiſtance muſt be my kind auxiliary 
in this point. do not flatter you, when I affure 
you, that your commands for my ſpeedy return 
to England, will have more weight than all that 
can be done to perſwade me to continue, even a 
very little longer time, abſent from it. 


Mx next will be dated from Roan ; where, if 1 
find any thing worth communicating, I ſhal} not 
fail to give you an exact account of it. —And 
now my dear Miranda, I have nothing more to 
add, but what, I hope, you are already convinced 
of, that wherever I am, I am always, 


With the moſt perfect amity, 
Yours, &c. 


 PANTHEA, . 
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EPISTLE CX. 


From PANTHEA at Roan, to MiRAnDA at 
London; with the account of a very extraordinary 
adventure, which had happened juſt before ber 


arrival there. 


HAVE now the pleaſure to acquaint 
re my dear Miranda, e 2 a f 
A) 5 agreeable journey, I am ſafely arriv 
2 at . were mw within three 

eagues of the city, by the „ her in- 
Ms, ae = pre 2 principal 
inhabitants, who conducted us to a ſpacious 
hotel, where we found all things prepared in the 
moſt elegant manner for our reception ; —the 
wedding, however, will not be ſolemnized this 
fortnight, ſo that you muſt not expect to hear of 
my embarking for a whole month at leaſt. In 
the mean time, I ſhall preſent you with the hi- 
ſtory of an adventure, ſo very extraordinary, 
that I ſhould be aſhamed to recite it for the ſake 
of its credibility, could I not bring, were there 
occaſion, not only the whole city of Roan, but 
half Normandy, as vouchers of the truth; —nay, 
I know not but, by this time, it may bave reach- 
ed Paris, ſcarce any thing, that ever happened, 
having made a greater noiſe. | 


„ MADAMOISELLE St. Clercy, the only 
daughter of a wealthy merchant of that name, 
was, in the 17th year of her age, ſeized with a 
violent diſorder in her head and ſtomach, which, 
at length, threw her = convulſion fits, in on: 
6 - | 


of 
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of which ſhe expired, at leaſt ſhe ſeemed to have 

done ſo, in the opinion of all about her, no 
ſymptoms of any remains of life being perceivable 
through her whole frame, 


I is the cuſtom all over France, to make 
the day of interment the next, or the next but 
one, at fartheſt, after that of the deceaſe; for 
which reafon, T heartily pray, whenever I make 
my exit, it may be in a country where people 
are not ſo haſty to get rid of their friends. — Poor 
madamoiſelle St. Clercy was dreſſed in her funeral 
habiliments, carried into a room hung with 
black, and laid on a couch covered with the 
fame : The equipage of death was all ſet forth: 
Her parents, and the reſt of her friends withdrawn: 
None but two prieſts, who were appointed 
to attend the corps, and paſs the night in prayer 
for the peace of her departed ſoul. Their orai- 
ſons were not half told over, before ſome ſymp- 
. toms of life appearing in their fair charge, the 
family were immediately rouſcd, who finding 
breath was, indeed, returned, put her into a 
warm bed; which, with the help of cordials, 
and other reviving ſpirits, preſcribed by the phy- 
ficians, in a few hours reſtored her both to her 
ſpeech and ſenſes. 


« For a few days ſhe ſeemed to enjoy a moſt 
perfect health; her convulſions had quite left 
her, her eyes reſumed their former luſtre, and 
her complexion all its freſhneſs: But ſoon the 
roſes faded in her cheeks, and a livid paleneſs 
_ overſpread her face; — ſhe grew extremely Jean, 

yet her waiſt fo much enlarged itſelf, that ſhe 
Was judged in danger of 2 dropſy: Remedies 
2 85 * proper 
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proper for that diſtemper were given to wats, but 
without any « 


: £ 


« flex diſorder, as it proved, ſprang from a 
very different caule, than what it was aſcribed to. 

= fine, ſhe was great with child, and the 
phyſicians having diſcovered it, found themſelves 
under a neceſſity of acquainting her Nun with 
it. * 

& TT is not to be doubted, but that ſo alarm- 
ing an information. muſt involve them in the 
utmoſt confuſion : They flew to the apartment 
of their daughter, and upbraided her with the de- 
ception ſhe had put upon them, in terms ſevere 
enough, yet, ſuitable to the occaſion. The 
frſt Hock of this accuſation threw her into a 
ſwoon : On her recovery ſhe fell at their feet, 
and proteſted her innocence with the mot bitter 
imprecations, accompanied with tears of mingled 
ſhame and grief. — They looked on each other, 
and knew not what to think; and both were 
equally tempted to ſuſpect the {kill of the phyſi- 
cians, rather thar the veracity of a young crea- 
ture, whom they had bred up in the ſtricteſt 
rules of truth Phe” virtue, and whom they had 
never found to deviate from either. — They ſent, 
however, to conſult other gentlemen. of the fa- 


culty, and alſo ſeveral ſkiltul women, who all 


joined to confirm what the former had alle 
to the diſtraction of the young _ 2 * Fu 
plexity of all her Kindred. 


40 Ar ay the dreadful hour of conviction 
came on :--- She fell into thoſe agonies, ,which 
all women are condemned to. ſuffer in becoming 


mothers ; — yet ſtill ſhe perſiſted. in denying er 
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had ever the laws of chaſtity: Be- 
lieving herſelf in the pangs of death, ſhe ed 
her ſpiritual director might be ſent for.— He 
came. After confeſſing to him thoſe trifling 
offences, which human nature can never be ſaid 
to be totally free from, ſhe deſired abſolution; 
but he refuſed, telling her, he was well aſſured 
ſhe had not been ſincere in her confeſſion, and 
then exhorted her not to deceive the world, or 
heaven :— He remonſtrated to her, that the 
crime of which ſhe was accuſed was venial, in 
compariſon with that of denying it in thoſe ſo- 
lemn moments. On this ſhe wept bitterly, but 
ſtill avowed her innocence. - 


« THIS manner of behaviour appeared fo 
monſtrous in her, that every one cried out, ſhe 
merited no pity, or aſſiſtance.— Her mother, 
however, ſuffered a midwife to come to her re- 
lief, and ſhe was, ſoon after, amidſt horrors in- 
conceivable, delivered of a ſon. 


« THE meaſures which had been taken to 
prevail on her to relate the truth, and her ſteady 

rſeverance in atteſting her ignorance of what 
was laid to her charge, even atter a living proof 
of it was brought into the world, afforded much 
matter for ſpeculation : The ftory ſpread from 
one to another, till it became the general diſ- 


« TEE eccleſiaſtics were moſt of all con- 
cerned, and knew not how to judge of it: The 
whole conduct of — K Clercy had, 
till this unhappy accident, been unblameable, 
and they could not account for her becoming, 
all at once, fo bardened in guilt, Some 


them 


w-. os © Fu t 


= T S @ & & 


Fersr.cx. for LADIES. 199 


them had the ſuperſtition to imagine ſhe had been, 
unknown to herſelf, made pregnant by an incu- 
bas, and therefore urged that ſhe and the 
infant ſhould be committed to the flames. The 
affair was laid before the biſhop, and a grand 
conſultation was held among the reverend fa- 
thers, in what faſhion ſhe be proceeded 
with: —His lordſhip was willing to queſtion her 
himſelf, before he would determine on any 
thing ; and for this purpoſe ſhe was cited to ap- 
pear, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be in a condition, at 
his palace, where ſeveral of the fuperior clergy 


were alſo required to be preſent. 


«© THE day appointed being arrived, ſhe 
went, led by her weeping parents, who ftood in 
little leſs need of ſupport. © The anſwers ſhe 
gave to the biſhop's interr ries, were the 
ame with thoſe to her confeſſor, and to others 
who had examined her on the fame ſubject.— 
On which he was going to pronounce a ſen- 
tence, which it is thought would not have been 
the moſt mild, when a young gentleman, who 
had the appearance of an officer, ruſhed haſtily 
into the room, crying out, nothing could be 
decreed, with juſtice, againſt that lady, till what 
he had to urge in her defence was heard. The 


_ permiſſion he deſired being granted, he approach- 


ed the throne, where the biſhop was ſitting, 
and after making his proper ſubmiſſions, ſur- 
prized the whole aſſembly with a ſpeech; which, 
at I had it from one who took it down in ſhort- 
2 AE I FEI ITInS 
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Tue declaration and confeſſion of Manſtur La 


Un A1MoONT, formeriy a. nouice of the order 
of St. Francis, now a cadet in the army. 


<< eee ON me, my lord, and you moſt 
| reverend fathers, that thus uncalled, I 
preſume to appear beſore your ſacred tribunal; 
but truth, juſtice, and all thoſe laws, by which 
an honeſt ſoul is bound, oblige me to vindicate 
the ſpotleſs innocence of madamoiſelle St. Clercy, 
and to confeſs the guilt, you are about to con- 
demn, is all my own: Should my life be judged 
the ſole expiation of the crime, I voluntarily of- 
fer, even that, a ſacrifice to the offended laws, 
and the fame of this much injur'd lady: But! 
will not detain your lordſhip's attention, by any 
unneceſſary prelude. Being intended for the 
church, I was a novice of the order of St. Francis, 
at the time of madamoiſelle St. Clerc s ſuppos'd 
death, and was made choice of to aſſiſt father 
Belcourt in his devotions, on that occaſion: — 
The cloſeneſs of the room, the beat of the wea - 
ther, or ſome other cauſe, affected the good 
father ſo much, he was obliged to go out for a 
little air. I had heard much talk of this lady's 
beauty, but had never ſeen, her; and having 
this opportunity, had the curioſity to lift up the 
lawn with which her face was covered; ſhe 
ſeemed indeed extremely lovely: I could not 
think her dead: — I fancied I ſaw breath iſſue 
from her lips: I put my hand upon her boſom 
and felt ſome warmth in it : — A diabolical pro- 
penſity that inſtant ſeized me :—My reaſon was 
extinct:— Religion, honour, decency no longer 
had any place in me. —*I would be to add to 
my crime to repeat the manner of it. —W hat I 
have already ſaid, and the conſequences, = 
whic 
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which your lordſhip is acquainted, prove it but 
too plain, —I ſhall only ſay, that in the ſtruggle 
between life and death, ſhe was entirely ignorant 
of the violation I had the impiety to perpetrate, 
Father Belcourt ſoon after returned, and we 
alarmed the family. —As to myſelf, the death of 


an elder brother giving a ſudden turn to my af- 


fairs, I quitted the altar, to which, indeed, I 
had no real call, and went into the army. — I 
returned, but laſt night, to this city, when upon 
hearing the whole circumſtances of this unhappy 
affair, I heſitated not a moment to reveal the 
truth; as I ſhould have looked upon it a greater 
crime to have ſuffered it to remain a myſtery, 
than that of committing the act itſelf. 


«© AFTER this declaration, he reſigned him- 
ſelf to the judgment of the biſhop ; but the affair 
was of too much importance to admit of an im- 
mediate deciſion. Te whole aſſembly was filled 
with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment at what they heard, 
and for the preſent could only order him into 


confinement, and acquit mademoiſelle St. Clercy 


of all blame. 


« THESE ſpiritual judges had many conſulta- 
tions, before any thing could be determined on 
fo extraordinary a caſe. Monſ. Uraiment had 
many friends, particularly an uncle, who is 
prior of the benedictines; theſe alledged in his 


favour, that the crime he had been guilty of, 


came not under the denomination of ſacrilege, 
the lady not being actually dead at the time of 
committing it, and this argument, joined to the 
generoſity of his behaviour, pleaded ſo ſtrongly 
in his behalf, that it was thought proper to drop 
all further proſecution. e 
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« THE clergy thus appeaſed, nothing remained 
for Monſ. Lraimont but to make what ſatisfac- 
tion was in his power, to the injured family of 
St. Clercy ; which he did, by publickly eſpouting 
young lady, and ſettling on her a very large 

or”, 


THEY were married but laſt week, and it 
would be' too tedious to repeat half the witticiſms, 
which this adventure has been productive of: 
Beſides, ſo much of my paper is already uſed, 
that I have only room to ſubſcribe myſelf, az 
ever, my dear Miranda, 

| Yours, Sc. 
PANTHEA, 
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From ASTREA to EUPHROSINE, with the on- 
tinuance of the hiſtory of PHILANDER and Al- 
TEZEERA, as begun in a former book, 


My dear EUPHROSINE, | | 
FRA CONCLUDED my laſt with an 
FP almoſt aſſured hope, that the adven- 
ture related in it, would end to the 

e ſatisfaction of the parties concerned; 
an unlucky turn has happened to caſt a gloom 
on the late fair proſpect, and involved us all in 
a ſecond confuſion. | 


Sure every paſſin, but fond love, 


Unto its own redreſs does move ; 
But that alone the wretch inclines 
To what prevents his own deſigns. 


InDEED, 
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INDEED, I am more angry with Philander, 
than I have words to exprets : —Certainly, if 


f ever lover had cauſe to be contented with his 
9 fate, he had; — to find his miſtreſs, whom he 
e thought dead, alive, in the ſame houſe with 


him, and in the care of perſons who took a plea- 
ſure in promoting her recovery; — and that the 


it very accident which threatened him with her 
„ irrecoverable loſs, had given her liberty, and 
52 put it in her power to be for ever united to him: 
1, WTheſe, I ſay, one would think, were reflec- 
as tions to have made any reaſonable man happy; 


— but I fee plainly, not only by his behaviour, 
but that of ſome others, whom we both know, 


the truth of the poet's words, 


———T hat to be wiſe and love, 
I hardly granted to the gods above. 


THouGH he had heard the fur 
day repeat his injunctions, that his patient ſhould 
be kept extremely quiet; — that no unn 
oder ſhould be put to her, and all occa- 
lions of obliging her to ſpeak, moſt carefully 
avoided; adding, that on her ſilence and com- 
an poſure of mind, the certainty of her cure de- 
n- pended; and though I had given him the moſt 
he ſolemn affurances, that the moment ſhe ſhould 
I; Jdbde in a condition to hold any converſation, ſhe 
m ſhould be informed of his being there; yet not- 
in withſtanding all this, it was with the utmoſt dif- 
hculty I reſtrained him from ſnhe wing himſelf to 
her; and though I am pretty certain, frotn the 
whole tenor of his deportment, that he loves 
with as much ſincerity, as any man can do; 1 
am e ſame time convinced, that it was 
more the fears of offending me, than any ap- 

b prehenſions 


ST 
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prehenſions of the conſequences which might at. 
tend his viſit, that deterred him from going into 
her chamber, 


For four days, however, I kept him within 
the bounds ſo neceſſary to be obſerved , but on 
the fifth, when I was engaged with ſome ladies 
who were come to viſit me, his impatience { 
far-prevailed on my brother, as to gain his con- 
ſent for gratifying him fo far as to ſee Altezzera 
when ſhe was aſleep, on condition, that he 
ſhould content himſelf with a bare fight of her 
face, without ein to diſturb her y 


Hrs requeſt was accompanied with ſuch mov- 
ing expreſſions, that my brother could not reſiſt 
the force of them: He went with him to * 
chamber of Altezeera, and being told by the pe 
ſon whom I had ordered to attend her, that "Ihe 
was juſt fallen into a ſlumber, they drew near 
the bed, and Philander opening the curtain 
gently, had a full view of the face he ſo much 
longed to fee : — Fatal curioſity ! how dear has 
it been like to coſt him? His ungovernable paſ- 
ſion broke through the bounds of reaſon, diſcre- 
tion, and even care of the beloved object, and 
perhaps, without even 3 what he did, he 
cried out in a tranſport, — Tis ſhe | — By hegom, 
tis ſhe herſelf ! and at — ſame moment ſeized one 
of her hands which lay over the bed-cloaths, and 
put it to his mouth with an eagerneſs as going to 

devour it: — This preflure, joined to the loud 
_ exclamation he had made, would have awoke 
the ſlumbering fair had ſhe. been in a more dcep 
ſleep than the preſent. A of her condition 
could be expected _ — She ftarted, 
—_— her * — and fell.immediately 
_ 
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into a fit, out of which ſhe recovered to re- 
Japſe into a worſe: Philander, now ſenſible of 
the ill effects of what he had done, railed like 
: man wholly deprived of reaſon : —My brother, 
tho? extremely diſconcerted, forced him with 
much ado out of the chamber: — She grew ſo 
bad, tbat all the ſervants in the houſe were called 
to her aſſiſtance; I heard the noiſe, and excu- 
ſing myſeif to my friends, flew to the chamber of 
Altezecra, whom I found, as I then thought, in 
the agonies of death: the ſurgeon was ſent for, 
and 2 phy ſician, to join his endeavours alſo for 
ner relief; — indeed I deſpaired that it would be 
in the power of either to afford her any: —1I 
was in too great a concern to enquire preſently, 
if any accident had happened to occaſion fo fad 
a change in her; but her own words, when the 
intermiſſion of her fits gave her leave to ſpeak, 
et me into great part of the truth: The inbu- 
man wretch, cryed ſhe, has murdered his maſter |! 
0 Philander! Philander ! but I follow thee; 
then fainted away, and on her recovery, I here 
is the dear ſbade? reſumed ſhe, why ſo ſoon va- 
niſhed £ — He was here but now, there, there he 
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laad. — Thus did ſhe rave between the intervals, 


and I afking haſtily. if any one had been in the 
room, was. informed by my woman of what I 
have related to you. — I cannot tell whether my 
grief for the effects of this accident, or rage at 
the occaſion of it, was moſt predominant ; but 
this was not a time or place to expreſs my ſenti- 
ments, and caſting about in my mind what was 
belt to be done, I tnought that as ſhe had ſeen 
her lover, and imagined it was. his appatition, 
to convince her it was his real ſelf would be leis 
prejudictal than the error ſhe was in: I there- 
inte told her, that Philander was living, and had 

1 | RO 
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no other wounds than thoſe on his mind for the 
dangerous condition to which the villany of his 
wicked ſervant had reduced her ; —Ph:lanaer, 
cried ſhe, living / —and you know him, madam, 
and our unhappy ſtory ! —He 15, anſwered I, a 
gueſt at preſent in this houſe. And then perceiy- 
ing ſhe was in a condition to attend to what [ 
faid, related to her all I knew of this adventure; 
the remainder, I told her, muſt be her part to 
unfold, when heaven ſhould be pleaſed to give 
her ſtrength to do it. — But, cried ſhe haſtily, 
may I not fee Philander! Did he appear before me 
only to give me terror? — and ſhall I not again have 
' the conſolation of beholding him whom my ſoul langetb 
after, and for whoſe ſake I wiſh to Irve ? —I then 
ordered he ſhould be called, and it ſeems his 
diſtraction for his late behaviour was fo great, 
that it required no leſs than ſuch a pleaſing man- 
date to reſtore him to his ſenſes ; — he came, 
and throwing himſelf on his knees at her bed- 
ſide, conjured her to forgive the fright which 
the impatience of his love had occaſioned. There 


needed little rhetoric to obtain what he re- 


queſted, and the ſcene between them was ex- 
tremely moving; but the exertion of her ſpirits 
on this ſudden flow of joy, after the hurry they 
had been in with a contrary. emotion, threw 
her again into fits ſo violent, that happy was it 
for us all, that the doctor and ſurgeon came in 
to our relief; — the latter of theſe finding fo fad 
a change in his patient, after having left her in 
the morning ſo much better, ſhook his head, 
and told us, he feared his orders had not been 
complied with; to which I anſwered, that in- 
deed they had not, and the preſent condition of 
the lady was owing to an accident which had 
thrown her mind into ſome confuſion ; but 2 
F te 
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X, - 

he treated they would do their utmoſt for retrieving 
* this misfortune: — Philander, who had looked 
7 very ſilly all the time I was ſpeaking, now 
1 cried out, Reſtore her, and make your own demands, 


though it be my whole eſtate. It is not to be 
doybted, but that they aſſured him, nothing in 
the power of their fkill ſhould be wanting :— 
On examining her pulſe, they found it much 
3 the ſurgeon, when he took off her 
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dreflings, ſaid the wounds were much inflamed ; 


k —they both, however, gave us hopes that if j 
bh ſhe kept twelve hours from a fever, ſhe might |: 

he get over this ſhock ; ſtrict orders were again | 

th repeated, that every thing about her ſhould be - 

* as {till as poſſible, which Philander, too ſenſible | 

* of his late error, will not tranſgreſs. | | 
2 | Taz time ſpecified by the phyſicians paſſed 2 
e, over without any ſymptom of a fever being diſ- 1 
d. covered; but ſhe was, and ſtill continues ſo i 
ch exceſſive weak, that when ſhe attempts to ſpeak, 1 
Os her voice is ſcarce intellegible : —I fear it will be y 
* ſome time before ſhe recovers ſtrength enough to * 
x- relate that which we yet are ignorant of, concern | 
its ing this adventure: — Her life, however, is now | 
y judged to be out of danger; — Philander is never * 
_ from her chamber, but when decency obliges = 
it him to retire: —His tender aſſiduities, certainly | 

in contribute greatly to reſtore her to that compo- . 
10 ſure of mind, without which all exterior reme- ul 


in dies would be applied to little effect; — ſo that, 
d, angry as I was, at the diſregard he paid to my 


* intreaties, or the orders of the ſurgeon, I am 
* now of opinion, that the prejudice done her by 
of his diſobedience, is well atoned for by the in- 
ad ward ſatisfaction I can perceive ſhe now enjoys, 
5 and have therefore heartily forgiven him that 


act 
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act of raſhneſs, and my brother for permitting 
it. | 


Tus is all I am able to inform you of at pre- 


| ſent, but hope a few days will give me more 


light into an affair, which yet ſeems big with 
myſtery. — Till then, adieu ! —I need not tell you 
with how much ſincerity I am, my dear Eupbriſas, 
E | ours, Sc. 


As TREA. 
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From URANIA to MIRA, returning Dr. Burnet's 
Sacred Theory of the Earth, which that lady 

Had lent to her, and expreſſing the ſatisfaction the 
peruſal of thoſe volumes had afforded her, eſpe- 
cially that part which related to the millennium, 
or Chriſ?*s thouſand years reign on earth, 


Dear madam, 

D AVOURS conferred by you, afford 
a double benefit, as they are always 
well adapted: Firſt, you ſearch into 
the wants of thoſe you love, and then 
generouſly beſtow relief; —had you ſent me 
book of novels or new poems, they might have 
entertained my gayer moments for the preſent; 
or were it ſome part of modern hiſtory you 
had recommended to my peruſal, it would have 
made me ſomewhat wiſer than before, but fallen 
infinitely ſhort of the advantage I now enjoy. — 
Theſe excellent volumes have let me into the 
very inmoſt receſſes of nature, enlarged my ideas, 
and enabled me to behold, as the author himſelf 


— iN 


Erisr. cxii, for LADI E S. 
= In mprebenſtit: thought, 
The vaſt extent Hotxt God and dough. 4 
] a1 raviſhed with the beauties of the crea- 
tion, as it came from the hands of the Almighty ;, 1 
and am ſtruck with the moſt reverential awe, 
when I conſider the dreadful change it lince has, 
undergone by his juſt judgments o 2 ſinful 
world: — I am no Yothes at a loſs, to account 
for what they call the wonders of the Peak ;— 
nor for the inequality of the land, in ſome parts* 
ſo {tupendouſly mountainous, in others ſo low 
and marſhy ;—nor for thoſe, diſmal caverns, 
which in many places ſeem to lead down even 
to the center of the earth; nor how theſe num- 
berleſs little iſlands, torn as it were from the con- 
tinent, came to be ſcattered up and down the 
ſea: — Thefe admirable books have ſhewn me, 
that all this was'done by the force of thoſe wa- 
ters, which being let looſe by their Great Ruler, 
overwhelmed, broke in, and diſlocated the once 
beauteons flame of nature. Still beauteous in- 


deed, but not fo TT regular as in Its antedi- 
lurian ſtate. | 


H6warud this Eatisfadtion; great as it is, 
comes infinitely {hort of what the charming de- 
ſcription gen of the millennium affords : O 
moſt incomparable Mira] might I preſume to 
hope I ſhould be one of the happy number ad- 
mitted into that ſcene of bliſs, Tſhould in theory 
be already there; anticipate my paradiſe, and 
while environed with a Nrouſind| impertinences, 
which eternally ſpring up amidſt this vale of 
miſery and folly, feel in my breaſt the untainted 


joys of heaven; — to live a thouſand years di- 


veſted of all anxious cares, all griefs, ſecured 
oi. . I from 
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from diſappointments, as from vain purſuits, and 


idle wiſhes ;—to be certain, that neither pain 
nor ſickneſs can annoy us more; - to know we 
have paſled the gulph of death; — eſcaped all the 
horrors of the grave; are out of the reach of 
thoſe evil and malicious ſpirits, who watch to 
ſize the flying ſoul, and are ſafely landed on that 
ſhore, where all is love and harmony; — where 
the author of our redemption reigns in perſon, 
over a world, which is all one great palace, and 
all who enter there are of his court. 


How enchanting is the idea! — How glorious 
the proſpe&t ! — How flattering to hope! But, 
who, in theſe later ages, alas ! dare venture to 
indulge it ? — the prophets, —the patriarchs, —- 
the apoſtles, — the martyrs, who have ſuffered 
for the cauſe of righteouſneſs, perhaps, will fill 
thoſe happy ſeats, and leave no room for virtues 
of an inferior rank. 


TELL me, dear madam, do you think it poſ- 
ſible for a perſon moderately good, and who 
wiſhes to be much more ſo, to be enliſted 1n this 
divine company? Will the purity of the inten- 
tion, or the piety of the heart alone, without 
ſome diſtinguiſhed act of zeal, be ſufficient to 
2 any one to a place in the firſt reſurrec- 
tion? | 155 


You ſee, madam, that though the admirable 
author of theſe books does not attempt to en- 
ſorce the belief of his ſyſtem, as a matter of 
faith, yet I am of the number of thoſe, who are 
perfectly convinced of it: But do not imagine 
I am ſo, merely becauſe ſo great a man ſeems to 
be of that opinion himſelf; I do aſſure 12 1 

I . ve 


* 
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have examined thoſe texts of holy writ, which 
he has quoted for that purpoſe, and find them ſo 
conformable to his way of expounding, eſpe- 
cially thoſe in the Revelations of St. ohn, that I 
cannot think it is in the power of human learn- 


ing to put any other conſtruction upon them, 


- Yer, plain as it appears to me, I find ſome 
people treat it as viſionary, and only the effects 
| of a too warm, and fertile fancy; but ſceptics 
there will always be in things of yet greater con- 
ſequence to our ſalvation; —as ſuch I look on 


| theſe, and ſhall not waver in my belief of the 

8 doctor's poſition, till I hear better proofs againſt 

g it, than any he has brought in defence of it. 

: FAvouR me, I beſeech you, madam, with 
your ſentiments on this occaſion, the firſt mo- 

5 e 
ment you have to beſtow on her, who is, with 
the greateſt reſpect, madam, © _ 

. Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 

0 6 | , 81 URANIA. 

5 N I ; 

| - © 
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From MiRA to URANIA, praifong ber comprehen- 
ſive fine genius, and encouraging her to hope every 


thing ſhe wiſhed for on fo laudable a ſcore. 


le 

of My dear URANIA, en 

— AAM delighted beyond meaſure to find 
5 1 you are fo highly ſenſible of the value 

of the work I ſent you: — It ſhews you 


. have a ſoul capable of receiving the 
_ moſt delicate — of philoſophy, as well 
| 2 as 
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as 1 always. knew you had of religion: — Con- 


templation on the Divine Being, and the won- 


ders of his providence, is the moſt ſeraphic em- 
ployment of the mind, and brings us the nearc# 
to the angelic nature Few things that have 

ever been wrote are better . calculated, to ſerve 
this ſublime end; and I do not flatter you when 
I fay, :that- few readers, have a genius - more 
adapted for i improvement, and, will do more ho- 
nour to the author's labour. 


* 


.< 44 * |S 


1 vo not wonder, however, that ycu are more 
charmed with that, part, of his book, which re- 
lates to th ble been than with any of the 

1 


preceding . 0¹ becauie, People are naturally 
more inclined to give aftention to that which is 


come, than that Which is pait, though never 
FA curious and i in tereſting: When next I have 
the e pleaſure; of ſeeing you, ſhall enter into ſome 

iſcourſe with you, and give you, what obſerva-, 
tions I have. made on his account ot the para- 
diſaical world, and the ſtrange revolution occa- 
ſioned by the deluge, but at preſent will not 
imerrupt thoſe rapturcus meditations the millen- 
niun ] perceive has 8 2 with. 


Avp to ſhew ; you how mach I approve the 
credit you give to this enchanting ſyſtem, dare 
venturg to aſſure you, that when death has un- 


locked the adamantine gates, and brought futu- 


rity to view, you have no reaſon to deſpond of 
being one of thoſe who ſhall partake of the feli- 
ities our author deſcribes in the millennium: 
ear not, my dear Urania, that becauſe you 
babe not been endowed, with the gift of pro- 
pheey, nor have ſuſtained” the fiery trial of mar- 
Lang 705 hade n no e to be admitted 
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a denizon in that happy place ; — much leſs need 
you be under any apprehenſions for the want cf 
oom: — Our Bleſſed Saviour has, doubtleſs, ab. 
ready marked out his choſen train, and will 
meaſure out his new Feriſalem proportionable to 
the number of its inhabitants; = we have only 
to prepare ourſelves properly for a reception 
there, and take care we do not, like the fooliſh 


virgins, have our lamps to trim, when we are 
called upon to ente. 


Tut ardent zeal you expreſs for being one of 
that ſelect band, will certainly keep you always 
ready; nor will you, when death, the harbinger 
of the joys you wiſh for, knocks at your door, 
and bids you haſte away, be at any loſs to put 
on thoſe ornaments, which are neceſſary for your 


ſuitable appearance. I am ſo confident of your 


diligence in this point, that all remonſtrances 
may be ſpared, and I ſhall, therefore, add no- 
thing farther on the ſubject. LIES 


Wren you have well digeſted chefs EF Ht 
1 have another for your peruſal, which, to a 
perſon of your ſpeculative turn- of mind, cannot 
but be extremely agreeable, It is wrote by the 
ſame author, and entitled, The Hate of departed 
fouls : —You will there ſee the 'true meani 

the word Hades, or what we call hell, with many 
other curious explanations: concerning eternity. 
— I heſe are things too obſtruſe for every capa- 
city, but I know yours, that you have read 


Origen, and are in no danger pee into thoſe | 


errors which miſlead the Ane 


I LoxG to ſee you, that I may talk freely on 
theſe matters; and flatter myſelf, that my telling 
13 | you 
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you ſo will haſten your return to London + Fare- 
wel, my dear Urania; may we long enjoy the 
ſociety of each other on earth, and meet here- 
after in doctor Burnet's millennium; till when, 
I am, wich the greateſt ſincerity, madam, 
Your moſt humble and devoted ſervant, 
| | Mira, 


CORBETT NCCILSERRZARLNI 
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From Mz a to SEMANTHE, on that lady having 


ſeemed to accuſe herſelf of weakneſs, for hating 
been terrified with the late ſo2ck of an doit? 


Dear SEMANTHE, | | 
| O contend with heaven, to brave the 


T x! bolts of offended juſtice, and bid de- 
a fiance to Divine Wrath, is a falſe 
PE © piece of heroiſm : — Had I heard you 


bad unmoved bore ſo terrible a,ſhock, I ſhould 


have bewailed your inſenſibility, not applauced 


- Four courage :—-For my own part, I am far 


from being aſhamed to confeſs, that I no ſconer 
feit the tremendous convullion of every thing 
about me, than 1 fell proſtrate on that earth, 
which, for aught I knew, would immediately 
open and ſwallow me alive: I cried for protec- 
tion to the Almighty Being who alone could give 
it me: Tha Came Supreme | in whoſe hands 


are all the corners of the univerſe, who, when 


he pleaſes, can cruſh the worlds he has made, 
and all within them, into their original <hass. 


Loo have ſometimes been pleaſed to aſk my 


advice, 


„ 


A 
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Bor there are others, who, though they af- 
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advice, and have flattered me with acquieſcing 
to my opinion in every thing ;—do it then in 
this, my dear Semanthe, and ceaſe to make uy 
attempts to repel that reverential awe, whic | 
true piety inſpires, for every thing that ſeems if 
ſent by heaven to warh us of our tranſgreſſions, —_ 
What though the poet ſays, = 
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The truly innocent land ſafe amidſt N 
The crack of nature, and the cruſh of worlds; 
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Who is it that can boaſt ſo perfect a virtue as 
never to have done any thing which might pro- | 
yoke Divine Vengeance? — The "oy thinking ſo | 
would be a crime, which would require all | 

| 


— Sy — 


heaven's mercy to forgive. — I hope there are 
none guilty of ſo impious a preſumption. 
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fizn a far leſs guilty pretence for their inſenſibi- 
lity of fear in this, and other ſuch- like dreadful 
events, I cannot but look upon highly to be 
blamed :—1I mean thoſe, who e every 
thing that happens to natural cauſes, will 7 
allow there are any indications of the wrath o 

an offended deity, except that which every man 
feels in his own boſom, in a conſciouſneſs of hav- 
ing done a bad action. 
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A Mos other cauſes which I have heard aſ- 
ſigned for the late earthquake, by thoſe who call 
themſelves the rationaliſts, one is, that the 
planet Jupiter, in his paſſage through the Zo- 
diac, came fo near the earth, that the percuſſion 
of his atmoſphere occaſioned the ſhock which 
ſo much alarmed us. —Whether there be any 
thing ia this poſition, I _ not aſtronomer enough 
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to take upon me to FRY RG ; but I ſhould think, 
had it been fo, the trembling would have been 
more general than it ſeems by the accounts we 
have of it. 

Bor be that as it may, can any one, Rog 
atheiſt, deny, that. Jupiter, and every other — 
all that i is in the heavens above, and in the earth 
beneath, are under direction of an over- ruling 
Providence! Is not all nature actuated by the 
God of nature? Who then but muſt tremble at 
the irregularity in thoſe things Which were cro- 
atcd i in the moſt perfect order. 


” Ys, Semanthe, heaven, like a tender parent, 
menaces before it gives the blow: — It is in us 
alone to avert impending e by a timely 
penitence and ſubmiſſion.— I am ſorry to hear 
ſo many people, for ſome of whom I have a 
great regard, and a good-will for all, were at 
the play and maſquerade” on a night ſucceeding 
that day of terror :—Thoſe who had a true ſenie 
of it would certainly have employed their time 
in a very different manner. I am, with the 
moſt Peres aue, N | 
| Yours, 9 

Mira, 
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From. SOPHRONIA,, 1 4 gentleman, 2 0 
going to marry b1s daughter, to 4 man of the maſt. 
difſoltte 2 bu debauched principle, and ill. 
nature, only becauſe he had: pronuſed_ber 10 Him, 
before he was well acquainted with his character. 


T..was with. an, aſtoniſhment equal to 
the concern I ſeel in every thing rela- 
J ting to. your family, that. J heard, in 

A ;ſpite of all the vices, Liſaris is known 
to 7 guilty, of, you are determined to give, your 
daughter to him; He has your promiſe it is 
certain, - but then you made that promiſe when 
he maintained a character to juſtif —— choice: 
— You knew not then, nor did = world ima- 
gine, he would return from his travels the aban- 
doned wretch he is: Muſt then the young, the, 
fair, the innocent . Vialetta, fall the victim of a too. 
nice point of honour in him ho bas the diſppial. 
of her! —Muſt ſhe. be. condemned to 
miſery, by the very perſon, who. is bound by, 
all the laws of heaven and nature, to do every, 
thing in his power. to protect, her from it | 2 
Mult the be the prey of vice and folly, only be⸗ 
cauſe it ſhould not be ſaid, you broke your 
word | —Is this to be a father? | 1 it not rather 
the effect of tyranny, than paternal affection : 
Pardon, Sir, the freedom which our long friends. - 

ip emboldens me to take, and believe I ſpeak | 
no more than what all hint, who know what 


you hs PIP to do, . which if you carry into 


5 | com- 
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completion, cannot but draw on you that very 
cenſure you ſeem ſo fearful of i incurring, 


To be ſtrictly tenacious of one's word, is cer- 
tainly a moſt praiſe-worthy quality, yet the Ca- 
ſaifts will tell you, the extreme of any virtue 
borders on a vice :— Many inſtances might be 
produced to prove, there may be promiſes, which 
it is leſs a fault to break than to keep; and ſure, 
Af any are to be 3 with, yours made to 
| 2 is ſo. 


Or two evils, th ought to chuſe 
the leaſt; and if ycu Aol ch think it, it a greater, to 
chuſe to retract a — made to one, who is 
no longer the ſame man he was at the time of 
your making it, than to ſacrifice a moſt deſervin 
child to certain wretchednefs, I am afraid it wi 
be eſteemed rather a fullen CO than real 
honour i in you. 


Tur more the charming d reſigns herſelf 
| —_— zoill, the more careful you ſhould be to 
othing that did not afford a probability of 

_—_ to her * Enjoin her not, there- 
conjure you, Sir, to an action, which 

muſt not only be the entire deſtruction of her 
peace, but may alſo drive her to a deſpair fatal 
fo het morals, and make her curſe the obedience i 
by which the i is undone. 


* TraronT enumerate the many miſchiefs which 
attend a union between perſons fo oppoſite in 
their principles and humours as Poletta 

£ifaris, but your own good ſenſe and obſervation 
render it necdlefs : —Tonly beg you will feriouſly 
reflect upon the * winch may — 
ore 


r wy we — 9 


ſhe believed herſelf able to give an account of the 
accident that had befallen her, but would not 
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before you tie that irrevocable knot, which death, 
or ſome what worſe than death, only can diſſolve. 
—1 am, with an unfeigned regard, Sir, 

Your molt obedient ſervant, 
N 
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Frem ASTREA t9 EUPHROSINE, with the ſeque 
of the flory of PHILANDER and ALTEZEERAs., 


My dear EuUbuacugn | 


P2202 NOW write to you with double at 
Z faction, having it in my power, at 

9 laſt, to preſent you with the ſequel-cf 
an "adventure, which I know your 
good nature muſt be very much intereſted in, 
though not yet acquainted "__ * of we 12 
ſons concerned | in it, 


I HAD but juſt finiſhed my m letter bo 150 
and two or three other diſpatches I was obliged to 
ſend to London, when Philander came into my. 
chamber, and with a tranſport of joy told me, 
that his dear Altexcera was ſo much better, that 


do it till I was prefent :— This fo overjoyed me, 
that I did not ſtay to congratulate him on the be- 
caſion, but ran haſtily i into the room where ſhe 
was ; he followed with an equal degree of fpeed, 

and we were no fooner feated by her bedſide, 

than ſhe began with a voice more audible than [ 
could have imagined, to addreſs herſelf N in 


the TY terms: | 8 
I * 4 To 
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Ir has been no ſmall addition to the pains 
T have. felt, that you, madam, and my dear 
Philander, ſhould fo long be kept in ignorance 
concerning the manner by which I was reduced to 
the condition I was found in, and relieved by the 
generous pity of — and * noble brother. 
CL 4 PE r 8 8 
HE beginn of iy hiſtory Tknow Prin- 
der has already made dr be with; it 
only remains for me to tell you, that the night 
deſore that appointed for my eſcape, juſt. as I 
was going into bed, I heard the accuſtomed ſig- 
nal under my window: —I was very much ſur- 
prized, but looking out, found it was indeed 
e ne on which I baſtily let down 
the firing, e he had brought à letter: 
— Madam, my maſt 7/ter had | 79 time to 
Arte, an dae 5 happ ened that requires your 
Immediate removal; — no time is to be loft ; — male 
Halle therefor re to deſeend ; — he has prepared a chu- 
riot, in which he waits fer you, at a convenient diſ- 
tance. I had no ſuſpicion of the truth of what he 
1 A * Dat ran hack to fetch the ladder of ropes he 
4 fore conveyed t to me: While 1 was fixing 
k e you. got yaur Hs madam, cried. he; J 
P- none Bere, anſwere 1. :—T hat 'is unlucij, 
replied he, tat zo matter. By this time I was 
got down; —he was on horſeback, — he took 
Me up before bim, and Abe rode, I. believe, near 
a mile, Without ſpeak ing A word, till coming 
_ . to the g 775 toad, 1 IR hin, where Phalan 


©, Was,—A little fax. 199 
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THOUGHT We Were now far enough 5 
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the place where I had been cont! an 
to kr I £3 not ſec Philan, of 2 
beingya Tice Tack lac N 1 aſked — be was 
and added, 
road where the 5 was to meet us: — Ne, 
no, replied this monſter, you, are nearer to your, 
lover. Pb tr bud 1 tz. 1 U ite 10 
C1, WA that inſtant; continued ſhe, ſeized __ 
a terror, which I could not then account for, nor 


am able to deſcribe ;—I threw my eyes round 


in ſearch of what I ſo much wiſhed to ſee, but 
though I might have diſcerned objects at a great 
diſtance, the moon ſhining very bright, nothing 
preſented, itſelf to me but a. dreary; waſte, over 
which we aſſed, 7 5 cam to the entrance of 
2 Wood: lere it Was the villain ſtopped, ind 
fill holding me in bis aims, diſmounted : — 

made me lit 40 50 on a Kind of bank, hile 10 
tied his horſe by the bridle to a tree; 1 | 


he, you will immediately be in poſſeſſion 0 "the 555 


faithful and pa aſfuonate of” « all Jovers.— O. where is 


he F cried I, oy to penetrate into, the 


thickneſs of the wood comes. be not to cafe 


my trembling heart ? — ds here. be ig, replied 
that moſt execrable of all traitors, and at the 
ſame time throwing himſelf down by me, behold 
in me your faithful adorer ; —Philander laves zou 


not. — be has refigned | his title tg Van, and 3 voii arg 


mine I) his gift, and I bope 7% ee be (0 2927 own rae 


h when you ſhall be  copgoniced Vozy 02 Tr 


TR E aſtoniſhment 332 Re, 1282 — * 
Wan of this infamous declaration, left me 
not the power of interrupting it, till he attempt- 
55 to ole, it it with 2 kiſs: — Rage got the better 


te dee e polio, and Hiring ba 


ped he. bad not miſtaken the 
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blow with all my force upon the face, Me? in- 
pude; 7 all villains, cried I, what devil has 
rempted thee to this behaviour? Your beuuiy, 
anſwered he, and the temmands of him that twas ence 
in; maſter :—Thou ligt, ſaid I, half choaked with 
indignation, and endeavouring to riſe, but alaſs ! 
all the ſtrength I could muſter up, was feeble, 
when oppoſed to his: —He had me faſt within 
his graſp, and compelled me to fit ftil} and hear 
e odious arguments he had prepared to work 
to his will : He told me, that ſenſible of the 
many inconveniencies that attend marriage with- 
out the conſent of friends, and beſides having 
the offer of a more ſuitable match, that Philander 
had reſolved to quit me; —on which he ſaid he 
had acquainted you with the ſecret paſſion he 
nad for me;— that you adviſed him to purſue 
It; and directed him in the means he now had 
taken as the moſt likely for accompliſhing his 


„ Trr1xK not, my generous benefactreſs, nor 
1 my dear Philander, (ſhe went on) that I 
lieved one ſyllable of what this wretch had ut- 
tered, but the different paſſions of fear and an- 
ger warring in my breaſt, prevented me for ſome 
time from faying any thing in contradiction to 
his falſhoods : —He added, that though reduced 
to be a ſervant, through the ill management of 
Air pareath he was deſcended of a good family, 
tad a little knowledge of commerce, and as I 
had a fortune independant of my father, he would 
carry me to Holland, and lay it out in ſuch mer- 
chandize, as he ſhould find would turn to the 
deſt account; fo that, ſaid he, throwing his 
hateful arms about my neck, I doubt nat bu 
ndr, you man be one day 10 Hf rich, uc 
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finitely more happy, than you could have bern, in being 
the wife of Philander. ire: RN 


« Flap I been miſtreſs of the leaſt preſence | 


of mind, I ſhould certainly have flattered the 
villain's hopes, have ſcemed to give credit to his 
allegations, made a ſhew of conſent to his de- 
fires, and ſuffered him to conduct me on the 
journey he mentioned, till we had arrived at 
tome place where I might ſafely have diſcovered 
my diſdain, proclaimed his treachery, and ap- 
plied for the protection of juſtice : — Believing 
himſelf ſecure of me, he then would, perhaps, 


bave treated me with reſpect, and I had efcaped 


the inſults he ſoon after had the infolence, and 
the cruelty to offer: But in that dreadful junc- 
ture, my ſenſes were all confuſed, and loft 1 
had no reflection, — no contrĩivance, — no thought, 
but to find proper words wherewith to expreſs 
my abhorrence of his perſon, and attempt. — 
This ſo irritated him, that he plamly told me, if 
I would not be his in the honourable way he had 
propoſed, I ſhould be fo by one which fhould 


make me hereafter repent my pride. and folly, 


that he had not proceeded ſo far without a reſo- 
lution to ſtop at nothing; and that he was not 


of a humour to be checked by the vain threats of 
a weak filly woman. 


„ Tyxsz words wete followed by actions, 


which left me no room to doubt the horrid in- 
tention of his foul; my m , alas! ſuffered 
but too many indignities, and it was heaven 
alone that ſure enabled me to repel the laſt of 


violations ;— all my ſtock of ftrength, however, 


was near exhaufted, and I was very near bein 
rendered the moſt wretched of my ſex, when- 
Was 
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1 


was relieved by the moſt unexpected, and, in- 
deed, unhoped- for means. La: 
Jus as | was on the brink of ruin, the 
ſudden trampling of horles at ſome diſtance made 
the villain ſtart, and pauſe in the execution of 
his. purpoſe :—This interruption. alſo gave me 
8 4 to — 22 a loud —.— in 
hopes of drawing thoſe perſons, whoever the 

were, to —.— : — He ſtill kept liſtening, — 
ſtopped my mouth with his hand fo, cloſe, that I 
could make little or no ſound ; — I uſed my ut- 
moſt efforts, however, for that purpoſe, which 
he perceiving, and at the ſame time, imagining 
the perſons he heard was coming that way, per- 
haps alſo they were in purſuit = himſelf, to pre- 
vent being taken, and in revenge for his diſ- 
appointment, he drew his hanger, and gave me 
two Wounds, holding the other hand ſtill over 
my mouth ; after which he ſet his foot upon my 
breaſt, doubtleſs to. diſpatch me with the more 
ſpeed, then mounted his. horſe, and rode away 


with an incredible ſwiftneſs, 8 


My intended xayiſher being gone, as 1 
might well be a, by his lat — of me, 
with no thoughts. of ggturning, I madè no efforts 
to call the ſtrangers, whom 1 ſtill heard, to my 
aſſiſtance, not doubting by the pains 'I felt, but 
I had received a mortal. wound, and alſo not, be- 
ing ſure. but I might fall into as bad hands as his 
I Had Juſt, eſcaped.—1 therefore lay quite {till 
till they were paſt, which, they di 2 5 ta- 
king any notice of me z they were three in 
number, and ſeemed, earneſt in diſcourſe; but 
on What ſubject, dt what buſigels. bent, my 


agonies prevented me, from diſcoyering ;—Y ou 
os = «+ : Way 
| | . 
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may ſuppoſes eee K. hag. little Funahty t to 


know. lle in. 


« * _ ILL not trouble you: with any deflation 
of the agonies with which my mind accompanied 
thoſe of 1 my body ; you may judge in the dying 
condition I then thought myſelf, they muſt be 
25 terrible as human nature could ſuſtain, but I 
cannot forbear ſayipg, that the apprehenſions I 
had, that the wicked wretch had murdered his 
maſter, were not the leaſt ;formentidgs nem 

« My wounds bled very faſt, and Ie can im- 
pute my not fainting quite away, only to the ex- 
ceſſive pain I felt from the hurt in my breaſt, the 
monſter baving ſet his foot juſt in the place 
where a little picture of Philander s Was e 
within my Rays, Fil abs. SAP | 


* 
: ' 4 * 


« Day at laft EF ; the weather was ex- 
tremely ſultry, which, joined to tlie great loſs 
of blood, I had 1 ot the better of my 
anguiſh, and fell, into a Lind of ſwoon: How 
long Thy i in that condition, I know. not, but 
the firſt objects that preſented themſelves to my 
returning ſenſes, were you, good madam, and 
your noble brother: Let me call you the guar- 
dian angels of my life, my honour, my Pre. 
my happine(s, and my love... 


AN 
131 


HERE e ended the narrative we had 


folong and fo impatiently wiſhed to hear, which 


I would not detain” your attention from, by any 
repetition of the many interruptions, which the 
violent emotions Philander was in at ſome parts 
of it, forced him to give, during the recital. 
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| — 4 ＋ # © 4 4. 9 8 F 
9 o 6 N 
- FEST "> $ $©Y 414941 * Te + * 2 
N : = 


186 EPISTLES Box K. 


Altezeera herſelf was fo much fatigued with 
holding ſo long a diſcourſe, and alſo with the 
various agitations which the remembrance of 


| what had paſſed raiſed in her, that even Philan- 


dier himſelf, loth as he was to leave her preſence, 
Judged it neceſſary we ſhould retire, in order 
that ſhe might take ſome repoſe. 


Wx went down ſtairs into the parlour, where 
we found my brother juſt come in : —He ſeemed 
more penftve than ordinary, but before we had 
time to aſk him the cauſe of it, he ſurprized us 
with a piece of intelligence we little expected. 


He told us, that having been at town, 
which you know is but fix miles off this houſe, 
he had been informed, that an old gentleman, 
accompanied by three others, and attended by 
ſeveral ſervants, were all lodged at an inn, and 
were coming the next morning to him, to apply 
for an authority to ſearch the county for a young 
lady, who had for ſome time been miſſing, at 
they imagined was concealed in ſome houſe 
other in theſe parts. 2. 


BI the deſcription, Taid my brother, this can 
be us other than the father of Altezeera ; and, if ſs, 
it would be mean and baſe in me to grant authority 
for the troubling other people's houſes with a fruit. 
fearch after a perſon, whom I concealed in my own : 
| =— Beſides, added he, I could not anſwer to myſeſ 
. the impoſing on a gentleman of his character and 
fegure in the world. 


 Philander turned pale at hearing my brother 
| ſpeak in this manner, fearing he intended to give 
up Alena to her father, and they ſhould again 


1 _w_s aim. 


F — 1 1 A. me ms a. 8 erg 


Eeisr. exvi. for LADIES. 187 


be ſeparated : — Indeed I was a little ſurprized 
myſelf, conſidering the ſweetneſs of his temper, 
and the friend{hip which ſhe had conceived for 
Philander in this ſhort time of their acquaintance. 


Bur he ſoon eaſed the ſuſpence we both were 
in, by continuing his diſcourſe in this manner: 
I ſee no way, laid he, either honourable for my «lf, 
or that can fecure th: poſſeſſun of Altezeera to Phi- 
lander, but by an cre — 1 whith, 

they both agree, I will have the pleaſures 
+ hand to him, whom I am convinced 50 
and my avon chaplain ſpall perform the ſacred cere- 
many, — A hufband's power er abrogates that of a father, 
and his affettion will not attempt to ne what 
tne Opt ay: ts have deſigned, 


Nzven did 1 behold any tranſport ele ud 
to that, which Philander expreſſed on this oc- 
caſion; — he threw himſelf upon my brother's 
neck, — called him his patron, —his preferver, 
and gave him all the tender epithets that grati- 
tude could invent :— The firſt raptures of his 
ſatisfaction being over, he began to expreſs ſom? 
fears, that' Altezeera would not, in her preſent 
weak condiuon, be prevailed on to agree to this 
propoſal ; but I undertook to bring it about, on 
which we all retired to our reſpedtive chambers, 
having reſolved, that very early in the morning 
the nuptials ſhould be folemnized : Before I went 
to bed, I ordered the woman, who attended 
Altezeera, to call me on her fist waking. 


ACCORDINGLY, ak Wr o'clock in thi 
morning, the woman came to my bedfide, and 
told me, that the lady, after a very refreſhing 
lleep, was now awake, and had callec for fome: 


thing 


* 
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thing to drink; on, which I roſe, got on my 
cloaths with all the ſpeed I could, and went into 
her chamber: She ſeemed very. much amazed 
at ſeeing, me ſo carly, but I ſoon told her What 
my errand was, and found no difficulty to per- 
ſuade her to follow the ſcheme my brother had 
propoſed. 


Ts, done, 1 ſent to. awaken my brother, 
Pbilander, che chaplain, the houſe-keeper, and 


butler, thinking it neceſſary ey ſhould be wit- 
neſſes to the mamiage. 


© PHILANDER, I ſuppoſe, had not ſlept 
ſince I laſt ſaw him, for I had no ſooner ſent the 
ſummons than he entered the room; — my bro- 
ther and the reſt came in a ſhort time, and the 
chaplain being told what be was to do, per- 
PG between Philander and Altezeera, thoſe 
myſtic rites, ** conſtitute the matrimonia 
Bonk... 


e however, with the thoughts of her 
father s near approach, and the upbraidings ſhe 
expected from the fuſt fury of his reſentment, 
made Altezeera ſomewhat diſordered, and it was 


as much as all of us could do to > Ie her with 


SOAR * face the ſtoꝛm. s 1 


TIES was. not more. than 4 when my wa 
ther was told ſome gentlemen, below deſired to 
ſpeak with him on an extraordinary affair: T bis 
intelligence almoſt threw Altezeera into her cold 
fit again, but I left Philander to comfort her, 
and went down into a little room adjacent to that 
my brother always received company in on theſe 


e and where 1 could diſtinctiy * 1 


. 
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7 that paſſed z—T' ſoon found it was indeed the 
© father, the brother, and the two other relations 


xd of Atezeera's, who were there: — They were 
at beginning to addreſs him in the uſual form for 
2 what they wanted, but he preſently told them, 


6 that they might ſpare themſelves the trouble of 
any farther ſearch, for the lady they were in 
queſt of, was at that time a gueſt with her huſ- 

, band in his houſe:— The father flew into ex- 

0 treme rage at the word huſband; — hat, is 

. e married? cried he, the audacions hufſey ! *tis 
1 Philander then, I ſuppoſe /— my brother an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, and was beginning to 

t ſay ſome good-natured things in behalf of that 


e gentleman, and the choice ſhe had made; but 
* the unreaſonably incenſed father would liſten to 
e nothing on that ſcore, nor be prevailed upon 
b even to fee Altezeera, or Philander ; — he ſwore 
| ſhe never ſhould have a ſhilling from him, and 


that inſtead of a bleſſing, he would load her with 
his eternal curſes. — No arguments my brother 
could make uſe of had the power to bring him to 
more moderation: He even forgot good man- 
ners, and run out of the houſe without paying 
thoſe reſpects which my brother's quality de- 
manded: The other kindred, who came with | 
him, were more polite ; — the brother of Alte- 
zeera, ſo often mentioned in my former letters 
on this ſubject, ſtayed à little behind the others, 
and, in as brief terms as he could; begged par- 
con for his father's abrupt behaviour; — thanked 
him for the favours he found had been conferred 
by him on his fifter and Philander, — entreated 
he would commend him to them, and let them 
know, he would neglect nothing that might mi- 
tigate their father's :lndignation, -- - 2 ee, 
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Poon Altezeers was very much affected on 
hearing this detail, though we concealed from 
her the worſt part of what her cruel father bad 
ſaid : — She received, however, ſome conſolation 
in a few hours ;- the generous Ormuſia took an 
opportunity of ſending a letter to her from the 
inn, deſore they ſet out on their return for Lan- 
dum; he repeated in it what he had ſaid to my 
brother, and added, that he was very confident 
his interceſſion, with that of other friends, would 
ſoon bring about a reconciliation. 


I nave nothing now farther to acquaint you 

with, my dear Euphreſme, than that as ſoon as 

* Altezeera has perfectly recovered her health, we 

ſhall all come to London together, and you will 

then ſee. a pair of lovers, who have ſuffered 

for each other, to bring conſtancy into 

faſhion again :—Farewel,—I have wrote you a 

book inſtead of a letter, and have no time to add 

any thing concerning myſelf, but that I am, 
dear creature, 


Sincerely yours, | 
F 3d ASTREA, 


ee, = & >. Fe of 3% ee 
- ' From Mita # URaAnia, on the ſecond terrible 


Jhock of an carthquake, felt on the 8th of March. 


DIE CAIN, my dear Urania, has all- 


© gracious heaven vouchſafed to warn 2 
© a ſinſul world of what it ought to ex- 
pect:— Again has the Almighty, like 
a tender parent, ſhook the rod before the blow 
* 15 


—— 


— 
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is given, which, when it once deſcends, excludes 
repentance z as I remember to have ſomewhere 


— kh 


The years of our probation paſt, 

All future prayers and penitence are vain, 
By the irrevocable fiat doom'd 

To never-ending bliſs or wae, 


Both hopes and fears in certainty are bt. 


3 bu Yu —B eG was WE LS 


WE. can die but once, indeed, and if well 
prepared, ought not to be too anxious in what 
manner we make our exit hence: — But the plea- 
ſures and temptations, of this world are too al- 
Juring, alas] for the generality of people, wholly 
to reſiſt:— How many, perhaps, full of the 
memory of the enchanting entertainments of the 
preceding evening, forgot to recommend them- 
ſelves to the Divine Protection, before they 
yielded to that image of death, fleep? How 
many were negligent of paying their duty to the 
Deity, by forming ſchemes in what manner they 
ſhould paſs the next day, what viſits. they muſt 
return, and with what new diverſion they ſhould. 
kill time ? — How many were guilty of the ſame 
omiſſion, through the anxious cares which pe- 
nury excites? — Much are theſe laſt to be pitied, 
though not excuſed; but, O Urania, what ſhall 
we tay, what can, we think of thoſe, Who, 
even in the inſtant of that dreadful ſhock, were, 
21 it interrupted in planning new arts of oppreſ- 
ion, who were that moment plotting Th 
pernicious to ſocicty. e, ee 

The fly projeckor, (who deſigns to build 


ii, fortune on his neighbour's, or, perchance, 8 
His country's ruin. — tis ahke to bim it 
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Fi l dal or hole natis PI oil,) 


akes with the daton, nor taſtes a nun xi 5 


OTHERs, leſs hurtful to mankind, but unjuſt 
and cruel to themſelves, lay drowned 1 in luſt 1 
wine, and fatigued with the laſt night's debauch, 
were rock'd in ſo profound a ſleep, as not to be 
awaked by the tremendous' ſhotk:!—A ſhock, 
which, had not infinite mercy interpoſed, might 
have püried all the inhabitants of our * 
lis under the ruins of their city. 


WIr thall ! fay then to the bold impious 
man, who would fob the Almighty of Power, 
Hor till he feels his vengeance, will be convinced 
he takes any cognizance of what is done below); ; 
ſuch I tremble for indeed | A 


: + 4 


Bur this lecddeht; as I befort tft; in 


its moſt dreadful effects, could but have antici- 


pated our fate, and done what nature, ſome 
time or other, will do without it, — no more 


than a thouſand other caſualties, of a leſs dreaded 


kind, might poſſibly have brought about: — 
Deach, therefore, in itſelf, is not the proper 
object of a wiſe man's fear, it is inevitable; but 
that is a great difference between a low or 
ſudden death, as it may relate to the happineſs 
or ' miſery; of an immortal foul which is to furvive 
the "body, and may humbly expect favour in 

roportion to its Tepentance. I cannot there- 


| tore call it heroiſm in any man, to ſay, that it 


matters not whether he dies. of a conſumption, 
or is ſwallowed up in an earthquake. — Let us 


reflect, that ven national tranſgreſſions have 


. down! national chaſtiſements, forced long- 
neglected 


7 
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neglected mercy from her ſeat, and all is left to 
jujtice, at that tribunal, who dare expect to be 


ws * ta_ Wa 
- — = 


i (= iy | 


acquitted ! | 


PrRAYERs and humiliations can alone avert 


the menaced ſtroke, and thoſe I hope will not 


be-omitted, — I am, with a confuſton of mind, 
too great for words to deſcribe, | 
My dear Uranza, 
Yours, &c, 
; MIRA. 


EPISTLE CXVIN.. 


Hum STELLA in London; to ber ſiſter in Paris, 
returning her thanks for the preſent ſhe had re- 
ceived from her, and acquainting her with the 


uſe ſhe had made of it. 


My dear fiſter, 


HIS brings you my. moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the fine head, 
ruffles, and tippet, you were ſo kind 
to ſend me by the hands of * % _ 
Never had [ ſeen any thing fo curious, and beau- 
tiful, as the work ; and that which added to my 
admiration of it was, that he aſſured me it was 


_ wrought by the hands of a recluſe, of the order 


of St. Auguſtine, and ſold for the relief of the 
poor. All who ſaw have been charmed with it, 
and you may be ſure, I ſhewed it to-as many as 
came near me. ] could not help trying the head, 
the ruffles, and tippet, the very next day after 
they were in my poſſeſſion, to fee how they be- 

OL, II. K came 
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came me; and thought they very much contri- 
buted to beighten the few graces nature had be- 
ſtowed upon me.—By what I have faid, I 
doubt not, but you will think I could not reſt in 
this, new equipage without viſiting all the publia 
places in town.—Wcre I the ſame gay, vain 
thing, I was when you left London, this conjec- 
ture would have been juſt ; but, my dear ſiſter, 
] am now, thank heaven, another creature, and 

ou muſt not take it ill of me when I tell you, 
| pn: them but.for a moment, and have put it 


- out of my power to make any uſe of them a ſe- 


cond time. I aſked the value of them, of thoſe 
who are Judged the beſt connoiſieurs in French 
point, and they aſſured me, that they could not 
coſt leſs than a thouſand livres, where they were 


bought; but were here worth double that ſum. 


On conſidering ſeriouſſy of this matter, I 
found it inconfiſtent with the duties owing from 
me to my fellow creatures, to feed a ſenſeleſs 
pride in myſclf, with what would afford eaſe to 
the hardſhips ſo many of them laboured under. 
This curious lace, ſaid J to myſelf, a pin, or 
twenty accidents, may tear,— It may be mildewed, 


or ſpoiled in waſhing ; er, if none of theſe happen, 


the very fineneſs of the thread will render it of ſhort 
duration. — Linnen of a far leſs price, will as well 
anſwer the end of apparel, keep me more warni, look 
as decent, though leſs attract the admiration, and 
perhaps the envy, of the beholders. 


Ix fine, I diſpoſed. of it for a hundred and 
twenty pounds, to lady Fanny: — Both of us 
thought ourſelves happy by having made this 
bargain.— She went to court, and plumed her- 
ſelt in being the fineſt lady there: I to * 

ons, 
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ſons, where I had the ſatisfaction of releaſing fix 
captives for ſmall debts, who might elſe have 
periſhed there. — This took not up more than 
half the ſum, ſo the remaining part I diſtributed 
among people whoſe wants were known to me. 


Tux prayers and bleflings of thoſe I have re- 
lieved are greater, and more Jaſting ornaments, 
than any that art or fancy can ſupply me with; 
and I doubly thank you, my dear ſiſter, for af- 
fording me the means of doing what my niggard 
fortune would otherwiſe have denied me. 


Travs you ſee, the effects of the pious nun's 
handywork have extended themſelves much far- 
ther than ſhe could have expected, by relieving 
the poor in London, as well as thoſe in Paris, 
at which, I dare anſwer, ſhe would not be of- 
fended, did the knowledge of it reach her ; nor 
will you, I flatter myſelf, judge with leſs can- 
dour of the uſe I have made of your very obliging 
preſent. —T'o convince me, however, that you 
will do ſo, I beg you will ſend me a lock of your 
hair, as alſo one of that moſt worthy perſon, 
who, you inform me, is now my brother; but 
I deſire to have it as it comes off your heads, — / 
not ſet, nor ornamented. — I know a poor, but 
ingenious jeweller, whom it is a kind of charit 

to employ. —1I ſhall make it into a locket for 
my breaſt, where I ſhall always wear it, to ſhew - 
how dear you are, and ever will be, to 

Your affectionate ſiſter, 


STELLA, 


K2 EpISTLE 
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EPTYT YE CIS.” 
From EUSEBIA to SOPHRONIA, giving her the 
account of the death of CLOTIL DA. 


My dear friend, , 245 35 

Come now from being a witneſs of the 
t moſt ſolemn and intereſting ſcene, 
that nature can preſent.— I mean that 
| of death: — The death of the once 
gay Clitilda: — A woman, who could not be 
called vicious, nor yet wholly virtuous. — The 
extremes cf good and ill were ſo mingled in her 
conſtitution, that the one was for the molt part 
hindered from exerting itſelf, and the other mo- 


derated by its oppoſite ; — ſo that it might be 


ſaid, that in the general her life was an inſipid 
blank. — Reaſon ſeemed beſtowed on her for no 


other purpoſe, than to enable her to talk, and 


write well; it never had any ſway over her ac- 
tions: — They were influenced by mere propen- 
ſity, and according as the praiſe-worthy, or 
blameable paſſions were predominant, was her 
conduct and behaviour: —Pleaſed or angry, — 
melancholly or chearful, without a caule : — 
Her civilities, — her difdain, —her love, —her 
hate, — were all the effect of caprice, and never 
of long continuance ; fo that her friendſhip was 


little to be valued, or her enmity feared. — Un- 


heppy woman ! — whatever good ſhe did loſt all 
its merit, becauſe not directed by judgment; 
and the ill was cenſured with the more ſeverity, 
even on that very ſcore, which ought 01 to 
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have excuſed it : 80 quick ſighted are the ge- 
nerality of people to the faults of others! — As 
the poet truly ſays, Ste: 


All ſee my ſpots, but few my brightneſs tate. 


Chilla, it is certain, might have been a 


ſhining ornament to her ſex, had ſhe made a 


proper uſe of thoſe talents ſhe received from na- 


ture; had ſhe more early examined into herſelf, 
and remembered, that where much was given, 
much would be expected, ſhe would, doubtleſs, 
have avoided all thoſe miſtakes, which ſome 


have fo ſeverely cenſured :—Had ſhe cheriſhed 


thoſe divine emanations, which by ſtarts inſpired 


her mind, ſhe might have never once wandered 


from thoſe paths which led to virtue, fame, and 
everlaſting happineſs. — But, alas ! the power gf 
reflection came to her too late, to retrieve her 
reputation in this world, tho', I hope, not for 
her remiſſion in the next, l 


In her laſt ſickneſs, ſhe deſired I would be 
with her as often as I could, —I was ſo, and 
tho' I was ſorry to find her diſtemper increaſed 
every day, fo as to have her life deſpaired of, 
yet I rejoyced to find her nobler part, her ſoul, 
in a more healthy diſpoſition than it had ever 
been, — She joined with me in prayers, and the 
moit grateful praiſes, to the Divine Being, for 
giving her this warning of her approaching fate; 
— conteſted to me, with tears of mingled ſhame 
and grief, many errors, which, till then, I was 
ignorant ſhe had _— guilty of ; but ever and 
anon cried out, I hate, — I deſpiſe myſelf for my 
paft follies : Yet, O my dear Lai, f (Eg I 
bs certain, that were I to recover from this ſickneſs, 
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I fhould not act them over again? know not jny 
own. heart, nor how far my preſent reſolution might 
be depended upon :— I think myſelf a ſincere peni- 
tent ;—but what! — O what, if I am deceived, 
will then become of me 


' PERCEIVING ſhe was ready to fall into de- 
ſpair, I comforted her the beſt I was able, and 
had the ſatisfactign to find her, at length, per- 
fectly compoſed, and truſting to Divine Mercy. 
She expired in my arms, and her laſt breath 
iſſued with a kind of angelic ſmile, — Farewel, 
dear Sehramia, my tears will permit me to add 
no more, than that I am, ſincerely, 

5 Yours, Sc. N 
EuszEIA. 


End of the TenTa Book? 
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EPISTLE cxx. 


From MIRA to AURELIA, concerning the manner 
in which fhe educates her daughter, and blaming 


upon her. 


her for laying ſomewhat of a tos great reſtraint 


l dear Aux ELI, | 
| MM FLATTER myſelf you are too 


well convinced of the ſincerity of 
my friendſhip, to imagine what I 
am about to fay is dictated by any 
ill-nature, or a deſire of finding 
ſomewhat to condemn in the conduct of thoſe 
for whom I profeſs a regard ; I ſhall therefore 
make no apology for telling you, that though 
in moſt things you come as near perfection as 
woman can do, yet in one you are guilty of an 

error, which may open a door to let in that very 


misfortune you are moſt careful to avoid. I . 


know vou to be kind and.ndulgent to thoſe over 
whom you have command ; — faithful to thoſe 
you call your friends; —a tender, affectionate 
wife, and make it your ſtudy to be the beſt of 
mothers.— But, alas! it is in this laſt article 
you fail: —You ſtart, — at an accuſation 


4 which 
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which may ſeem to you ſo unjuſt, —You will 
reply, that you have nothing to do with the 
education of your fon, and that you have early 
inſtructed your daughter in the principles of vir- 
tue and religion; — that you have given her all 
the accompliſhments becoming her ſex and rank, 
and have omitted nothing in your power for 
forming her mind, ſo as to know how to be- 
have well through every ſtage of life : —All this 
I grant;—and, moreover, that you keep a moſt 
vigilant eye over all her words and behaviour, 
ſo as to prevent her from having any knowledge 
of, or acquaintance with, the modiſh fopperies 
of the preſent age; and above all, that nothing 
which has the leaſt tendency to flattery ſhall ever 
reach her ears; and here it is I think you are 
in the wrong; not that I would encourage any 
thing that might raiſe the ſeeds of vanity, that 
bane to virtue, in a female heart; and were you 
certain of having it always in your power to 
deſend that of Corinna from it, ſhe would be 
bleſt indeed, and the caution you uſe in this 
point could never be too much extolled. — Bur, 
my dear Aurelia, conſider with yourſelf, how - 
almoſt impoſſible this is; —that, in ſpite of all 
your care, ſome accident may happen to lay her 
open to the ſnares which are always ſpread for 
innccence : — Some gay and ſelf-ſufficient cox- 
comb may find an opportunity of addreſſing her 
with all the rhetoric of pretended. paſſion 4 and 
ſuch diſcourſes being new to her, how can ſhe 
be prepared to anſwer as ſhe ought ! Believe 
me, when a young girl, who has never been 
treated otherwiſe than as ſhe really is made by 
nature, finds herſelf all at once erected into a 
goddeſs, ſhe is too apt, if not to imagine herſelf 
| ſuch, to think her worſhipper does fo; * ; 
| ole 
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thoſe more accuſtomed to be entertained with 
ſuch fooleries, treat them with the contempt they 
merit, and think no more of them when paſt. — 
For this reaſon, I cannot approve of a boarding- 
ſchool education for girls of condition ; —a con- 
vent is much better, provided they avoid the ſu- 
perſtitions of the place ; becauſe they are uſed 
to gallantry at the grate, from young gtntlemen 
who take pleaſure in entertaining the nns, and are 
no ſtrangers to the world when they come into 
it. —In a word, too much reſtraint. is as dan- 
gerous as too much liberty. Let, therefore, the 
young Corinna ſee ſomething of che humours of 
the town: — I am confident, the more ſhe is 
acquainted with what you ſo carefully hide from 
her, the more ber good ſenſe, and the excellent 
rudiments you have given her, will teach her to 
deſpiſe it. I have much to add on this ſubject, 
but company prevents me, and I muſt Jefer 
what I have farther to ſay till another opportu- 
nity; and, in the mean time, _ 


Dear Aurela, - E 
Yours, Sc. rigs "of 


EPISTLE CXXI. 


From EurhROSLNE 70 Min, with ſome "verſes 


| that lacy had [ered her ta En a copy . 5 


Dear — 3 
es every requeſt you vouchſafe to make; 
ought to have all the force of a com- 
* q, eſpecially. with me, I have never 
FED ceaſed teazing Ardella to permit me to 
tranſcribe! thoſe verſes you have exprelled a defire . 


e N K 5 of 
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1 hence to ſome lord's 3 garden led, 
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of ſeeing, and have at laſt obtained her leave, 
tho' they are cloſed with what ſhe thinks fo high 
a compliment to herſelf, that I could perceive her 
modeſty ſuffered a good deal in granting what 1 
aſked, — You have here encloſed a faithful copy, 
and I rejoyce in this, as I ſhall do in every op- 


portunity of teſtifying, that nothing can afford 


me ſo much pride and pleaſure, as the means of 
retaliating, tho' it be only in trifles, ſome of the 
gm and unnumbered. obligations your partial 


iendſhip has conferred upon me. — I have the 
honour to be, madam, 


Your ladyſhip's moſt devoted ſervant, 
| _ EUPHROSINE. 


A Porn, incloſed in the feregoing. 
THE 
„„ 4..-:$-1Q:- 
Inſcribed to the incomparable Ax DELLA. 


TRETCH'Don the graffy margin of a brook, 
8 N 1 fellowſhip my 1 par- 


ARinely idl idle, 1 repining lay, | 
G on the flood, and figh'd the fiream away. 


Wno knows, 1 cry'd, what courſe thou haſt 


to paſs, 


sweet ſtream ! that now creepꝰſt ſoftly thro? this 


raſs! 


How may ſt thou flow anon eas AAbenee; | 
Thy deep'ning channel fills ſome . fence,. 
 Hems in ſome farms, where homely ruſticks meet, 


And their fweet bread, prize of hard labour, eat ; 


Thou 


With inward 9 outward pride. 
6 
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Thou may thy vegetative influence ſpread, 


Where, as — fragrant beds, thy purlings ſlide, 


The grateful flow'rs ſhall kiſs em as they glide. 


Here, charm'd and ling'ring, thou may ſt wiſh 


to ita 


And hoarſely murm'ring roll, diſpleaſed, away. 


NexrT, may thy ſilver currents brightneſs die, 
And muddily ſome ſtagnate fen ſupply, . 


Where ſhadowy reeds in thy flow itreams ſhall 


ſhake, 


And floods fly trembling from the gloom they 


make. 
Frighted and glad to ſcape this horrid place, 
Thou may'ft wind ſhort, and new direct thy race 
Through verdant meads, o'erjoy'd may ſt dancing 


"LO, 
And catile ſip thy whirlpools as they flow. 


Grave Thames may next receive thy mix'd 
embrace, 

And fam'd Auguſta ſee thy ſullyd face: 
From her waſh' d foot thy — flood may ſtray, 
And in the ſwallowing ocean roll away: 
There, waſted ſtream, in wind- driv'n billows toſt, 
Thy oft-chang'd being ſhall be wholly loſt. 
Even fo, I cried, ſweet ſtream ! dies human life, 


Midſt endleſs changes, and in endleſs {trife, 
Glide with impatience thro unknown events, 
Till nature aſks repoſe, and death conſents. 


War then is ſuch a life ſo much deſir'd ? - 
By what purſuits is vain ambition fir'd ? 
Friendſhip is loſt on earth, love goes aſtray, 


And men, like beaſts, each on the other prey. 


Even the ſoft ſex their downy boſoms hide 
No:hinz 
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Nothing is now worth wiſhing for on earth, 


And death is grown a much leſs woe than birth, 


WII II thas I mus's, back roll'd th* aſto- 
niſh'd brook, 


The trees bow'd down, the earth beneath me 


ſhook | 


All heaven deſcended to the 1 owing ground, 


And radiant terror dazzling ſhone around! 

Blind with the ſtrong refulgence, fix'd I lay 
Buried in brightneſs, and o' erwhelm'd in day 
When, lo] a foundbroke out, —*Impatient youth, 
© Liſten, and mark the voice of ſacred truth / _ 
< I come, continu'd ſhe, to bring thee peace; 


To bid thy diffidence in friendſhip ceaſe. 
Again to reconcile thee to mankind, 


Ne wing g thy tranſports, and unclog 2 thy mind. 
© There lives a charmer, whom divinely fir'd, 
Even her whole ſex's virtues have infpir'd ; 


Where all that's manly, joins with all thats il * 


e ſweet, 
And in whoſe breaſt engroſs'd perfections meet: 
Her mind no conſcious pride of merit ſtains, 
© In her wide foul unſully'd vigour reigns, 
© Blind to her worth, ſhe feels not her own flame, 
Enriches merit, yet deſpiſes fame 


HasrE then, and meet her, as ſhe this way 
« ſtrays, 


© And thy own wonder ſhall out-ſpeak my praiſe, 


Tur del vaniſh'd to her native {kies, 
And th* uncover'd ſhade unbarr'd my eyes. 


T look'd, and lo | within the honour'd wood, 
Lovely Ardella hid in bay- leaves ſtood. 


tral. Aut her wonders to reveal, 
Were to deſcribe what I can only hel... 4 
| . Now 
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Now reconcil'd to the ſhunn'd world III live, 
Ardella, joys worth living for, can give. 
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EPISTLE . CXXIL 


From E0PHROSINE to CLARISMONDA, on hear- 
ing ſhe intended to take a voyage to Spain, 


Deareft CLARISMONDA, 


| T was with an infinity of ſurprize and 
grief, I heard from my brother, that 
=. on receipt of a letter from the conſul, 
N your uncle, you had reſolved on going 

to Spain. — This viſit, if you make it, I am cer- 
tain will not be a ſhort one; —if we are fo un- 
happy as to loſe you, it will be for a long time; 
perhaps, for ever. —Y ou may marry-there, or if 
not ſo, it is not to be doubted but that all manner 
of allurements will be prepared to engage your 
ſtay. I know you have many reaſons not to be 
in love with England; — that you have met with 


| ſome treatment unworthy of you, or of the cha- 


racter of thoſe from whom you received it; —but 
yet, my dear, I muſt tell you, that it is not 
quite juſt, that thoſe who love you, and are 
. friends, ſhould ſuffer for the faults 
of thoſe whom envy, or ignorance of your merit, 
have made your enemies. | Wot 
A POET of my acquaintance, and who is not 
altogether a ſtranger to you, happening to be 
with me when my brother brought in the un- 
welcome tidings, called immediately for pen and 
8 23 
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paper, and wrote, extempore, the following 


lines, which L cannot forbear communicating to 
you, tho? I had not his permiſſion. 


On the excellent Clariſmonda's intending a voyage 
to Spain, 


To Spain! forbid it heat n e no more 
To Beſs br 72 th tet abounding ſhore ! 
To fouls, hike thine, it can no pleaſure yield, 
To waſte 3 on the too fertile ſield; 
Since Spain, high-treaſured, graſps — olden welt, 
0 let thy Indies be by ink 1 | 


Bor I fear all he can write, or I dan ny, will 
be ineffectual to prevail, if you are indeed fo 
much reſolved, as my brother ſeems to think. — 
There is no way but one that I know of to de- 
-prive the Dons — v0. in our loſs, and that , 


is, deer ee you out of ſo cruel 
1 —.— he will — = _ no conſidera- 
 :tion whatever ought — prefer the good 
of any country to one's own, and tho how un- 
Juſtly ſoever we may have — treated by it, we 
are to bear every thing with patience, as a child 
from a parent, an 4 the filial duty owing 
from us, , to the land which gave us birth, can 
never be diſpenſed with :— t I will not go 
about to anticipate what ſhe can ſay ſo much 
better. I am no politician you know, and ſel- 
dom meddle with the affairs of ſtate; but I am 
ſo much an Engliſb woman, as not to | endure the 
' thoughtsof ry, or nor going out 
a our hands. 


| You ſee, as indolent as T ſeem, and really am, 
to moſt of the tranſitions of this world, I can be 


- 
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warm on ſome occaſions. There is a certain 
- public-ſpiritedneſs in my compoſition, which DA 
was not ſenſible of, all the know * of 
intentions awakened it in me, and | 
, delay one moment writing to you ſome part of 
my ſentiments, tho I expect to ſee you to- mor- 
row. hope nothing I have ſaid will hinder 
ou from coming, tho I will not promiſe I ſhall 
* able to entertain you with any other topic of 
coverſation. — I am, in the mean time, and 4 


ways, my ve e 
$a does ho, mo {obedient ſervant, 


wi 


Eurnnosixꝝ. f 
l 1 
) | | g 
EPISTLE CXXINL | | 
. From GLORIANA in the country, to LOYHARIO " 
in town, on heari fee. intended to take 4. journey, ( 
5 on purpoſe to viſit ; 
F 
| 5% 13 ; 
] YR AM extremely obliged: for the favour, \ 
; N 4. am ag you deſign me; but ſhould 
4 — 222 eat abuſe of your , G 
9 Po Ws — — — if I permitted you to take | 
4 the pains of ſo long a journey, wi 
b ing you before-hand of the reception you will 
1 meet with at the end of it. 5 
2 | | 
t In the firſt place, I muſt; let your 
know, that my ſiſter being juſt married, I have 
5 reſigned E eee to the uſe 
I of her and her huſband, and having taken it in- 


c to =7 head to ikudy plyloſophy, am retired ws 


> 


208 * EPISTLES- Book XI. 


a little cell, for I can call it no better, 1 
holds myſelf, and my books, and belongs to a 
tenant of mine, whoſe m-! is cloſe to it, 
where all my ſervants, except a girl who lies at 
my bed's foot, are lodged.— believe you never 
heard of a female hermit, nor even imagined 
there was ſuch a thing; yet, if you are not de- 
terred from coming by what TI have ſaid, and 
what I have {till to ſay, you will find the "truth | 
of it in me. —T have already given you to under- 
ſtand, that you are to wn 5 no better apart- 
ment "than ſuch as my tenant can accommodate 
you with, who, tho' he is a wealthy farmer, is 
quite a plain man, and infected with none of the 
modiſh ies which waſte great part of the 
ſubſtance of thoſe who live near to that ſource of 
deſtructive pride and vanity, London. You will 
be placed in a great wild room, without any other 
covering to the walls, than here and there an old 
family picture; and muſt be content to lie in a 
*bed, the canopy of which is a brown cloath, plen- 
tifully p inked by the moths, and ſupported by 
the 4 — of four large oaks, carved i in the ſhape 
of the iants in Guildball. 8 for your eating, 
c 500 5 find a table about three yards long, 
esd every day with beef, mutton, and ſome- 
times lamb, veal, poulry of ſeveral ſorts, with 
ons ot Rn and bag- puddings in 
Plenty but, for heaven's fake, do not let your 
-appetite wander towards ragouts, fricaſſees, craw- 
fſh ſoop, pi -patees, troufles, morelles, and 
thoſe autre quelque choſe, in the ſerving up of which 
your cock io much excells. The very names of 
theſe things would fright my honeſt farmer into 
, *exclamations:— French, nor indeed any fort of 
wine, you muſt not think of while you are here; 
* good October beer q — Map Are 
muc 


9 e * a. 


1 


— ee eee OW 9 1X 


= = 


i 


SO. ny bo fp 4 4 = & Fr ww. 08 


— 
wo 


DP G »» 


Fe1sT. cxxiii. for LADIES. 229 


much for your dinner. As to ſupper you will 
ſeldom be regaled with any thing beſides the 
remains of noon, except a fallad with vinegar 
and brown ſugar ; for oil is a prohibited com- 
modity in this houſe, — Then for your breakfaſt, 


which to have been regular I ſhould have be- 


gun with, but afraid to tell you, a large bow], 
or it may be, in reſpect to your quality, a white 
porringer, with a meſs of milk-pottage, or parley- 
broth with plumbs in it, will be preſented to 
you, poſſibly with encomiums, ſuch as —That 
ts good wholſome foed, and opens the ſtamach in a 


morning. 


Can then the nice, the elegant Lothario, take 
up with ſuch coarſe entertainment? — Can a wit 
ſo refined and delicate as yours deſcend to the 
converſation of an homely ruſtic ? Can you 
exchange the dear delights of Ranelagh and Vaus- 
hall, for plain arable and paſture? For, I aſſure 


you, no grounds are here waſted in pleaſure - 


gardens, wilderneſſes, or groves. Can you re- 
ſolve to retire to your chamber as ſoon as the ſun 
leaves our hemiſphere, as you either muſt do or 


ſit alone; and be waked at four in the morning, 
with the lowing of fourſcore cows, that come to 


be milked in the yard; — the guggling of turk 
cocks, the quackling of ducks in an adjacent 
pond, and the cawing of rooks, lodged in a row 
of hoſpitable old trees, juſt before your window ? 
If, I fay, you can bring yourſelf to be pleaſed, 
for a few weeks, with this manner of life, I 
dare aſſure you of a hearty welcome. If I ma 

judge of your anſwer by your uſual politeneſs, 
you will tell me you can ſubmit to all this, and 
much more for Gloriand's ſake. In cafe, there- 
fore, of ſuch a compliment, and ſuppoſing it 


ſincere, 


- 
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ſincere, I muſt further acquaint your lordſhip, 
that I ſhall not bear you company in any part of 
the entertainment I have deſcrib'd ; —that I never 
ſet my foot in the farm-houſe,but have ſuchof their 
proviſion as I make choice of, brought from 
_ thence by che girl who attends me, and is placed 
before me on a little three-legg'd ſtool, which 
juſt holds one plate, and a knife and fork. —You 
may, indeed, viſit me as often as you think pro- 
per, in my hut; but it muſt be on this condi- 
tion, that you never mention one word of love, 
antry, or politicks : — That all our diſcourſe 
turn on points of philoſophy. —In a word, 
you muſt forget all buſineſs, —forego all plea- 
ſures, throw off 3 all 8 re- 
lating to this world, and imagine yourſelf alrea- 
E inhabitant of ſome other of the celeſtial 
orbs; you ſhall conſult my globe, and chuſe 
which of them you like beſt, provided it be not 
that I have fixed upon for my own reſidence; 
becauſe if we fancied ourſelves both in one place, 
it would afford no room for deſcription, or ar- 
gument, on the beautics and conveniencies of the 
ſeveral climates. 


AnD now, my lord, having enumerated all 

- thoſe particulars concerning your reception here, 
-and ſtipulated on what terms you may be a wel- 
come gueſt, I ſhall have nothing wherewith to 
* Teproach myſelf, whether you perſiſt, or not, in 


your intention of * 2 
| ours, Oc. 


GLORIANA. 
P. S. I thank your lordſhip for the fine Euclid 
vou were ſo to ſend me by Thomas: — 


The tooling, the guilding of the cover is very 


Curious, 


Eis r. cxxiv. for LADIES. | 211 


curious, and the regiſter, as well as toſſels, 
ſhew the elegance of your fancy: It ſhines, 
among the other volumes, with a diſtingui 

luſtre, like Latharis himſelf, in the circle at 


St. Fames's ; yet, I aſſure you, I ſhould have 


been equally fond of it in a plain ruſſet bind 
ing. — See what a change the ſtudy of philoſo- 
pby has made in me. Adieu in 


| - % 
A oy is . 
: 
— F a N . - - 
8 . o - 2 
* — - * 


EPISTLE -CXXIV. 
[ In anfiver to the foregoing. ] 
| From LorHA RIO to GLORIANA, 


Madam 


on... 
X 


* nts | 
59% RECEIVED yours, and doubt not 
N 7 but you imagine, you have ſaid enough 
to keep a man of my humour at as 


7 =\4 


eat a diſtance as ble from the 
air of *, but you will find Lam able to give 


you greater proofs of my reſolution, than you 
did me the honour to expect from me. In ſpite of 
the terrible ideas you have taken pains to inſpire 
in me, concerning the way-in which I muſt live 
among thoſe people who ſeem to be of the true 
Gothic race, I am upon the wing to take my 
flight towards you. There is one of the. condi- 
tions on which I am to be allowed viſiting you, 
which at firſt, indeed, pretty much alarmed me: 
It ſeemed very hard, that one world might 
not be ſufficient to contain us both; but, on ſe- 


cond thoughts, Þ grew more eaſy on this ſcore ; 


choſe 
Venus 


for, as I am pretty certain, ;you have not 
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Venus for your dwelling, and I am at liberty to 
fix on any of thoſe you have rejected, I ſhall 
certainly make that pretty twinckler my home, 
and do not deſpair but to convince you there are 
ſo many charms to be found in it, as will pre- 
vail on you-to quit your own orb, and take re- 
fuge in mine. Imagination gives a ſpur to my 
impatience, and I ſhall give my horſes, which 
now are at the door, little reſpite till they bri 
me to *. "The moment I ſeal this, I mount: 
I fly to gain the happy opportunity of de- 
claring once more, in perſon, how much I am, 
The excellent Gloriand's,- 
3 _ Moſt devoted 
eve LoTHARI1o, 


 BPISTLE n. 
Frem AMADEA to MELISSA, defering ſhe would 
| excuſe her far nat complying with ber repeated in- 


_ witations of coming to viſit her at court. 


Dear MEeL1ssA, 140114 
AM extremely ſorry at finding myſelf 


Cy 


obliged to refuſe you any thing, more 
eſpecially in a requeſt, which, if it 


were not for ſome reaſons, would be 
both an honour, and pleaſure to me to comply 
with; — but I know not how it is, whether there 
is ſomewhat in that air you at preſent breathe, 
| "that has the power of changing the very natures 
of all who live in it, to the reverſe of what they 

were before; or, that you think yourſelf under 

an abſolute neceſſity of conforming to the rules i 
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T 
U 
c 
} 
\ 
t 
0 

9 
6 
| 
q 


Erisr. cxxv. r LADIES. 223 


behaviour practiſed by thoſe you are among; 
bur, certain it is, you are not the ſame Meliſſa 
there, as when I had the happineſs of being firſt 
acquainted with you, or as you {till appear when 
I am fo fortunate as to find you at Mira's, Eu- 
ſebia's, Sophrania's, or ſome other of our com- 
mon friends. £417 | 


BELIEVE me, my dear MHeliſa, I ſhould al- 
ways rejoice. in every opportunity of waiting on 
you, could 1 flatter myſelf with finding you 
alone, or with any other company than ſuch as 
my ſerious turn of mind will, by no means, 
permit me to be eaſy in. Indeed I cannot bear 
to ſee perſons, eminent for their birth and ſta- 
tions, not only forget what is becoming their 
rank, but alſo degenerate from the dignity . of 
the human nature, to put on that of an animal, 
E forbear to mention; and of ſuch there are, 
alas | but too great a number of both ſexes, 


Ix the only viſit I made you ſince your pro- 
motion, as you are pleaſed to call it, heavens ! 
how my ears were deafened with the inceſſant 
clamour of yociferous tongues ? There were no 
hearers, for all were ſpeakers; and the con- 
verſation, if it can be called ſuch, ſeemed neither 
to be dictated by the heart, nor brain: No 


deſign indicated, no argument attempted, but 


words, — mere words alone, which chance threw 
out, The only intelligible thing I heard was 
from a fop, all covered over with bugles and 
embroidery, who cried, I hat hail we do to kill. 
time to-night ® i 


"4 
O Meliſſa ! that phraſe of killing time, com- 
mon as it is, to me ſounds dreadful ; — It amazes 
| me 


who is, with the ſincereſt 
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me to find, that any reaſonable being can want 
to waſte, and deſtroy, the ſupreme bleſſing al- 
lowed us by indulgent heaven: — A bleſſing, 
which when once deprived of, we can enjoy no 
more. e | 


I Do not think you can ſo far forget the as" 


cellent education you have had under the beſt of 


parents and inſtructors, and, at the ſame time, 
. forfeit that fine underſtanding you have received 


from nature, and for which you are ſo juſtly ce- 
lebrated, as to be really pleaſed with the modes 
and manners of- thoſe you are obliged to con- 
verſe with.— No; you only affect to be eaſy 
with what it is not in your power to reform ; 
you will not, therefore, wonder, that I, who, 
thank heaven, am entirely free from all neceſ- 


ſity of putting myſelf under any conſtraint, and 


dare. make uſe of the reaſon which God has 
given me, ſhould avoid mingling with perſons, 
who ſeem to be aſhamed of having the leaſt 
ſhare of it. | 


Sophronia writes me word, in her laſt let- 
ter, that ſhe expects you will paſs ſome days 
with her at her country feat: — If fo, I ſhall do 
myſelf the favour of joining you there, _ even 
of accompanying you in your journey, if you 
will let me 5 day. "I — will ſteal 
one moment, tho' it be from ſleep, to aſſure me 
I have not offended beyond a pardon, and that 
you have ſtill ſome remains of kindneſs for her, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
_AMADEA., 


* 
EPISTLE 


regard, dear Meliſſa, 


EPI 


T 
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From BELLIZA in tron, 4% Henmione in the 
country, with the account of an intrigue of a very 


particular nature, which ſhe was 2 made 
acquainted with, 


Dear HERMIONE, | 
KNOW very well, "that to you, 


who live in the country, an erer, 
of every little accident that ha 

in London is an agreeable * ; 
I am therefore glad fortune has put it in my 
power to give you an entertainment of this kind, 
by the detail of -an adventure, which has in it 
ſomewhat more than ordinanly particular. 


C 


SOME repairs, that were wanting in my houſe, 
obliged me to go out of it, in order to avoid the 
noiſe and dirt of the workmen : I took a lodg- 
ing in the ſame ſtreet, which I was recommended 
to by a. friend, and where I am as well accom- 


modated as I can deſire, or could 9 


Tux third day after I came here, 3 
to walk into the garden for a little air, I ſaw, 
at ſome diſtance from me, a young lady in a 
looſe diſhabille, endeavouring to climb up a 
little wall at the - ma; of the terraſs:— The 
ruſtling of my boy as „ made her turn 
her head; 5 ht of me ſhe quitted her deſign, 
and ran with i the ſpeed i * aginable into the 
* I was a little — and the * 

3 
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fo, as I had been told there were no lodgers in 
the houſe, except myſelf and ſervants ; and that 
the whole family, before my coming, conſiſted 
only of a gentleman, who is an eccleſiaſtic, his 
neice, and one maid ſervant. Having no com- 
pany that evening, I aſked the neice to drink 
tea with me: As we were diſcourſing on ordi- 
nary affairs, I told her what I had ſeen, and 
aſked, more thro' chance, than any great cu- 
riolity, who that young lady was? — I had ſcarce 
finiſhed my demand, when the perſon, to whom 
I made it, ſet down her diſh of tea, begged my 
pardon, and flew out of the room with the ut- 
moſt precipitation. — She was not above a mi- 
nute abſent, and on her return, after ſaying 
many handſome things, in excule for her abrupt 
behaviour, gave me the following little hiſtory 
as the motive of it, 


„Tur young lady, ſaid ſhe, whom you 

ſaw in the garden, is the daughter of a particu- 
lar friend of my uncle's : —She has been bred in 
the molt ſtricteſt principles of virtue and religion, 
and was, with the conſent of her parents, ad- 
dreſſed to for marriage, by a perſon who could 
nat but be looked upon as a ſuitable match for 
her. —As her young heart had hitherto been un- 
aftected either with the joys, or pains of love, 
fo likewiſe ſhe had no averſion to her lover: She 
received him as the man ordained by heaven, 
and thoſe who, under heaven, had the diſpoſal 
of her, to be her huſband ;—her carriage to- 
wards him was perfectly modeſt, yet ſa obliging, 
that he had all the reaton in the world to flatter 
himſelf with having made ſome impreſſion on her 
heart. After a courtſhip of about four months, 
in all which time ſhe gave him room to hope he 
ES | every 
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every day gained ground in her affeQion, the 


wedding morning was fixed. Never was there 
- 4 promiſe of a more happy pair, and doubtleſs 
would have been fo, if an unforeſeen and moſt 
unlucky accident had not intervened, to blaſt 

their mutual good, and damp the torch of Hy- 
men, ere it was fully lighted, | 


« Tris young creature, whom I ſhall call 
Magdalena, happened to be acquainted with a 
lady, who has the moſt tender intercourſe with 
a certain baronet, well known to the polite 
world. — The eve before the day appointed for 
her marriage, ſhe caſually met him at the apart- 
ment of his miſtreſs:— They had never ſeen 
each other before, and fatal was the interview to 
the peace of both.— Love, to whoſe effects, 

till now, ſhe had been a ſtranger, ruſhed all at 
once on her m ſoul, and ſeized on all 
its faculties, — His roving heart, ſuſceptible of 
every new attraction, could not behold her 
iprightly charms without wiſhing to become the 
poſſeſſor of them: —What he once deſires, he 
never fails attempting to accompliſh :— He ſaid 
many ſoft things to her, even in the preſence of 
her who had been, for ſeveral years, the reign- 
ing object of his paſſion. — Night coming on, 
and ſhe being obliged to take leave, he would 
needs conduct her home in his chariot, which 
had been, all this time, waiting at the door. 


«. HAvixG found, before their coming out, 
that ſhe was, to be married the next morning, 


he thought no time was to be loſt in the proſe- 


cution of his deſign, and taking her by the hand, 


which he ſtrenuouſly preſſed between both his, 


What, ſaid he, is all this heaven of beauty to be 


Vor, IL, — 0 | diſpoſed 
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aiſpoſed to- marrow ? — Have I ſeen you only to be 
rendered the moſt miſerable of mankind? — She was 


ſurprized, but far from being offended at hearing 


him ſpeak in this manner, and not knowing 


well what anſwer to make, kept entirely ſilent, 


till he aſked her the name and quality of the 
happy perſon who was to be her huſband; on 
which ſhe immediately replied, that the man 
whom her parents had decreed for her, was 
called Cladius, and that be was an eminent 
tradeſman. — How! cried the baronet, diſdain- 


fully, muft charms, which would enrich the bed if 


the firfl monarch upon earth, be prophaned by the 
touch of a little fervile mechanic? — Forbid it all 
that's noble — It cannot jure be the ect of your 
own chice — A ſerm, like yours, muſt have a ſoul 


more delicate — Say, moft adorable Magdalena, 
can you love a man, who, by his occupation, if no 
otherwiſe, is ſo unworthy of you ? — To which ſhe 


anſwered, with a ſigh, that ſhe had never aſked 


herſelf the queſtion, but muſt obey her parents: 


By this time they were got almoſt to her father's 
door, which he perceiving, and not willing to 
part with her, till he had known more of her 
fentiments on this head, ordered his coachman 


to drive ſlowly round a great ſquare, adjacent to 


the ſtreet where ſhe lived. 


« SHE either wanted artifice, or had not the 
power of concealing from him the pleaſure ſhe 
took in the tender preſſures he frequently gave, 
not only to her hands, but unreſiſting lips :— He 


found the conqueſt he had gained, and nothing 
is more ſtrange, than that he did not compleat 
his victory, by ſeizing on the laſt triumph ſhe 


could yield, He contented himſelf, however, 
with obtaining her promiſe of meeting him the 
| | | very 


ty 
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ry firſt firſt moment ſhe could get out after het 
3 which, ſhe told him, it was utteriy 
impoſhble for her either to defer, or wholly to 
break off: — After mutually interchanging kiſſes 
and embraces, they parted. —He exulting in 
the aſſurance of being A 1 in the poſſeſſion of 
charms, which his preſent inclination repreſented 
to him as ſuperior to thoſe of any other woman 
he knew ; —ſhe full of perplexed imaginations, 
yet 3 tranſports no way conformable to 
the duty ſhe was about to vow before the altar. 


„ IN ſpite of the excuſes ſhe makes, con- 
tinued my *obli 175 informer, the world, in my 
opinion, would have judged leſs ſeverely of her 

5 — 9 if ſne had gone directly away with the 
baronet, and never married Clodius, rather 
than have prophaned the ſacred ceremony, and 
made an innocent man, who truly loved her, 
the dupe of her infamous intentions. — I have al- 
ready told you, that this unhappy perſon had al- 
ways been indifferent to her; but time, and the 
exceſhve tenderneſs with which he regards her, 
might have inſpired ſome ſhare of it in her ; but 
the ſtrong paſſion ſhe had entertained in favour 
of another, rendered him now deteſtable in her 
eyes. — She went with him to the holy temple, 
—gave him her hand, —was made his bride, 
but, —would you believe i it, a reſolved 
never to be his wife.“ 


PERCEIVIN CG I looked in a Enge conſter⸗ 
nation at theſe words, as not being able to com- 
prehend the meaning of them, ſhe ſmiled, and 
told me, that what ſhe had ſaid might very well 
ſurprize me; — that ſhe expected no lefs, but 
would ſoon explain the ænigma, if I would give 
her leave to go on with ” tedious a AMES 

2 
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I aflured her I was impatient for the cataſtrophe 
of an adventure, which ſcemed to be of a pretiy 
extraordinary kind ; — on which ſhe refumed her 
- diſcourſe in theſe, or the like terms: 


* STRANGE is it, purſued ſhe, that ſo young 
a creature, not yet nineteen, could have the 
courage and the addreis to impoſe upon a man, 
whom ſhe had made her huſband, in the manner 
ſhe now did; — but love had taught her ſubtilty, 
and having determined to preſerve herſelf entire 
ſor her dear baronet, had recourſe to a ſtratagem, 
which I ſhould never have given credit to, if the 
account ſhe has ſince given of it, had not been 
confirmed by the repeated afleverations of Clodius 
himſelf. 


Ir was in the beginning of Advent, that 
theſe ill-ſtarr'd nuptials were celebrated, if I 
may properly ſay celebrated, where conſumma- 
tion is wanting. — You ſtart again, madam, yet 
ſo it is. — Feigning an exceſs of devotion, the 
entreated he would not inſiſt on the rights of mar- 
riage, till thoſe holy weeks were paſt. As he 
knew ſhe had ſpent ſome years of her life in a 
convent, he imagined ſhe had imbibed ſome of 
thoſe ſuperſtitions, generally imputed to receſſes 
of that ſort; but as reſpect is always the com- 
panion of a pure and ſincere affection, he com- 
plyed with her requeſt, how much averſe ſoever 
his inclinations were to it. 2 — 0 


« WHILE Advent laſted, ſhe every day went 
abroad, under pretence of viſiting the churches; 
but, in reality, to meet her baronet, whom, the 
very next day after her marriage, ſhe had adver- 
tiicd by a billet where, and at what hour, he 
ſhould find her. | « WHAT 
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War liberties he took, or what condeſ- 
cenſions ſhe made him, heaven, and themſelves; 
only know; but, without being very cenſorious, 
one may gueſs ſhe did not paſs her days with him, 
as ſhe had done her nights with Cladius. 


Advent at laſt was over, to the great joy 
of the impatient bridegroom ; but how cruel was 
his diſappointment, when inſtead of returning 
the careſſes he was about to give her on this oc- 
caſion, ſhe burſt into tears! —confeſſed to him, 
that what ſhe had told him concerning Advent, 
was the leaſt part of the motive, which had ob- 
liged her to refuſe to him the obedience of a wife; 
and, that ſhe had in reality made a ſolemn vow 
to the bleſſed mother of our Saviour, to remain a 
virgin for the ſpace of ſeven weeks after her mar- 
riage, whenever it ſhould happen. 


« Clodius, you may be ſure, was not well 
pleaſed, yet had too much religion to compel her 
to the breach of an oath, and lay every night by 
her ſide as chaſte, though leſs contented, than 
the veſtals, whom, ſhe pretended, had inſpired 
her with a reſolution to devote the firſt weeks 


of her marriage to piety and en acts 
Ones 


Six of the ſeven weeks ſhe feigned to 
keep ſo ſacred, were now elapſed, in all which 
time the honeſt heart of Clodius had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of the deception ſhe had put upon him: 
Whether her prolific brain had any thing in 
ſtore, yet farther to beguile him, is uncertain, 
the time was come when the frauds ſhe had al- 
ready practiſed were to be laid open, and a ſtop 
put to any future attempts by her of that nature. 

L 3 „ Fulvia, 
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fHFulvia, for by that name the miſtreſs of the 
baronet is diſtinguiſhed, had reaſon to gueſs, by 
ſome late marks of coldneſs ſhe had obſerved in 
him, that he was in chaſe of a new object; and 
having taken this into her head, ſoon diſcovered 
both who her rival was, and the place where 
they met; for, as the poct ſays, 


l bat can eſcape a jealous woman's knowledge? 


« DovsLy enraged at the inconſtancy of her 
lover, and the baſcneſs of a woman whom ſhe 
had made her confidante, ſhe flew directly to the 
huſband and the mother of Magdalena, related ail 


the knew, and to aggravate their reſentment 


againſt her rival, told them a true and molt pity- 
moving ſtory, how the baronet, in a far country, 
had found the means, in her extreme youth, to 
ſeduce, and bring her from her friends ; ſhewed 
them a fine boy ſhe had by him, and added, 
that her whole dependance, and that of her 
child, was on his honour, which ſhe knew not 
how far the inſinuations of Magdalena might 
prevail on him to forſeit. 


„ HayPPlLY for MHagdalena, her ſather was 
out of town, when this intelligence was brought: 
He is a man ſtrictly tenacious of the honour of 
his family, and I know not how far the firſt 
emotions of his rage might have tranſported him, 


on the diſcovery of a thing of this nature; but 


the mother was of a more mild, and conſidera- 
tive diſpoſition; and the huſband, whom one 
would have expected to have immediately taken 
fire, behaved with a coldneſs ſcarce to be cre- 
dited, — The truth is, the love he had for his 
tranſgreſſing wife made him fatter himſelf, _ 

3 £7 e 
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the whole ſtory was no more than a meer ſuſ- 
picion, raiſed by jealouſy in the mind of Fuluia. 
It was, however, agreed upon by them, thatno 

notice thould be taken to Magdalena of what they 
had heard ; but that a ſpy ſhould be ſent after her 
wherever ſhe went, in order that the truth might 
be brought to light. 


« THE beta, who was employed on this er- 
rand, ſoon brought word, that he ſaw her take a 
chair at the end of the ſiroee: which he followed 
till it carried her into a coffee-houſe of no good 
fame, 


ha Clodius went directly where his emiſary had 
informed him ſhe had entered, and aſked 4 her 
by her name; but the people of the houſe de- 
nied they knew any fuch perſon, and he having 
no warrant, or proper officers with him to ſearch 
the houſe, was obliged to return as he had come, 


«© Mag alma and the bardnet were imme- 
diately told who had been there, on which they 
judge it neceſſary to ſeparate, leſt he ſhould 
come back with an authority, and find them to- 
S 


« Magdalena having reaſon to believe ſome 
accident had betrayed her, caſt about in her 
mind how ſhe ſhould wave off the certainty of 
what, ſhe flattered herſelf, was no more than a 
ſuſpicion. — The baronet had, that morning, 
given her a purſe of guineas, and a fine ſeal, 
which, ſhe conſidered, if found upon her, might 
be a kind of proof againſt her.—In the hurry of 
ſpirits, which this turn in her affairs had occa- 
e ſhe could think of nobody but me to en- 


LY truſt 
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truſt it with,; but finding neither myſelf, nor 
uncle at home, the left it with the maid, defiring 
ſhe would keep it ſafe, and ſecret, till ſhe ſaw 
her again. 


« My uncle happened that very morning to 


call upon her mother, who, as ſhe concealed 


nothing from him, related to him, in a flood 
of tears, the ill conduct of her daughter, having 
been juſt informed in this latter part of it, by the 
almoſt diſtracted Clodius. 


Magdalena, in the mean time, depend- 
ing on the good- nature of her huſband, had 
the courage to go home, and denied every thing 
be taxed her of, with an unparalell'd aſſurance, 
even tho” he confronted her with the very man, 


who had ſeen her go out of the chair into that 


houſe her huſband mentioned. 


« ON my uncle's talking to me ſomewhat of 
this affair before our ſervant, ſhe preſently told 
us of the purſe and ſeal Magdalena had depoſited 
in her hands ; which ſerving as a confirmation 
of their guilt, my uncle bid the maid deliver up 
tq him, thinking it proper the huſband ſhould be 
conſulted on this paſſage.— Some buſineſs of im- 
portance, however, preventing him from ſending 
to Clodius the ſame day, I muſt return to that 
unhappy man, and tel] you in what manner his 
eaſy faith was yet once more impoſed upon by 
the deceitful Magdalena. , 


* ALL the artifices, known by the moſt wiley 
of her ſex, were now put in practice by her, in 
order to ſtagger his belief, as to what was told 
him, concerning her going to the coffee-houle : 


. . : 
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Tears, ſighs, and feigned tenderneſs, were 


all employed; —ſhe even fell at his feet, con- 


jured him to think her innocent, and had the 


prophaneneſs to appeal to heaven that ſhe was ſo. 


«© NEVER was poor man divided in bis ſenti- 


ments like Clodius :— The perſon he ſent to fol- 
low her was one he could depend upon: He 


{till perſiſted in his accuſation : She, on the 


other hand, was as obſtinate in her defence. It 


is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that a huſ- 
band who loved, as Clodius did, ſhould rather 
be inclined to believe what he wiſhed, than what 


he feared : —His reaſon,  notwithitanding, was 
not wholly laid aſleep by her enchantments ; he. 
would not leave her the whole day, nor ſuffer 


her to go abroad: — They dined, —they drank 


tea, - they ſupped, - they went to%ed together, 
V neither of them had much ſleep: The diffe- 


rent agitations of their minds kept both equally 


awake. You ſeem troubled, my dear, ſaid ſhe, but 


the time will ſhortly come, when you will have a con- 
vincing proof, that I never have been another s; and 
my whole future coudut? ſhall b one continued teſti - 
mony, that I can be but yours alone. — Theſe words, 
accompanied with a tender preſſure of his hand, 
ſo tranſported him, that he was ready to curſe 
himſelf for having ſuſpected her virtue.—They. 
paſſed their hours in mutual proteſtations of at- 
fection, till the morning was pretty far advanced, 
then pretending herſelf a little diſordered," ſhe 
aroſe, and ſaid ſhe muſt go into the garden for 
air; but would come to bed again: She threw 


on only a looſe Irs geo and petticoat, as he 
ad the addreſs. to get from 


thought; but ſhe h 
behind the curtain her hoop, capuchin, and 
bonnet, which ſhe put on in the next room, and 
| EIT 171A | _ 
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went directly out of the houſe — He waited ſome - 


time for her return; but, finding ſhe came not, 
the bell, and having aſked a maid ſervant, 

who inſtantly came up, where her miſtreſs was, 
the girl anſwered, that ſhe ſaw. her go out at 


the ſtreet door, about three or tour minutes 


before, 
* 6 Clodius ſeemed now indeed entirely bereft of 


his ſenſes; he jumped out of bed, ran with his 


cloaths half on into the ſtreet, enquiring of every 
one he met, if they had ſeen his wife. —None 
being able to inform him, he went to her mo- 
ther, and alarmed that good woman with this 
ſecond matter of complaint. Where Magda- 
lena was, during this time, ſhe has not yet 


thought fit to confeſs ; but ſhe ſent a chairman 


to our maid, deſiting ſhe would return by him 
the purſe and ſeal ſhe had left in her hands the 
day before: My uncle and 1 were then at break- 
fait. She aſked us what anſwer ſhe ſhould ſend 
to Magdalena; on which my uncle bid her ſay, 
ſhe would deliver nothing till ſhe came herſelf. — 


The fellow was no ſooner gone than we ſent for 


Clodius, who happily was found as he was com- 
ing from her mother's: We told him of the 


confidence his wife repoſed in our maid, and gave 


him the things ſhe had entruſted with her. 


„WI we were diſcourſing on this affair, 
Aa dalena herſelf knocked at the door: We 
faw her from the window, and ordered the maid 
to take her down into the kitchen, under pre- 
tence of reſtoring her the things with more pri- 


vacy.—As ſoon as the door was ſhut, we all ran 


down. — It would be too tedious to repeat the 
Juſt reproaches made by the deſparing Chiu 


1 
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ſhall only ſay, that finding herſelf detected paſt 


all poſſibility of excuſe, ſhe threw off diſkmula-. 
tion, avowed the hatred ſhe had for him, and 


declared no arguments, or force, ſhould ever 
make her live with him as a wife. Death, 


cried ſhe, is not more deteſtable than the thoughts of 


your embraces, 


* ALL that could be urged being in vain, 
Clodius entreated my uncle would confine her in 


our houſe, till he could reſolve in what manner 


to diſpoſe of her. 


2 > 40 5 | 
TRE room he made choice of for her pri- 


ſon, is a back chamber up two pair of ſtairs, the 
key of which I have ever ſince kept myſelf. By 
what means ſhe got the lock open, I have not 
yet found out; but had not your ladyſhip's unex- 
pected preſence ſo luckily prevented it, ſhe had, 
doubtleſs, by this time, eſcaped our vigilance.” 


HERE the gentlewoman conduded her ſtory, 
which, I hope, will ſeem no more tedious to you, 


than it did to me. Tis highly 3" 9p the ad- 


venture will not end here, and that my next 
may bring you ſomething farther concerning it. 
I am, in the mean time, 


My dear Hermione, 
Tours, Oc. 


BELLIZA, 
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EPISTLE CXXVII. 

From ALinDA to CEL1A, on falſe delicacy in mat- 
ters 70 laue. Occaſioned by that lady's having cen- 
ſured ber for confeſſing an affettion for à man, to 

'. whom ſhe was to be married in a few days. 
$#&Yy OTHING ever ſurprized me ſo much, 
as to hear that my conduct, which, 
thank heaven, has always eſcaped the 
| tongue of malice, ſhould, at laſt, be 
cenſured with ſuch cruelty in all companies, by 
a friend; who, in cafe of any attack that way, I 
ſhould have expected would have defended it : — 
But, it ſeems, I am now unworthy the regard 
of Celia, — that I have forfeited all pretenſions to 
her love, or eſteem. —And why? becauſe I have 
not been aſhamed to, confeſs an affection for a 
man of ſenſe and honour ; and to whom, with 
my parents approbation, Iam, in a few days, to 
be united by the moſt ſacred and indifſoluble 


bonds Na; —- but you ſay, I ought to feem 


averſe, — pretend I was forced into marriage b: 

my father's poſitive command, or, at leaſt, that 
it was meerly in compaſſion to the ſufferings of 
my lover, and to fave his life, that I had let my- 
ſelf be prevailed on to give him my hand; that 
to own an inclination for him had any ſhare in 
my conſent, is monſtrous ! — abominable ! —a 
piece of impudence, which you are amazed I 
could be guilty of. Indeed, Celia, theſe are 
very hard words, yet they do not make me bluſh, 
either with ume or anger; I rather contemn 
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them as . delicacy, I will not 
lay of a falſe mad:/ly ; tho ſome, perhaps, who 
hear you talk in this manner, may have the ill- 


nature to aſcribe it to that motive. 8 


Fox my part, I always thought, nor can be 
eaſily brought to change my opinion in this point, 
that the moſt tender love and friendſhip ought 
to precede the marriage rites z—that both par- 
ties ſhould be, as much as poſſible, acquainted 
with each other's hearts; and all ſuſpicion of 
indifference on either fide entirely removed. 
What idea can a man have of future happineſs, 
with a woman, who, while he is preparing to 
lead her to the altar, affects an inſenſibility either 
of his love, or merits? And how aukwardly 
will that ſoft compliance, which is the duty of a 
wife, {it on her, who, till ſhe became ſo, has 
accuſtomed herſelf to treat him, who is now her 
huſband, only with coldneſs and diſdain? 


Id the beginning of courtſhip, I confeſs, a 
woman can ſcarcely be too much reſerved. — 
Whatever inclination ſhe finds riſing in her 
heart ſhould be carefully reſtrained from breaking 
out in any word or action, which might convert 
his hope of gaining her into an aſſurance of doing 
ſo.—Many men are falſe and wavering, —* Ts 
perſeverance tries ſincerity; but where a long 
ſeries of unqueſtionable proofs have convinced 
her of his worth, and ſhe is determined to 
give herſelf to him, it is both ungenerous and 
impolitic to conceal from him the motives. on 
which ſhe yields. 1 


IxxEw a lady once, who was courted by a 
gentleman every way deſerving of her, and,who 
R | ; hp ; | V 


oved 
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loved her with a moſt perfect tenderneſs :—She 
had, atleaſt, an equal degree for him ; but con- 
cealed it under airs ſo coquette and ſkittiſh, that, 
deſpairing of. ever bringing her to a ſettled reſo- 
lution, he quitted her, and ſought a cure for his 
hopeleſs paſſion in abſence. — She raved at his 
inconſtancy ; but every one elſe approved of his 
conduct : And to her other mortifications ſhe 
had that added, of being wholly unpitied. 


LET this example, Celia, be a warning to 
you. — think no loſs more great than that of a 
deſerving lover, and ſhall never riſque my future 
happineſs, for the fake of a ſhort-liv'd triumph 
over a heurt, I think, devoted to me. — Fare- 
well. —You will, one time or other, I hope, be 
convinced of your etror in this point, and ac- 
3 the injuſtice you have been guilty of, 

Leun &c. 


ALINDA, 
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EPISTLE Cxxvm. 
1 THEOPHILA to à lady, whoſe only ſon, a 


= great hopes, lay at the point of death ; 
4 her to patience and . to the 
* Divine Will, under this and every other ic. 


Sr is not chat 1 wiſer at, or con- 
* demn, your juſt ſenſe of the loſs you 


1 are too likely to ſuſtain; but becauſe 
e a calamity, ſuch as yours, requires 
every help a thr be applied, that I _— 
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liberty of offering my advice.—1 know no wo- 
man has more fortitude than yourſelf ; but, alas ! 
human courage of itſelf is not ſufficient :—You 
muſt fly to the Eternal Source of all conſolation, 
tis in Him alone you can find relief, — Your fon 
yet lives, 'and while he continues to do fo, lay 
him on the altar chearfully with Abraham; re- 
ſign him to that fate which ſeems decreed for 
him, and who knows but heaven may avert the 
impending blow, and bid him live, to recom- 
pence his mother's piety. Keep ever in your 
mind this memorable ſaying of Mr. Pope, that, 


Tn ſpite of pride, in erring reaſon's ſhite, 
— is clear, — 5s right. 


So that whether your ſon lives, or dies, the Su- 
preme and All-wiſe Director of his fate does it 
for the beſt, both for him and you. — Let not 

n the flattering expectations, which his near 
approaching maturity afforded you, dwell upon 
your mind: Think not how happy you ſhould 
have been, to have ſeen him riſe to all thoſe 
honours, and that applauſe, which virtue and 
benevolence will extort, even in the moſt vicious 
and corrupt age: —Rather reflect, that if he is 
thus early called, it is to receive more 
ſubſtantial than any this 22 can gives 


h 


Heav'n 45 na full | 
— him as its own... 


B aſſured, dear madam, anni 
tunes religion is our only refuge : If we truly 


love God, he will either remove the cauſes of 


our 3 or enable us to ſuſtain — rig 
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ſuch a manner, as ſhall moreendear us to him; 
and I know not whether there is any one virtue 
more acceptable in the eyes of heaven, than the 
well-bearing of afflictions. 


a Lr not then, I beſeech you, an immoderate 


grief overwhelm all thoſe conſiderations, which 


are the duty not only of every chriſtian, but alſo 
of every rational being of what perſuaſion, in 
matters of faith, ſoever they may be. And it is 
a truth, which cannot be denied, that there 
have been ſome heathens who, in the point I am 
ſpeaking of, have left us examples worthy of 
imitation. Not that I would have you a ſtoic : 
To pretend an inſenſibility of pain under the di- 
ſtreſſes of mind or body, was the affectation of 
that philoſophy. No; I would have you feel 
every affliction in a proper degree, but let not 
impatience and a fruitleſs perſeverance embitter 


all your other comforts in life, and harden your 


| heart againſt the wiſdom of Divine Providence 
from whom only it could proceed. 


- Icannor forbear, however, obſerving, that 
while I am recommending reſignation, there is 


a ſort of it, which has only the ſhew of virtue, 


but, in reality, is far from being ſuch. —I mean 
that of relinquiſhing merely becauſe we know 


it is in vain to contend with Providence, This. 


enforced, —this ſullen reſignation, has in it a 
great mixture, both of ſelf- love and oſtentation, 
and cannot be any way acceptable to the Deity. 
— Thoſe who practiſe it, I am apt to imagine, 
reaſon with themſelves in this manner: To grieve 


for what I cannot remeay, would only hurt my con- 


As and, if I af pear unaffetied, the world 


applaud my fortitude. _ 
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To bring ourſelves to that frame of mind, 
which can alone diſpoſe us to ſuch a reſignation, 
as I could wiſh to ſee in ever one, we muſt be 
convinced of the infinite love God has for man- 
kind; — the innumerable inſtances which every 
hour preſents us with, of his care over us; and 
always keep in memory, that we are indebted to 
him for bleſſings ſuperior far to any he deprives 
us of: Immortality the means of grace] and 
the hope of everlaſting glory ! —Theſe reflections 
will certainly render his chaſtiſements welcome 
to us, as they are never inflicted, but either to 


reform our errors, or improve our virtues. 'Theſe 


are remonſtrances, which, I hope, you have no 
occaſion for, even in this, the ſevereſt trial you 
can undergo; yet will ſerve to ſhew with how 
ſincere a regard J have the honour to be, madam 

8 * moſt humble ſervant, | 
THEOPHILA, 


EP ITT LECRAY 


From ORyYTHIA to CELEMENA, acquainting 
her, that ſhe was much leſs happy than the world 
imagined, and deſiring her advice how fo A 


fo as to be more eaſy. 


Dear CELEMENA, 


COS OW imperfect is all Iman * 


of bliſs without alloy !— The moſt 
WO exquiſite ſweets of life are mingled 


with a bis which leaves a gall upon the 
—_ yet ought we not to repine at Providence, 
or pretend heaven deals its bleſſings with a nig- 


gard 


neſs bow deceitful our expectations 


—— — ——̃ p — — — — * — — 
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gard hand. — No; — tis our own 'humours, — 
our own empoifoned natures, that will not ſuffer 
us to reliſh, as we ought, the felicities we enjoy, 


Vo will. be ſurprized at this from me, and 
indeed may very well be ſo, as every one, that 
knows me, looks on me as the moſt fortunate 
woman in the world. —A few weeks paſt J 


thought myſelf fo. —It was but the fecond of 


laſt month, which gave me to my dear Bell- 
garde You accompanied us to the altar, and 
were witneſs of that perfect contentment which 
fat on both our faces. — O, had it continued, 
we had been bleſt indeed] For the firſt four or 
five days, after our marriage, you know we ſaw 
no company, except yourlelf, and two or three 
near relations; but afterwards all our acquaint- 
ance had invitations, and ſince then we were 
{ſcarce ever alone, but in thoſe hours ordained 
by nature for repoſe. — The ſatisfaction of my 
heart diffuſed itſelf through my whole behaviour, 
and added to that ſprightlineſs and vivacity, 
which was always natural to me. Bellgarde alio 
appeared extremely chearful in company; but I 
eould not forbear taking notice, that when we 
were alone, all his endeavours could not con- 
ceal a certain gloomineſs of ſoul which gave me 
ſome alarms. — Perceiving it every day increaſcd, 
I aſked him ſome tender queſtions, which the 
ſincere affection I have for him ſuggeſted, con- 
cerning this change in his temper : He would 
fain have avoided giving any direct anſwer, and 
have ſilenced my enquiries by an air of pleaſantry, 
which I could eaſily ſee he but forced himſelf to 
put on. — On this . very ſerious, and told 
him, I was convinced that ſomething troubled 
him, and that whatever it were the union be- 
4 tween 
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tween us gave me a right to be made partaker 
of it: He made no immediate reply to theſe 
words, but fixed his eyes upon me with a look, 
which ſpoke the agitations he that moment ſuſ- 
tained ;—at laſt, Ah, Orythia, Orythia ! cried 
he, ſeek not to know from me, a ſecret, of which 
you may fo eaſily inform yourſelf. —The world be- 
lieves me blejt, infinitely big! — You alone can tell 
why am not ſo.— How true, O Dryden] are 
thy words? | ee | 


Faw know what cares a huſband's peace deftrays, 
His real griefs, and his diſjembled joys. 


BELIEVE me, my dear Celemena, I was ſo 
aſtoniſhed at hearing him, that I had not the 
power of ſpeaking one word; but ſtood as filent 
and confuſed, as tho conicious of ſome crime 
to merit ſuch à treatment. —A tew moments, 


however, ſerving to recover me, I bat, ſaid I, 


with ſome reſentment, do you then already repent 


of having become a huſband ; If you are unhappy 
hoaw doubly ſo am I? | : 


I covLD not conclude theſe words without 
letting fall ſome tears, which the exceſs of thoſe 
various emotions, that then filled my breaſt, 
forced from my eyes; — which he perceiving, 
What have I ſaid, cried he, what have I dme? 
retch that I am ! and flying tome, catched me 
in his arms, and preſſed me to his boſom, with 
ſuch tranſports of unfeigned affection, as are not 
to be deſcribed. Ob, I have been to blame, went 
he on, I ought to be content with the happineſs I am 
in poſſeſſion HF; ſince it is much more than I can pre- 
tend to deſerve, — You deſerve all things, ſaid I; 
but 1 beſeeeh you, by all the love you have befand, 


— — —— 
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and which I flatter myſelf you have for me, to tell me 
what you mean. 


| He ſeemed very loth to give any direct an- 
ſwer to what I ſaid; but I urged him ſo home, 


to tell me in what point I had given him any 


cauſe of diſquict, that he was at length prevailed 
on, and making me fit down by him on a ſettee 
with ene of his arms round my waiſt, and the 
other about my neck, he began to eaſe, or rather 
to add to, my ſurprize, in theſe terms: 


FAR be it from me, ſaid he, my moſt loved, and 


moſt adored Orythia, to accuſe you of any thing. — 
No ;— you are all that the moſt raptured fancy could 
invent, of fair and good. — I have only to repine at 
nature, who has dealt her bounties to me with a too 
ſcanty hand. — Fain would I be deſerving an excel- 
lence like yours: Fain would have the wit of Dori- 
laus; — the fine perſon of Alexis; — the tuiſdom and 
ſagacity of Learchus; and, in-a word, all thoſe 


perfections you are ſo quick-ſighted to diſcern in others, 


As I remembered to have expreſſed my ſenſe 
of thoſe gentlemen's ſeveral merits, in the very 
words he made uſe of, I was no longer at a Jois 
to account for the motive of his uneaſineſs; but 
unwilling to mention it, I replied, that if I had 


not found all thoſe good qualities centered in 


him, I ſhould not with ſe much pleaſure have 
become his wife. He made a moſt tender reply 
to what I ſaid, yet I could perceive he took it 


rather as the effects of my complaiſance, than 


the real dictates of my heart. 


I HAVE a natural averſion to all kinds of diſ. 
ſimulation, and could not long refrain from ex- 


preſſingg 
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preſſing my fears, that there was a propenſity to 
jealouſy in him, which, if encouraged, would, 
one time or other, render us both unhappy. 


HE would, by no means, confeſs himſelf 

ilty of this foible, but made this nice diſtinction, 
That what was commonly implied by jealouſy, 
was a baſe ſuſpicion of the want of honour ; — 
that my virtue was his ſecurity, as to my perſon z 
— that he knew me capable of reſiſting all man- 
ner of temptations ; but that he wiſhed to ap- 
pear ſuch in my eyes, as ſhould lay me under no 
neceſſity of exerting that virtue in his favour. 
then aſſured him, heaven was my witneſs, with 
the greateſt ſincerity, that I married him becauſe 
I thought him the moſt worthy of his ſex ; and, 
that ſince I had been his wife, I had, and ever 
ſhould make it my ſtudy to pleaſe him, much 
more thro' inclination than duty. I added fo 
many endearments to this aſſertion, that he was 
perfectly raviſhed with the condeſcenſion I had 
ſhewed, as he was pleaſed to call it. 


IT would look too much like vanity in me, to 
repeat the many tender things he ſaid to me on 
the occaſion. I ſhall only tell you, that they 
were ſuch as flattered me with the . he would 
thenceforward be entirely at eaſe; — but, alas! 
how ſadly has my fond wiſh deceived me ! — The 
civilities, with which I treat even thoſe of his 
own blood, I can perceive, are painful to him, 
What is it I muſt do? ] cannot avoid ſeein 
a great deal of company if I would ; beſides my 
own friends, the poſt he holds, his numerous 
acquaintance, and the delight he takes in making 
frequent entertainments for them, Jays me open 
to the hearing of abundance of fine „ 
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I to bluſh, affect a reſerve, and ſeem to take in 
_ earneſt, what I know are only words of courſe, 
the tribute paid to my ſex and rank, by all the 
gay and polite? —A conſtant round of wit is 
perpetually played off at our houſe.— Am ] to 
ſtifle the little talents I have received from na- 
ture and education, and ſit a ſilent ſtupid audi- 
tor? Fis poſſible that my humour, Tous jour 
enjoute, as the French phraſe it, may ſometimes 
ſparkle out beyond what is altogether requiſite ; 
yet were J to reſtrain it, I ſhould become a 
mere mope; — by an aukward prudery damp all 
the ſpirit of the converſation, expoſe myſelf to 
the ridicule of the world, and, perhaps too, 
loſe the greateſt part of merit with him, in 
whoſe eyes I would chiefly with to appear agree- 
able. | E 2 
JupGE. then, my dear Celemena, how per- 
lexing my ſituation is! — Other women often 
flees the want of ardour-in the affeCtions of 
their huſbands; I am unhappy only in the exceſs 
of it; —yet ſo precious to me is the ſource of 
my inquietudes, that I could not ſupport finding 
the cauſe removed, how much ſoever I tremble 
for the effets. —Adviſe me, dear creature; in- 
vent ſome way, if there be ſuch a thing in na- 
ture, for me to preſerve the one in all its preſent 
flaming, fervency, and prevent the other from 
riſing to too great a height: Teach me, if you 
can, how to keep alive the paſſion of this be- 
Ioved-huſband, and, at the ſame time, kill all ſuſ- 
picion in him of the tenderneſs with which my 
ſoul regards him; for, oh ! I ſhudder at this 
maxim of the poet: | | foe 
Diftra/t in lauert is tos warm à ſun, 
But, ah ! tis nigbt in love whin that is * 40 
1 


— 


ErisT. cxxx. for LADIES. 239 


Piru my condition, and believe me that I 
am, with the utmoſt ſincerity. | 
Yours, Sc. 


O YTHIA. 
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From JacinTA to LETITIA, given her an ac- 

count of the matives which had induced her to 

marry LEANDER, and the cauſe on which they 
are ſeparated, HM 


Dear LETITIaA, | | 

LL the world was ſurprized at my 
marriage; they will now be more ſo at 
my ſeparation from a huſband, whom 
I married meerly for love, and, till I 
put my large fortune into his hands, had ſcarce 


ſufficient to maintain him like a gentleman, I 


will now tell you the ſource from which both theſe 
events proceed: It was vanity; the extremeſt 
vanity and folly, on my fide, that united us : — 
It is the utmoſt ingratitude and perfidiouſneſs, 
on his, that parts us. The particulars of the 
ſtory, equally ſhameful to both, are as follow: 


I Had the greateſt intimacy, that could be, 
with a young woman called 7emma ; ſhe was 
the daughter of a gentleman of one of the beſt 
families in England; but thro' the miſconduct of 
her mother was left, at his death, with a very 
ſmall fortune, too inconſiderable to give her any 


proſpect of marrying according, to her birth. 


She was, indeed, very pretty, well acer pls 


5) 
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had a good deal of wit, and ſomewhat extremely 


ſweet in her diſpoſition. 


A WEALTHY citizen, who had nothing dif. 
agreeable in his perion and behaviour, and not 


thirty years of age, made his addreſſes to her. — 


All her friends perſuaded her to accept the offer, 
as, her circumſtances conſidered, ſhe could not 
hope for a better match; but ſhe continuing 
averſe, I took the privilege of our friendfhip to 
talk ſeriouſly to her, and even went ſo far as to 
tell her, I would never ſee her more, if ſhe 
perſiſted in rejecting, what ſhe ought rather to 
accept with the greateſt ſatisfaction. My re- 
monſtrances drew tears from her eyes, and ſhe, 
at laſt, confeſs'd to me, that it was not in her 
power to comply with my advice; — that her 
heart and promiſe had long been given to Lean- 
der, and that ſhe would prefer any kind of mi- 
ſery to that of being falſe to him. 


I AD heard of Leander, — had ſeen him, but 
without taking any notice of him; but after own- 


ing her affection for him, ſhe repreſented him to 


me in ſuch amiable colours, as raiſed in me a 
kind of curioſity to be acquainted with him; but 
this curioſity was greatly increaſed on her ſhew- 
ing me a packet of letters ſhe had received from 


him, during his courtſhip.— Never had I read 


any thing ſo moving, ſo paſſionately tender, and 
fo elegant withal : — It ſeemed as it the gods. of 
love and wit joined to guide his pen, and dictated 
each inchanting ſentence. None of thoſe number- 
lefs declarations of love, which had been made 
to myſelf, had half that fervour, or that elo- 
quence :— All were languid, dull, and ſpiritleſs, 
when compared with thoſe of Leander, — I bat, 


cried | 
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cried I to myſeIf,is it that all my lovers ""_ wanted 
wit, or, that I want churms ta inſpire raptures ſuch 
as theſe In fine, I now to envy a maid, 
whole condition before I had fo much pitied. — 
J could not bear to ſee her plume herſelf, in be- 
ing ſo ardently beloved, and ihould now have 
been as pleaſed at any accident that might mor- 
tify, as I ſhould once have been 3 
fortune to nun her happy. TEEN; 71 


I was one morning full of theſe wicked dif 
poſitions towards her, when ſhe came jumping 


to my bed-fide, and told me, that a certain noble- 


man, to whom Leander was well known, had 
given him the aſſurance of a conſiderable: em- 
plo in the revenue, which was at his diſ- 
„and that then there would be no impedi- 
ment to their marriage, as it had been delayed 
till he was in a condition to maintain a family. 
I cannot expreſs the vexation this gave me; but 
I diflembled it, and having told her, I was 
to hear any fortune that befel her, pre- 
tended indiſpoſition to excuſe her not 8 
much, on which we took ber len © 


Neves ſure was any vanity like mine © wie 
could not be in love with Leander; — had ſeen 
him only en paſſant; — never ſpoke to him; — 


yet did I languiſh with the utmoſt impatience | 


for the means of uſing all the little arts I was 


miſtreſs of, to — Jemima, whom 1 now 
hated, e gener ge abet 


Fe in a few dai A my en- 
deavours; 1 ge that the huſband of a 
woman who e my hoop-petticoa 
e called at 
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their houſe: This woman I ſent for, made her 


my confidante, and, at the ſame time alſo, let 
her know, it would be her intereſt! to ſerye me. 
We conſulted together, and ſhe Was to take all 
opportunities of detracting from emima's merit, 
without ſeeming to do ſo; and, as in friendſhip 
to him, wiſh him to caſt his eyes upon ſome 
lady of fortune. This being done to pave the 
way, we was to get him to drink tea with her 
ſome afternoon ; 1 was to come in, as if by 
chance, and then manage as I ſhould ſee proper, 


ALL this being conducted as we had con- 
trived, you may be ſure I dreſſed myſelf to the 
beſt advantage, and repaired to the rendezyous,—- 
The polite manner in which I was accoſted by 


| Leander, joined to the prepoſſeſſion I bad in his 


favour, extremely charmed me: — My ſubtle 
confidante, purpoſely, was ſo long preparing 
the tea, that the day was ſhut in before we 
had done. I then roſe to take my leave, on 
which ſhe offered to ſend: for a chair, but, I faid, 
I chaſe to walk, as it was but a ſmall way to 
my houſe, and the weather fine: Leander, on 
this, could do no leſs than beg permiſſion to at- 
tend me home, which it is not to be doubted he 


_ Havins given himſelf this trouble, it ſeemed 
no breach of modeſty in me, to deſire him to 


walk in; I ſhewed him into the dining- room, 


and found means to enter into a converſation 
with him, which he could not have broke off 
without ill- manners: I preſſed him to ſtay 


ſupper, on purpoſe to have an opportunity at 


ſhewing my gilt plate. On parting, I told him, 
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the news of the town, whenever be paſſed that 


way: He made a reply full of gallantry, as in- 
deed was his whole deportment, all the time he 


had flayed win me. 


I canxoT fay, that tho EP all this pains, 
I had any thoughts of marrying him, I was only 
ambitious of adding to my train of lovers, one 
ſo accompliſhed as Leander, and forcing Jemima, 
who thought herſelf ſecure of his heart, to forego 


her triumph, and ng the power of my 
ſuperior . 


0 vanes vanity ! that fatal ſource of an 
the errors our ſex are guilty of, and cauſe of all 
our woes, how dearly haue 4 oo for having 
obeyed thy diftates! 


In order to compleat the conqueſt my folly ſo 


much aimed at, I made the woman tell him, 


I was very much charmed with his perſon and 
behaviour, and hint to him, that ſhe was well 
aſſured, that if he made his addreſſes to me on 
the ſcore of marriage, the offer would not be 
oc ner | 
Inas, however, the etl to find; 
that neither my own invitations, nor all this wo- 
man faid- to him, engaged one viſit from him 
for ſeveral days; but, when I almoſt began to 
give over expectation, I received a letter from 
him, containing a moſt paſſionate declaration of 
love, and withal aſſuring me that having been 
charmed with me at the interview, he durſt 
GU C— fearing to offend 
would A dehaviour, which he knew not if i 

be in his power to reſtrain within thoſe 

M 2 bounds 
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bounds I might expect from a perſon whoſe: ac - 
a — me had ſo ſhort a date. 


Tuis letter was brought me by the hoop-pet- 
ticoat- maker. I would not write, but ſent an 


anſwer by her full of encouragement, and which, 


] doubt not, butſhe highly exaggerated the kind- 
veſs of, having now, nothing more at heart than 
to bring about this match. Alas I little thought 
how TOE made the, dupe. of two of * moſt 
brercenary wretches in the world! 


IN fine, he came, — he addreſſed — liſtened, 


What, at firſt; was only vanity, now became 


inclination, A marriage was huddled up be- 


| tween us, without the leaſt conſideration. on my 


fide, or conſulting any one of my friends. 


Dont o the ſhort time of Leander's tb. 
T had found a pretence to quarrel with Jemima, 
in order to keep her from knowing any thin 


of what I have Rn to believe ſhe was as wel 


acquainted with as myſelf ; for, would you think 


It, dear Letitia, that nobleman, on whom Lean- 


der had depended, had fallen into difgrace, and 
2 turned out of office himſelf; ſo that. it was 
pair which gave me this unworthy huſband : 
2 He behaved, however, towards me with 
complaiſance enough, and I had not began to 
repent the ſtep I bad taken, when a young wo- 
man of my acquaintance, by the ſtrangeſt acci- 
dent in the world, diſcovered the whole ſcene 
of villany, and immediately; revealed it to me. 


et} perſon. almoſt every = to ſee a 
f bers, lately come to town, and 5 
eat, divided 1 Amp ſeveral tenements, — She 
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had often ſeen Leander paſs in and out of the 
houſe. —At firſt ſne thought nothing of it, but 
finding he came often, had the curioſity to aſk 
her ſiſter, whom that gentleman came to viſit; 


on which the other anſwered, that his wiſe 


lodged there; but, ſaid ſhe, I find their marriage 
15 @ ſecret, for the he nodes — every day, 
he feldom fleeps here. — I perceive, by the ſupper pre- 
paring in the kitchen, that he is to ſlay to night, ani 


this is but the ſecond he has done fo, for theſe three 


weeks that I have been in town, My friend then 
aſked his name, and the other told him, they 
called him captain La Jul. 


.  TminxING ſhe ought. not to conceal from 


me the injury I ſuſtained, ſhe'came that inſtant, 


and related what ſhe had ſeen and heard. I was 


aſtoniſhed, and could ſcarce credit the report; 


but recollecting, that Leander had once lain 
abroad, in the time ſhe mentioned, and that he 
intended to do. ſo that night, under pretence of 
viſiting a relation at Minaſor, I was but too well 
convinced of the reality of. my misfortune. ' 


| My friend had never ſeen” the woman who 
paſſed for his wife, ſo could give me no deſcrip- 


tion of her perſon, whereby I might gueſs if it 
was Jemima, or ſome other, for whoſe ſake I 
was thus baſely dealt with. I ſcarce could think 
it was ſhe, her carriage having always been per- 
fectly modeſt ; but then the exceſſive love I knew 
they had for each other, made me ſometimes 
imagine, that nature had triumphed over virtue, 
even to this guilty. height: For the firſt hour 1 


did nothing but curſe Leander, — the folly of my 
own. paſt conduct, and upbraided deſtiny for 


having rendered me ſo weak, and him ſo wicked. 


M 3 The 
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The firſt * of my rage being over, I con- 
ſulted with my intelligencer how to proceed : — 
We went together to a magiſtrate, procured a 
warrant, and proper 'officers to ſerve it : — This 
done, we went ali together to the houſe, where 
we doubted not but to find the criminal pair by 
this time in bed: Wie enquired for the ſiſter of 
the -perſon who was — me: I left the offi- 
cers in her apariment, on being told, that the 
pretended captain La Vel, and his lady; were 
not yet in bed, and accompanied by the woman 
that came with me, flew to the room where we 
were informed they ladged: — The door was half 
open: We ruſhed directly in, and found Lean- 
der and Jemima, - for it was ſhe indeed; all un- 
dreſt, and ready to go into bed, which a maid- 
ſewant was that —_—_ re for them. 


1 obi owt; Min een 60 n $00.t6- 
dious length, ſhould I go about to deſcribe the 
confuſion they both were in. — 7emima fell into 

a ſwWoon; Leander food like one trans fixed with 
fn neither capable of aſſiſting her, nor pa- 
cifying me. I was juſt going to call in the of- 
ficers, -when ſomewhat within me reſtrained my 
voice, and bade me be leſs rigid. Thecruel injuſtice 
I had done Jemima, in depriving her of all hopes 
of lawfully po 
the arts. had iſed on Leander, to ſeduce 
him from the fabh he had og to. her, now 

appeated to me in their true colours, and made 
me lock upon myſelf as the greateſt criminal of 
the three. — — 2 with remorſe and ſhame, de- 
fire of vengeance ceaſed, — I quitted the room 
-with as much precipitation as I had entered it. — 
1 told the officers I had been miſtaken, — diſmiſſed 


ht mg for their trouble, and re- 
| turned 


a man ſo dear to her, and 
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turned home, ſull of the moſt oy t 
ep * Ye 61 30 190 #3 
| 190 x 117 ann © 

al came home ſoon nter me, wo 1 
would not ſuffer him to come into my chamber, 
and he lay in another rom. I — the whole 
xemainder-of: the might in conſidering what would 
beſt become me to no; and having ed m 
Jution, ſent for him in the morning: — _— ap- 
pfoached' me with Took full of ſhame and de- 
jection, and was preparing to make ſome ſpeech 
in excuſe of the fault he had been guilty of; but 
J told him, that I would enter into no diſcufſion 
on that affair; — that as it was impoſſible for us 
to'live with any tojerable degree of happineſs to- 
her, it was much the beſt to part: — 
'hata thoufand pound, which Thad given him to 
lay out on a mortgage, ſhould be his own ; but, 
that the reſt of my fortune ſhould be ſecured to 

myſelf, in fuch 2 EY he _ — 
be able to get any p it into his - 
fon, and that, if h 1 o agree to theſe terms, 
I would order! my lawyer to draw up articles ac - 
cordingly. He would fain have affected a re- 
lu ande at the ſeparation 1 propoſed, but I could 
ealily perceive his heart accepted it with gladnels, 


Tuts 1 however, being ſettled between 
us, I inſiſted on his quitung my -8. 24 that ſame 
day, which he whom. did. In about a 
week's time, the wri were drawn up, and 
properly executed for 2 TI ſeparation; and [ 
now hear, that having fold a ſmafl annuity he 
had, and raifed what money he, could other 
ways, he 1s preparing to go to Bulleign, where 
he intends to merchandize, and fix his reſidence 
N NN * | beloved Jemima. I can forgive them 

M 4 both 
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both enough to wiſh them happy, but I much 

doubt if they will be ſo; for tho? I can excuſe 
emima, who may think herſelf more lawſull 
is wife than I could be, having been his by con- 

— eb ever ſaw his face; yet the double 

perfidy of Leander, both to her and me, is ſuch, 

J think, as ite ——————— the 

eee 3 K. 

n f 42110 At 11 4 '31 

i Bur leave tem 0 heir 3 own. I 


* - = oY 


h, 8 to enjoy the —— . of 
triumphing over, and rendering miſerable, a wo- 
man, whom called my. friend, and who had en- 
truſted me with her deareſtſ ecrets, makes me bate- 
ful, even to myſelf, and forces me to confeis, that 
all my mortifications, great as they are, are. yet 
unequal to the crime which brought them on me, 


' O' Letitia, beware of vanity l—Let not the 
pride of e or beauty, c or wit, or wealth tempt 
you to im kay have à right to invade the 

of Let not the ambition of 
5 yourſ followed by a croud of lovers, miſ- 
lead you from the paths of honour and diſcretion ; 
nor endeavour to attract the men by any ſtudied 
arts, much lefs, by any ſiniſter means to leſſen 
the merits of thoſe of your own ſex, who may 
happen, whether deſervedly, or not, to be prized 
above you: Let my example be your warning, 
and teach you to avoid the errors and misfortunes 
of your ſincere friend, 


JacixTa, 
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From MELLIORA to lady BETTY, with an ac- 


count of the matives which had induced ber to leave 
her father*s houſe. | | 


Dear lacy BerTy, Iz 


a HILE all my acquaintance are 
pretending to afhgn reaſons for m 
quitting a father, who has always 
tenderly loved me, according to 
their qwr. ſuggeſtions alone, I ſhal} 
take the pains to juſtify my conduct in this point; 
and yet, perhaps, you are the lealt of any; A 2 
loſs, to guels at 717 reaſons of it. 
intimacy with my dear mother, giving 1 3 
perfect idea in what manner I was bred, and the 
few viſits you have made at our houſe firice her 
death, and my father's ſecond marriage with this 
court belle, i is ſufficient to convince you of the 
wide difference between the company I was fa- 
voured with before that. fatal hour, and thoſe I 
have ſince been obliged to converſe with. I ſay 
obliged, for there was no avoiding my new mo- 
hers gueſts : —Retire to my chamber, — ſhut 
nya wy in my cloſet, even there I was purſued, — 
M5 an 
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a2 alarm beat at my door, and I muſt eicher 
come out, or hear the Creator of the world af- 
fronted by the impious ridicule they throw out on 
the long AS they an ons to ng I Was 
making to him. 


III I not wound your ears with a repetition 
of any of thoſe prophane abſurdities mine were 
perpetually ſhocked with, from that hoydenly 
rout, which croud the circle of her ladyſhip's 
drawing- room. I will only give a deſcription 
of this ſociety in two lines, which a friend of 
mine wrote extempore: 


Hunaur's diſtonour, and titlꝰs difprace, 
Dign:fy'd dregs of Britain's fall n race. 


IxpEED, lady Betty, ſome of theſe new- 
created nobility ſeem, to me, to be of a different 
ſpecies from thoſe whoſe patents bear a more 
ancient date; nor is it much to be wondered at, 
when we confider the motives on which many 
of them are raiſed to the exalted flation they at 
pteſent enjoy, and which, in my opinion, ſeems 
to have turned their heads ; ;—they would not 
elſe, caviar behave as if they thought virtue, 
decency, even pang * beneath their 


©. 


regard. 4 cel 300 2 


Bur there is no ion for me to enlarge 
upon this ſubject to a lady, Who, by che care 
Me takes to avoid ſuch converſation, ſhews _m_ 
much ſhe difapproves of it ;— and, flatter m 
felf, that what IT have already ſaid will be f 
cient to abſolve me, in your opinion, 0 al 
blame for what 1 have done. | 


8 


2 


Errrr. exxxi. fr LA DI Es. 25 
ö Mix father, it is certain, at firſt, was much 
averſe to my departure; becauſe he thou 
would lock like the effects of that ſometimes 
unjuſt pique, the children of former marriages 
are apt to take againſt a parent, who is only 
ſuch in name; but, thank heaven, I have at laſt 
obtained his permiſſion, and now board, with 
my maid and one footman, at the houſe of a 
clergyman, who, tho” not dignified according to 
| his merit, does honour to his profeſſion, by the 
| | moſt pious and exemplary life: He was never 
| married, but has a fifter who lives with him, 
and manages the family. She is a very con- 
verſable woman: — I reeable hours 
with her. Indeed T thi gel ſo happy, in 
being once more got among reaſonable crea- 
tures, that I do not caſt a+ look back on the 
grandeur T have left behind. 


T am as well contented its plain diſhes, 
as with ten, crowded with the moſt expenſive 
exotics; and breathe the aif as freely, and find 

it full as fweet in 2 good clean hack, as in a 
ſpting chariot and fix. — Nothing is wanting to 
compleat my ſatisfaction, but your return to 
town, the news of which I n hn 
1 77 gear lady Betty, 

75 Tour moſt ovedient ſervant, — 4 
| 8 MeLLIORA, 
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eE2ISELECKIRXIL..: 
From Hollie abs to ARDELLA, returning her a 


medal ſhe happened to 77D, akon in 
: wr; The made t 10705 423 ; 


7 Aan, ere hg be 1 5 


HEN deities of old, 5 poets tell, 
+3 Vouchſaf'd a viſit to ſome mortal's cell, 
To prove their preſence, and renown 
their hoſt, 
They le ſome token for the mmer to boaſt. 


Adil, "thus of late my welcome gueſt, 
For fix ſhort hours the happy chamber bleſt, 
At laſt departing, I but looking round, 

A place ſhe 2 in pers with flyer found. 


M ſimile does not hold good, however; 71 for 
tho' you ate as much a goddeſs as. Jung, Miner- 
va, Hanus, Diana, or any of that celeſtial. hie- 
rarchy, which grace the Walle of the pantheon, 
＋ you are not cqually bountiful, at leaſt to me. 

am confident you il not intend this precious 
medal as a ee would, therefore, 
be a kind Ty facrilege to keep it. — Be pleaſed 
'then to receive it back, and eſteem the painful 
proof I now give you of my honour, as ſome 
fort of merit in me. I do aſſure you, FI 
parted with any thing out of my poſſeſſion with 
half the reluctance I do this; — not only for the 
lake of that truly illuſtrious young hero, whoſe 
reſemblance it bears, but, alſo, for that of the 
amiable o_ _ I dare ſay, has often been 

0154 Tons 


ett: 


— 


it is all my own act and. deed; and that, if ſhe 


SG ano Kn wow Woe Vo 
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contemplated with regards which would have 
made Alexander i himſelf, were he ning, More 
proud than all his conqueſts. bre 


My wife joins with me in returning thanks 
for the favour, of- your Jaft obligi viſe: which 
we both hope will A. Mandy be follo wed by an- 
other, as you know her condition at preſent de- 
prives her of the honour of waiting on yu. I 
muſt 1 her — Vice 

part e acknow ts the reſtor 
EE make you bas 3 Grays 
4incere not weed when ſhe fees you, that 


had been fo fortunate to have ſeen it firſt, 4 
-would have been ſome time before you wou 
have called yourſelf, again, the miſtreſs of it; 
but whatever liherties you ladies may take with 


each other, I had not the courage to preſume ſo 
far. All the recompence I intreat for this piece 
of ſelf-denial. is, permiſſion to unite my voice, 


with that A NT 
mee e your .admizer, -;-;/ 
577 11 e | ar bus DonixAnx. 
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From BELETZA - HenMiowe, _ the ſaqutl 
e the 'flory of MALER and CLonivs 
ae Tl Page 275. r * e , 1 


My dear Henmtone, mo . 
0 Should not have let fo many poſts 
| & eſcape, without writing to you, had 
"IE Le d delayed by. theexporiegings 

of being able to acquaint you with the 
eee of that adventure my as 


. 
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large a part of, and indeed what I have now to 
relate is not of a very intereſting nature; ſuch 
as it is, 8 
manner as J can. | | | 


Clodia: been informed of che attempt 
His wife — made to eſcape;/ gave orders ſhe 
mould be more ſtrictiy watched, which ſhe ac - 
cordingly was. In the mean time he conſulted 
with Ber friends how to diſpoſe of her, fo as to 
prevent her bringing any farther did; on her 
family, or — herſelf. 
were for i 
Sthers-adviſed bim to make her a priſoner in 2 
— in h —— where the windows 
and che door kept always 
bolted, 3 — tage Fogg — doferh 
by any body, except a ſervant, who ſhould con- 
vey to her every day food enough to keep her 
alive; but to neither of theſe would the tender 
heart af Cldirs conſent, and he himſelf hit upon 
an expedient, which was approved of by all that 
heard it. It was this: 1 ſhould 
<ontinue* to board where was, under the 
ſame reſtriction the had been, till he could pre 
Pare for ſending her to a convent. © Poor — 
he flattered himſelf that time, and the pious 
council that would; there be given her, would 
ceclaim, und make a, thorough convert of her; 
and that, when ſenſible of her paſt errors, they 
| might one day live happy together. 
721 Aa eee eee 
intentions, and, on this oecaſion, exerted all her 
\artifice 3—ſhe pretended to think of the zeſoly- 
tin he had taken concerning her, with all the 
"grititudeit really" deſerved be 1, that fe 


21 Was 
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was aſhamed of her paſt miſoonduct, and de- 
ſired more than to be bid, ſor ſome 
time, from the world; adding, that tho ſhe 
could not as yet bring herſelf to love her huſ- 
band, ſhe would 8 to do it, and merit 
a e from him. 


— 


Sur ſo well acted her part, that the g. 
people of the houſe were deceived into a belief of 
her fincerity, and kept a leſs watchful eye over 
her than they ought. ' The baronet, who, as 
we have ſince been informed, had his ſpics con- 
tinually about the ſtreet, found means either to 
ſpeak or give a letter to her, thro a window, 
where ſhe was frequently permitted to look out. 
A woman came one day, as on a meſſage from 
her huſband, and "Magdaimu following her 
the door, under-the 2 ſaying ſomethi 
to her, which ſhe had forgot while in the room, 

both flew-out of the houſe with 
ſuch precipitation, that cho they were purſued 
with all imaginable ſpeed, they got clear .off. 
Some chairmen, who havs a ſtand in the ſtreet, 
ſay,” that a haekney-coach, with one gentleman 
in it, ſtood ready to ESI eure 
yond the COrner. | 


TIs laſt Pte map 10 fo wink nurned the 
heart of Chdus, that he ſeems.to take no gieat 
pains for diſcovering. the place of her retreat; 
and the little ſearch he has made bas: certainly 
been more for form's en 1 
deſire of ing 1 U 


Tre is all en able to . 


concerning this young h we; and, indeed; 
it — — bo wi 


enquiring into, 
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I HAVE; ſent you the books mentioned in your 
laſt, and am, with the ſincereſt good — 
dear Hermione, 


Yours, Ge. 


BELTLLIZ A. 
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From Euszm1a to Min A, on that lady's having 
- ſeemed to hint it, as hex opinion, that the preſent 
© age (bad as'it is) does not exceed: the former 
Hin +> "ori ohh eee rie whey © 


: ee exery word that falls from the in. 
"FP. Mira is a kind of text to 


4 
1 
8. T5 


y mind. You 

: | ' 7 and brought 

ſome of both ancient records, 

which could not be out- 
done 
2 4 

ſome crimes, which it is not in the power of all 

hell's invention to exceed; that both vice and 


2 
A 
EH 
boy 
5 


former times, been practiſed to 
exceſs ; but then, you muſt alſo al- 
lows. that inſtances of this kind were rare; — 


the utmoſt 


in 


1 h.. ] A — . 6 7 


| | Dering of 
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the whole body of the people ; — that wickedneſs 
was not the mode, nor any one afhamed of virtue, 
and good ſenſe, as, I am ſorry to ſay, is now the 
caſe, ſome few, a very 1 in 236207. eee with 
the gene Ne. 


ee the: bee this 
has dont? I cbuld mention numberleſs in- 


ſtances 2 more than what: is 
juſt now in the mouth of every one, and is of ſo 
flagrant a kind, as I doubt not but will record us 
to all PR as a generation both weak and 
A ; but what, perhaps, is yet a more mor- 


pe v5 „ render us, while living, the 
fidicule: of all the nations round us, and 
make dem fer of us, aprons ans; Diet erm 
b Jew $3505 <7 II 3 — 1 1772 
\-: Religiav r bright autherity they de 
_— OE namen, | 


7 1 have ald 1 Far TIRE 13 NY 
malt needleſs to tell you, I mean that unac 
countable -pannic which 2h all Landon was in, on 
the prophecy of a poor lunatir. Lou ſaw with 
what precipitation numbers hutried out of town, 
and thoſe who were prevented from going, either 
by ſhame, or che neceſſity of buſmeis, till the 
very night, on which the dreadful calamity was 
predicted, then left their houſes, and choſe rather 
to hazard all the ill accidents of the night-air, 
than truſt the Providence of God at home in their 
own cloſets; as if the vengeance of the Almighty, 
if deſtined to fall on them, could not reach them 


in their flight: Let this behaviour, ridiculous 


as it appears now, even to thoſe guilty of it, I 

can forgive, as it certainly proceeded from a 

juſtifiable. terror of the deſerved wrath of - 3 
e 
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fended deity. The direful apprehenſions they 
were under, from the conſciouſneſs of their 
crimes, would not ſuffer: them to conſider from 
what mouth the judgment was, denounced, or, 
that the only means of av Prayer and 
. penitence ; "but what ſhall we fay of that glaring 
ampiety, that audacious boldneſs; with which 
thus latter tremor is ſuceeeded. The ſo much. 
dreaded was no ſoonet over, than people 
made a jeft, not only of their paſt fears, but of 
the power of heaven. — The name of an earth. 
guake, of late ſo terrible, is now become a ſubject 

of pleaſantry. The very filly, but inoffentive 
terms of a ute, a drum, and 2 drim-major, are 
now. exchanged for that of an earthquake 
men run up and down with cards - 109/690 4" 
their lady's earthquakes : — A new mode of dreſs, 
he ths heads is fold in the ſhops, under tbe 
name of earthquake caps.—What can all this be 
deemed, but an impious deriding of that tremen- 
we have — — 
one 


dous j 


naces of Produce, madam, if you 
inſtance parallel to this. — were 


—2 crimes, they them in corners; 
they did not openly affront heaven, and avow 4 
contempt of divine wrath, O] may we not pro- 
voke too far long - ſuffering mercy; in which 


prayers Know, e __ 


o 51 Madam, 
Your moſt obedient ee 
2 7; 3 1  Evusz814, 


** oe >. ' - 
# 4 i 1 142 * 4 C4 6 - * * 
7 MY : 
0 5 24 H z © * * * 
* $ - - # + + & 4 & 7 0 | — - 


Foot: 


n e = VTyY w%* 


4 2 


(© hs 
> 


e 
E 


A, 


. 1 
FEC 


SP e 


EpisT ecxxxv. for LADIES. 259 


EPISTLE cxxxv. 


From ASTREA'to MIRA, with a poem which that 


lady had | expreſſed a great defire to Tn. 
Madan, 
e DELLA, tho ſhe fears your judg- 


ment, depends ſo much on your good 
nature, as to permit me to ſend you 


| 8 


the verſes nm Bann 8 
mentioned. F 


1 BELIEVE; that on | peruſal, 
prized ſhe never: would ſuffer it to be preſented 
4 the perſon for whom ſhe intended it, and be- 
lieve, with me, that the lady of that excellent 
patriot loſt a great deal of pleaſure by Ardella's 


exceſs of modeſty ;j— but I forbear to take gs 


your time, with any remarks of = own, 
am, with the — friendſhip — Hr 
your moſt obedient ſervant, 
As TREA. 


Of: the b the 22 born ſon of . 5 


LLIAMs WYNNE, Bart, 
An irregular ODE. 


3 L | 3 
\Natch'd from eternity's' tremendous brink, * 
My fate ſuſpended, and death's icy hand 


A while KEE as E're my reprieve e 
And I for ever in oblivion ſunk, 


* The authoreſs was juſt recovered from a long 


and dangerous fit of fickneb, wed ſhe wrote thete 
verſes. 
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Let me the debt, which truth, and love, 
And mighty gratitude demand, 


Wa as I may, Wk The long enfeebled 


My. active fancy re- inſpires, 
her force I prove, 


And my warm wiſh the darling theme pure 


37 31:4 24 I 218 =] 11 N 2 | 
"Ip Tus let Colley ing, 
And 4 regning prince the venal ſtring z 
For court, or country, let the ſtateſman toil, 
- His ſleepleſs hours employ 

How to be ſafe, or to be great ; 


Unneceſſary doubts create, 
By fruitleſs vain debate 
And puzzling queriſts the vaſt world nts, 
In mad "tank *twixt town and ſtage, 
Who chuſes may engage; 
The taſk I readily remit; -- 
Let ſofter topicks be my part; 
Let beauty, innate worth, and wit, 
Employ m pen, as they attract my heart. 
Do thou, 8 Wynne but ſmile upon my lays3- 
Let me thy ficens'd laureat be, 
PI! ſeek no other . 
No other dignity. 11. 


C As, ceaſe, my muſe, then to complain, 


Begin, at once, the jayous ſtrainn 
Caſt all thy darkſome thoughts away, 
And ſing bleſt, the happieſt day, 
That we in time's long æra find, 

Ihe day to which we owe 

The beſt of ts, the beſt that woman-kind 
E di — or heay'n beſtow. 


Let prieſts, and lawyers, cleareſt truths dalex, 


IV. Waar 
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. 
WHAT cannot fancy reath!—in my mind's 


eye, © 
1 I ſee the ſufPring charmer patient lie 
Amidſt the rack of nature, and of ſenſe, 
Entail'd upon us all for Eve's offence : 
Around her couch I ſee the matrons wait, 
Fear, mix'd with hope, decypher'd in each face; 
While tremblin ng virgins, as befits their ſtate, 
A greater diſtance keep, 
And, pangs yet unexperienc d, weep, 
Equally anxious for th' impending fate, 
Twin life and death, ſo ſmall a ſpace. 
All in devouteſt oraiſons unite; 
Attending angels catch the pious pragess, 
And ſwift convey them to th' Almighty's ears; 
Sudden, the beauteous babe ſprings forth to iche, 
Diſperſes every care, 
Joy of all eyes, and glads the parent - fair. 
The father all in miniature confeſt, 
Each ſocial virtue, every noble aim, 
That warms his gen'rous breaſt, 
The little patriot-infant's charms proclaim, ; 
The raviſh'd gazers, late abſorb'd in fear, 
A different extreme diſcloſe ; 
With wild delights each eye-ball glows, 
And every face does tranſport wear, 
Some preſs to kiſs his lilly hands, 
| And ſome his feet: 
Others, more uſeful, bring the ſwadling- -bands, 


Or for the welcome gueſt prepare the meat; HE” 


But who, in proper attitude, can paint 
The new-made 'mother ? —Her own yearning 
ſmiles 
When claſping to her breaſt the lovely boy, 
Alone can ſpeak 
Th? unutterable love ! th' unutterable joy 
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All colours are too faint 6 
guage is too weak! 
What Tae fe tcel PRE 5 * degpiles | ! 


Hail heaw'n Jovi * if poets prophets are, 
The time will be when thou ſhalt claim 
*Place mong the firſt th e of s 
WMrote by un-erring 
Nought ſhall thy A erg 
But, to time's end, air and — ſtand. 
More dear to Britons than when ſacred rites 
(As ancient hiſtory recites) 
On each revolving ſeventh, at Frepas o ſhine, 
Te Druids celebrated, wak'd the morn, 
Nor ended till the ſetting ſun, - 
Had his diurnal motion un; 
For bleſſings nearer to dine 
Be now remark d: A ſecond patriot born, 


- 
* 


And Abbian's hopes reſtor d. Auſpicious day! 


Thro' the wide circle of the year, 
On thee, let joy her brighteſt viſage wear, 
And no dull cares, — charms allay, 
1 3 2 be al 
o gratitude e 
Let 3 prayers = * own, 
And flowing bowls thy evenings crown, 
While the uniading myrtle, and the bays, 
Adorn each brow, and ſpeak. thy pre 


4 'Godicis worſhiped - the ancient Britons, to 
whom they devoted ont 41 in every week, and 
called it after her, Frgaa, or Friday, on nien day! the 


young hero of this * was born. 
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EPISTLE CXXXVI 


From 1 to SorHRONIA, ith an account 
7 the marriage of ae aca and BY un- 


happy fate 75 her TH A 


tides; N 100 of nec 
X66 A nee 
— you have always been fo good to 

eſs for every thing relating to her, 
DA res me you will excuſe the trouble 

of a | lather er who has the honour to be 
non to you only by name; ſince I preſume to 
take this liberty for no other reaſon, than to ac- 
quaint you with what has happened to her, fince 
her arrival in theſe parts; and which is, indeed, 
ame iran 


N e that being termined to 
marry the man ſhe loved, ſhe quitted Londen, and 
came down with him to my houſe, hoping to have 
the ceremony of their 1 over, before the 
unhappy rr: ſhe abandoned, _—_ hear any 
thing of it. 
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SHE was certainly induced to act in this man- 
ner, thro' a tender compaſſion for the e 
of a man, who had ſo long loved her, and had 
once choveli himſelf ſo near the accompliſhment 
of his wiſhes. She imagined, that to be told ſhe 
had of herſelf to another, aſter the thin 
was over, and paſt recall, eſpecially . | 
E 4's gre ace, would ee grown 
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- him, than if celebrated in the fame town with 
and where he would continually hear ſome 
articular or other, on a ſubject ſo dtagrecable to 
him. She has often ſaid to me, that ſhe hoped 
he had reſolution, and reſentment enough, to. 
cure both his love and deſpair, when certain how 
ineffectual either of theſe paſſions would be, and 
that before ſhe returned to Landon, he would be 
able to eraſe from his mind, all thoſe ideas which 
had been ſo deſtructive to his peace, 


Bor alas! how terribly was ſhe deceived by 
theſe flattering expectations: — The jealous lover, 
who, by — late behaviour to him, had ſome 
ſuſpicion of his misfortune, and had ſpies upon 
her, who obſerved all her motions, was ſoon 
informed to what place ſne had retired, — who it 
was that accompanied her in the journey, and 
on hat deſign they went. He immediately fol- 
lowed, attended only by one ſervant, reſolving, 
by ſome or other, to break off the match; 
but arrived not till the next day after the conſum- 
mation: He put up at a neighbouring inn, and 
wrote a little billet. to Brilliante, which accord- 


ing to his order, his man delivered into her own 


hands ;—I baue ſeen it. it contains theſe lines: 


To the i incnflant and jy Baiziiaurk, 
. Madam, | 


2 AQ? 36.” 440 


1 KNOW too much not to Nen to 
know the whole of my misſortune. — The 
6 laſt, and only fayour, I ſhall ever intreat, is 

«an opportunity of ſpeaking three words to 
© you in private, which, I rr will not 
dt, to the muh-ipjured, | 
1 2202115 £ 2734 3% . O 11. 41 Lronriuse 
n Jupo, 
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JupGe, madam, of the conſternation ſhe 
mult be in, on receiving this, and knowing how 
near the author of it was.—-She anſwered it, 
however, in theſe terms, as ſhe has ſince told 
me: EPL? 

9 Sir 5 . 
cc H O' the power over all my actions is 
ce now, by love and law, another's right, 
<< yet I think too much is owing to the long af- 
<« fection you have borne me, to refuſe anſwerin 
your letter; but muſt deſire to be eel 
« from any private converſation, as it is not 
& conſiſtent with my honour, nor can be of any 
<« ſervice to your peace. I am ſorry you have 
cc taken this journey on my account; — but, as 
« you are here, ſhall make no ſcruple of receiv- 
ec ing a public viſit from you, on the foot of 
< friendſhip ; but if you cannot bring yourſelf 
c to this, entreat you will return, and hope you 
«© have more generoſity, than to do any thing 
< which may diſturb the tranquility of 8 

| 099 8. 24: oi” WE DRILLIANTE.” 


"Tis plain, that till this moment he was not 
certain of her being actually married, and had 
flattered himſelf with being arrived early enough 
to attempt ſome oppoſition ; for, on reading this 

| ion under her o] hand, and finding all 
was over, he was no longer maſter of himſelf. 
A ſudden fit of madneſs that inſtant ſeized 
him, —Then there remains no more, cried he, with 
a ſigh, which, his ſervant told me, ſeemed to 
cleave his heart; after which, pa a little, 
Yes, ſaid he, there is ſtill one thing to be dine. 
With theſe words, ſnatching up a piſtol, which 
lay on a table near him, he flew out of the inn, 
Vor. N und 
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and came directly to my houſe, thundered at the 
gate, and demanded to 8 with the bride and 
bridegroom. — I he fury that appeared in his 
countenance. and the — of his voice, as well as 
the piſtol in his hand, ſo frighted the ſervant that 
opened the gate, chat he was about to {ſhut ir 
again; Brilliante and myſelf were ſitting. — She 
ftarted from her chair in ſight of him, and had 
not power to ſpcak. — T hen you are married,” ma- 
dam, cried he, raving, and I am come too late 18 


offer the facrifice, I intended, at the altar, — Brilliante 


was about to ſay ſomething, but could not, and 
ſhe fell into a Een almoſt at the feet of him- 
who had occaſioned it: For my part I was ſo 
terrified, that I was neither capable of offering 
her any aſſiſtance, nor of ſaying any thing to 
him. On ſeeing her fall, — Dad,. dead, by 
heaven, cried he, with a look full of horror, 
conſcicus guilt has Len her executioner,, and deſpair 
mine. — In ſpeaking this, he clapped the piſtol to 


His head, and diſcharged it with ſo exact an aim, 
that his- brains fle w out that inſtant, and daſhed 


the bridegroom. in the face as he entered the 
T oom. 


NvEA was there ſo dreadful a have for a 
man, who had been but one day a huſband. — 
All words would. be too weak to deſcribe it, and 
your own conception. mult - _ preſent you 
with the ee Nel 


TE horrid deed was 3 but 
day: We are all in confuſion, and heaven only 
knows the conſequences, —Brillienteis extremely 
ill, her huſband. appears greatly diſſatis fied, and, 
I much ſear, that.the death of — gen- 
tleman is not the laſt miſchief —_—— 
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As ſoon as Brillante is in a condition, I doubt 
not but ſhe will write to you herſelf ; which, if 
ſhe is not ſoon, you may expect a more full in- 


formation than can as yet be given, by her who 


is, with a i profound reſpect, madam, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 
| EMILIA, 


EPISTLE CXXXVI. 


From BEL LIZ A to HERMIONE, with ſome further 
particulars concerning CLopius, MAGDALE- 


NA, and the N and the charatter an, 
2 f , | 


th dear HERMIONE, 

LE Thought I ſhould have had nothing 
further to ſay on the ſtory, which was 

5 the ſubject of the two laſt letters 
eee received from, me: - Nor indeed. is 
were any thing aſtoniſhing in what I have to 
relate, when we conſider how much the preſent 
age is influenced by ſelf-intereſt, and how little 
honour and fidelity there is to be found, even 
among thoſe who make the greateſt ſhew of 
both, when a proſpect of advantage tempts them 
to act a contrary part. The people of this 
houſe, who ſeemed in ſuch confuſion apd con- 
cern at Magdalend's eſcape, are now, by circum- 
ſtances which amount almoſt to a proof, more 
than ſuſpected to have been inftrumental in it, 
or, at leaſt, to have conniyed at her departure, 
Inſtead of afliſting, as certainly they ought to 
Have done, the injured huſband, in c meaſures 
he was about to purſue for the Tetaking the per- 
\ N 2 fidious 
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fidious fugitive, they amuſed him with fiQtitious 
ſtories, and baffled his ſearch by falſe directions, 
which, they pretended, had been given them by 
perſons who had caſually ſeen her; and this it 
was that made him weary of the fruitleſs toil, 
and reſolve to give himſelf, and friends, no fur- 
ther trouble on that account. 


Nox is this the only indication of their double 
dealing with poor Cledius :=—W hen he was ad- 
viſed, by his friends, to take the method com- 
monly uſed in ſuch caſes, that of advertiſing his 
eloped wife in the public papers, in order to 
prevent her from bringing on him debts, which 
would have been a much worſe misfortune than 
the loſs of her, they keep him from doing it, 
by perſuading him that ſhe would ſoon return 
repentant, and become aſhamed of her paſt fol- 
lies,. and make a better wife, than, perhaps, ſhe. 
would have been if ſhe never had tranſgrefſed. 


Tut man is certainly of a moſt ſorgiving 
nature; he ſtill loves the perfidious Magdalena, 
and is eaſily prevailed on to give credit to what 
be ſo much wiſhes; and tho' I cannot ſay much 
in favour of his underſtanding in this point, I 
can by no means join with thoſe, who cry, that 
whatever he ſhall hereafter ſuffer, by his remiſſ · 
neſs, is undeſerving of compaſſion. $ 


Icaxxor take leave of you, my dear Her- 
mione, without ſaying ſomething of Fulvia, 
whom, ſince my laſt, I have had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing, and have heard ſome particulars of her 
ſtory from a perſon well acquainted with it. 
She is not a native of this kingdom, but was 
born and Educated. in a region pretty 1 5 
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from this, — the baronet being on his travels, 
happened to ſee and fall in love with her: The 
agreeableneſs of his perſon, his wit, his addreſs, 
and, above a!}, the vows he made of everlaſting 
conſtancy, ſtruck too deep an impreſſion on her 
youthful heart, ſhe being then ſcarce fifteen 
years of age: — She quitted her parents, friends, 
and country for his ſake : — She accompanied 
him in all his voyages, and journies, and came 
to England, where the lived with him for the- 
ſpace of ten or eleven years, in all things as a 
wife, except the name, behaving, during that 
whole time, and ſince her unhappy ſeparation 
from him, with the utmoſt ſweetneſs, modeſty, 
and ceconomy.—In fine, I know no woman | 
more amiable, either as to the qualities of the 
mind, or the beauties of the perſon, and I never | 
look on her without thinking it a great pity ſhe | 
was not placed in a ſphere, where her perfections 
might have ſhone to more advantage. YO 1 


An! how inconftant is the heart of man! 
How prone to change ! —W hat but the defire of 
novelty could make Magdalena, even for a mo- 
ment, rival the lovely and deſerving Pula, in 
the eſteem of her dear baronet. Our 


Ix ever the little winged god ſhould infpire 
your breaſt with tender ſentiments, may they b: 
in favour of ſome one who differs from the ge- 
nerality of his ſex, in this particular, which is 
the ſincere wiſh of, my dear Hermione,  _ 
4-05 20] Yours, c. 
BELLIZA, 
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From PORTIA to. the E. of ****, an his having 
attempted to ſeduce her virtue, after he had con- 
ferred ſome favours on ber, wider the pretence f 
An heuourable and diſintereſted friendſhip. = 


"4 


give me greater pain, than the decla- 
ration contained in the laſt letter I had 
9 the honour to receive from you. — 


\ hile I thought myſelf ſecure of one ſincere 
friend, to whom I might have recourſe, in * 
many ve xations it is my fate to be involved in, ] 


never thought I was wholly miſerable. — How 
cruel is it in you then, to deprive me of that 
only conſolation ! — Good heaven ! could I ever 


have imagined you. would have taken advantage 
of thoſe neceflities you ſeemed to commiſerate 
with ſo much tenderneſs No ;—nothing but 


yourſelf could have convinced me you were ca- 
pable of ſo ungenerous an action, or, that a de- 
ſign of ſuch a baſe kind could have been couched 
under ſuch generous and ſeemingly diſintereſted 
principles. How deſpicable and inconſiſtent are 


tha arguments of men of the fineſt underſtand- 


ing, when uſed in favour of vice] You exclaim 
againſt the injurious treatment of my huſband 


towards me, yet would perſuade me to juſtify 


his conduct by my own, and give him an excuſe 
for his ingratitude and ill- nature. Tou ſay the 
figure to which his extravagancies have reduced 


me, is unworthy of my birth and merit; yet 


you 


— ——— —— — —U— — 
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you would bring me to make one, not only un- 

worthy of them, but of my reaſon alle het 
could my worſt enemy wiſh more, than to fee 
me add ſhame and guilt to the misfortunes_I al- 
ready labour under? — Vet to draw me to this 
laſt degree of wretehedneſs, you would have me 
believe, is the effect of love.—Ah ! how is 
the pureſt and nobleſt of all paſſions pro- 
-phaned; when ſuch groſs and ſenſual defires are 
aſcribed to it — Defend, ye guardian angels, 
all thoſe of my ſex, who wiſh to continue vir- 
tuous, from giving credit to ſuch vain deluſions 
— May they, like me, diſcover the black pol- 
luted fiend, tho" he appears as an angel of light. 
What are your offers but as ſo many baits to 
lure me to perdition? —What would my ac- 
ceptance of them make me but a gawdy flave, 
ridiculouſly mifcalled a ' miſtreſs? — No, my 
Jord, be affured, that no diſtreſs, no exigence 
fortune can lay upon me, ſhall ever reduce me 
to become the deſpicable thing you would have 
me. — The vows I made before the holy altar are 
indelibly imprinted on my heart, as well as re- 
giſtered in heaven; nor can any thing on the 
part of him, to whom I am thus bound, eraſe 

them thence. —Religion, reputation, duty, all 
laws, both human and divine, oblige me to beg, 
to ſtarve, to wander round the world a vagrant 
with him, rather than ſhine in all the pomp of 
guilty grandeur with any other man. —If, in- 
ſtead of that mighty paſhon you affect to profeſs 
for me, you feel the leaſt real good-will towards 
me, by that I beſeech you, nay, take the liberty 
to conjure you, to avoid ſeeing me for the future. 
Leave me to my miſeries, nor ſeek to add to 
them, by reminding me how greatly I deceived 
myſelf, when I imagined you found any thing 
. N 4 worthy 
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ae, or regard, in the 


pon ria. 


7. 8. I fend your lordſhip back the laſt purſe 
of guineas, which ſome. neceſſities, you ob- 
ſerved in the family, made you leave > wir | 

on my table, and which, I thank „are 
no ways embezzled. My firſt and moſt ar- 
dent prayers henceforward ſhall be, that hea- 

ven will, vouchſafe ſome means, by which I 
may return thoſe others alſo, which my miſ- 

taken, and too. flattering opinion of your 

ftiendſhip, induced me to accept. —T his may 

appear to you, perhaps, as a piece of ill- 

judged pride; but I ſhall give myſelf little 

pain on that head, as I am conſcious of the 
motive whence it proceeds. The proofs of 
pity I can receive with a becoming gratitude, 
but ſhall always reject with ſcorn and _—_ 
nation r is the N of vice. 
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Wel cxxxlx. 


From a pH; he hay to ASTREA in Lon- 
don ; ; With an account of what ſhe had obſerved 
An that court, and a remarkable incident, which 
-, bappened in ber preſence, and ſhewed the great 
2 gc0angp of hn Faun a towards bis ©, #6 


Dear — ran KH | | : 
I is now three weeks ſince my ar- 
eÞ rival; but I forbore 2 till en- 
abled to give an account of ſomething 
more worthy your attention than any 


. n myſell. 
n Now 
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| Mons1tuk and madame de ****, who were 
here before me, received me with a great deal 
of civility, and introduced me to all thoſe, whom 
they had made acquaintance with. — They car- 
ried me to ſee the fine buildings on the river 
Spree, the arſenals, and the great canal, which 
extends itſelf, from the abovementioned river, 
whence it is cut, quite to the Elbe: We allo 
faw! the palace, and the court being then at 
Potzdam, we had the opportunity of taking a 
view of the royal apartments with more liberty, 
than otherwiſe we could have done. I cannot 
fay mueh in praiſe of the architecture, tho it is 
magnificent enough, and extremely convenient: 
— The furniture is very rich, and all the ſtate- 
rooms are ornamented with moſt curious pieces 
of painting. His Pruſſian majeſty, it ſeems, is 
highly delighted with that ſcience, and gives the 
greateſt encouragement to the profeſſors of it, as 
indeed he does to all who excel in any art what - 
ſoever. —In the king's cloſet are the pictures of 
many illuſtrious perſonages, drawn at full length; 
but one, above all the reſt, attracted my eyes, 
not only becauſe it appeared to me to have 

ſomething peculiarly lovely and majeſtic in it, 
but alſo becauſe it had a great reſemblance of a 
portrait, in miniature, which you wear at your 
watch, and, I know, ſet the higheſt value on. 
I aſked the man, who ſhewed us the apartments, 
and belongs to them, for whom that amiable 
piece was deſigned ? — It is, madam, ſaid he, 
affecting to miſtake which 25 Mr I 1 — 
prince fucceſſor of Sweden, the illuſtrious conſort 
aur 2 then told him, that to ſa- 
tisfy my curioſity, he muſt acquaint me, ho it 
was that was placed between the prince he 
named, and the princeſs Amelia of Pruſſia. 1 


N 5 could 
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could perceiye the fellow ſmile at this demand ; 

but was either unable to inform me, or had ſome 
private: reaſgns for not doing ſo, —I was not, 
however, long kept in ſuſpence, monſieur de **** 
took me aſide, and told me, he had often ſeen 
the original at Paris, and that it was, indeed, 
_— for the. person that I had imagined. 


\cTeanyor but ay, that the ſight of this pie- 
ture, and the manner in which it was diſpoſed, 
put ſome conjectures into my head, which time 
alone can reveal the truth of, ſo will not trouble 
you with the repetition of them, at leaſt in 
writing; — how I may be tempted to * of it 
at my um, Iwill not baer. 1214 2 


Tux whole ro yal family, ina few Fin aſter, 
coming back to Berlin, I had the honour of ſee- 
ing the two queens, and princeſs Amelia, in the 
gardens of the palace. As I doubt not but ſome 
deſcription of theſe princeſſes will be agreeable | 
to you, 1 {hall give youas exact a one as in my 
power: The queen-dowager bas ſomewhat 
very 3 in her look and mien ; her preſent 

majeſty, without being a beauty, has more 
charms. than many who are reputed ſuch; and 
the princeſs Amelia has, to a perfect regularity 
of features, and delicacy of complection, a cer- 
tain ſweetneſs added, which phiſiognomiſts will 


tell you, is the anne whe pins of a en 
„re 1 5 ä 


95 1 


I Din not a tbe king till after en — 
the” 'Þ went to the drawing-room, the opera- 


Hoey and other public places, in the hope of 
atifying my curioſity, with all it now had to 
l laid, his a Was thghtly 


7 | indiip oſed 
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indiſpoſed with a cold; but others, who, I be- 
lie ve, were better acquainted with the humour 
of this prince, told me, the occaſion of his ſnut⸗ 
ting himſelf up was on the account of ſome af« 
fairs of very great importance, the diſpatch of 
which he did not think proper to entruſt to his 
ſecretaries, or ady other of his miniſters; he al- 
ways writing all letters of m with his own 
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{ 


: * 


e 
Hxxck it is, madam; that the councils of 
this monarch remain fo impenetrable a myſtery, 
and that his deſigns are fo ſeldom diſappointed ; 
nor is the ſecreſy he obſerves; of leſs advantage 
to the ſucceſs of his affairs abroad, than it is to 
preſerve a due order and tranquility at home. 
The great officers of ſtate being all kept equally 
in the dark, as to their royal maſter's pleaſure, 
no one has reaſon to be jealous of the other, for 
being more entruſted than himſelf, as, in other 
courts, is frequently the caſe : — Neither is there 
any prime miniſter, who, preſuming on the con- 
dence repoſed in him, inſolently lords it over his 
fellow peers, 'executes his own” will in his ſo- 
vereign's name, arrogates to himſelf the merit of 
all the good, and throws the blame of all the 14 
upon the monarch, © > TT 5 
You will ſay, perhaps, that for a king to 
conſult only with himſelf, is ruling with an ab- 
ſolute authority, and altogether inconſiſtent with 
the liberties bi the people. grant it is fo, and 
that ſuck an unlimited power lodged in the hands 
of a bad prince, would be terrible indeed; 
and yet I know not, if a nation does not ſuffer 
more when ſuch power is delegated by law to 
a plurality; becauſe there might then be many 
1 a N 6 tyrants 


i tue, eve 6 
being io, vou will pr Nn 
nf | 
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Lata Gaara de es came to my 
lodgings, and told me, he had juſt ſeenthe king 
returning from taking the air in his coach, and 


EPISTLES Book XII 


inſtead of one. The king of Pru 
but the — 


that it was highly probable, he would dine that 
day in public; — on which I agreed to go with 
that gentleman, his lady, and ſome other com- 
__w to the ones about DOOR. 


On our entering the — bi of — 
* found that monſieur de #** had not been de- 
ceived in his conjecture. - A vaſt many people, 
led by the ſame deſire as ourſelves, were already 
* none being denied admittance, who made 


2 tolerable ap 


pearance.— We had not waited 


long before the king, the two queens, the prin- 
ces his brothers, and princeſs Amelia, came into 
the room, and placed themſelves at table. I 
will not pretend to tell you the number of the 
diſhes that were ſerved up, nor the variety of 
meats they were compoſed: of, I ſhall. only ſay, 
that all was ſumptuous, elegant, and befitting 
the dignity of ſo great a prince, with whom, in- 
decd, my attention was too much taken up, as 
it, was the firſt time of ſeeing him, to regard any 


AGE 


cal. 


elſe. I perceived he eat little, but talked 
deal, and was extremely pleaſant, not 
with the royal family, who ſat at, table, 


| — alſo. with the nobles who waited behind the 
chair, frequently turning to them on the one 
ſice, and. the other. This a little ſurprized me, 
25 I had heard he was of ſo reſerved a temper; 


. have been ſince — be is only ſo in 


Matters 
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matters of ſtate, and in all other things commu- 
As to the perſon of his majeſty, it is extreme- 
ly- graceful, tho' not tall; — his eyes are the 
mol ſparkling, and withal the moſt penetrati 
I ever beheld, and in them, as well as in 
his features, and that air, which accompanies 
his every word and geſture, there is a certain 
dignity, a peculiar greatneſs, which, without 
being told ſo, would make one know, not only 
that he was a king, but likewiſe that he was 
worthy of being ſo. abb e 2 345m 


Tus illuſtrious company was juſt riſing from 
table, when a woman, neat, but meanly dreſſed, 
preſſed through the crowd, and all trembling and 
confuſed, threw herſelf at the king's feet, and 
preſented him a petition, which I expected he 
would have put into the hands of ſome one or 
other of the noblemen, to have read to him at 4 
more leiſure hour, as it is the cuſtom with moſt 
other princes, by which means, unleſs the per- 
fon to whom it is given, who is generally the firſt 
lord in waiting, is previouſſy acquainted with 
the affair, and made a friend of, the thing is 
utterly forgot, and the ſupplicant never the better 
for addreſſing; — but the heart of this monarch 
is of a different mould: He will not commit 
the redreſs of any one of his ſubjects grievancies 
to the care of another, but, like the eye of hea- 
ven, will, himſelf, ſee into the truth of all 
things.—He. took the paper, opened it, and: 
examined the contents heedfully ; but, as ſoon 
25 he had finiſhed, darted a furious look at the 
poor woman, which made my heart ake for her. 
I bereſere, ſaid he, was 1 n told. of " 2 
. ore 


« YY 


* 
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fore Did not you tnow you h a king f'—on 
did you imagine me à king in nume alone, 
or incapable of affording you protection. To which 
the poor creature, with a fa voice, re- 
plied, that ſhe feared being too preſuming, and 
had no friend to intercede for her to his majeſty. 
You need no friend but me, ſaid the king, with 
more mildneſs, provided you- have juſtice on er 
fide, tubiab to-morrowfhall be exammed into, Wick 
— at n __ 
theſe words he turned away, ordering one of 
lords to bid her attend next day at the an, 
which he accordingly did, and the poor woman 
went out of the room curteſying to every one as 
ſhe paſſed, as much tranſported with joy, as ſhe 
has lately been piled with its: paſſion. 


"ALL this had been — as I am a 
er to the German language, if mon- 
fieur ages who underſtands — well, had 
not the goodneſs to interpret it to me. As we all 
were ignorant of the contents of the petition, he 
went the next day to court, on purpoſe to inform 
himſelf, both of the cauſe and event of _ a”, te 
woman's complaint. | "317 


Dow bis return, he obliged * the fol- 
Jowinig detail: It ſeems the huſband of this poor 
woman had rented ſome lands by way of farm, 
of a nobleman belonging to court, for a certain 
term of fears; but on his demiſe, the young 
heir to ſtand to his father's agreement, 

| clrned bim and his family out of doors, without 

any juſtifiable reaſon, but merely becauſe he had 

been offered by another a larger rent than the 

former paid. Phe law, indeed, would have re- 

a him, but he had not by n 
K Wit 


F . 


1 
Y 
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1 


in-huinbling the pride of the appreſſar. 
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with © powerful an adverſaty; he was at length 


into priſon, and his 1 n * 
Talon cundition. 1 57 


Us DER theſe oppreſſive as calamitous cir- 


cumſtances, he was adviſed to lay his unfortunate 
caſe at the throne of royal 7 


done in the manner I have already related. 


which WAS 


His majeſty Ns no fogner;convinced of the 
reality of the fact, than he ordered the young 


nobleman to felenſe the man out of priſon t 
paying all the debts for which he was confi 

to reinſtate him in his farm, and likewiſe to give 
him a ſum of money, as a reparation ar N in- 
ng an ain erat! 

oH 3 f e egen 
Eyxkr one bighly applouded. this | equitable 
deciſion, tho? no leſs — be expected from 4 
prince, whoſe ears are ever open to the com- 
plaints of even the meaneſt ſubjects in his domi- 
nions, who bears to redreſs, and taken. plealure 


, 12111 
3 Mot 


In age. rivets by the — 


gives of him, he may juſtly be called che © com 


mon father of his people. All his endeavours 


are to make them N good, and happy. 
He is ſtrictly impartial in his rewards and puniſh- 


ments; he cheriſhes virtue Whereſqever if is 


found, and ſeverely I thoſe whom 
i OMRON: ae 201401 


1, . 
C7 07] | $16 -— 


Tuns! is 8 Tight ſloth of + this excellent 


prince's character, yet has it taken up ſo much of 


my paper, that I have but juſt room to tell you 


8 next ſhall preſcat yau with ſomething, I 


2 know, 
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know, you will be pleaſed to hear, concerning 

the charming princeſs Amelia; and that I am. 
With the e mee reſpect, madam, 


Your molt obedient ſervant, 
| Cu A. 
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From STELLA to MELANTHE, on being told that 
| lady. had ridiculed her retired way of \ k 4: iſe, im- 
e eee and the bo op r. 

3H 353 163. $537; ret 4-7 

Madam, Meme ö 

H A v E ſo * et nd at — 

| Z little the friend ips of this world are 

| E9 to be depended on, that I am ſeldom 
| 22 ſurpriſed at hearing any of my actions 

cenſured by thoſe, who by their profeſſions I 
ſhould rather have- would have defended 
them. I muſt ſay, however, that I flattered my- 
ſelf you would not have been among the number 

I have mentioned, much leſs could have be- 

lieved, you would have exerted your great ta- 
lent of ridicule, on a ſubject which, if true, ought 

ä 1 bee er 0 

It 137 26 22%. | 

Vo — it ee e 

motives for my „ e 4 retired way, which, 


thank heaven, — 
but 2 it were true, that by the ſudden 


death of an unjuſt guardian, I were, indeed, de- 
prived of the beſt part of my fortune, and alſo, 
on that occaſion, I had loſt a lover, who was 
5 dear to me, and to whom I — 
c. ve 
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have been married, were either of theſe misſor- 
tunes fit matters for mirth? ö 
Bur how eaſy is it for ill- nature to convert 
every thing to its own purpoſe How diffe- 
rent my reaſons for retirement are, from thoſe 

aſcribe for it, the world will ſee, in a very 

little time, and thoſe, who at preſent are witty 


at my expence, be obliged to take ſhame to 


themſelves. TS 


In the mean time, I take the liberty, on ac- 
count of our former friendſhip, to adviſe you to 
be leſs extravagant in your pleaſantries on me, 
as they will hereafter turn more to your confu- 

ſion, . than at preſent they do to mine. Thus 
much I will aſſure you, that tho? I have ſuſtained 
ſome loſs by the death of my guardian, it is not 
conſiderable enough to hinder me from appear- 


ing in the manner I have been accuſtomed; and 


as to the match being broke off with Mr. L. I 
ſhall} always do that gentleman the juſtice to ſay, 
he has neither acted a diſhonourable nor unge- 
nerous part, nor am I the diſconſolate and de- 
ſparing creature, you have taken ſo much pains 
to repreſent me. On his return from Boloign, 
you will be convinced of this truth: till when, 
you would do well to ſuſpend your judgment, 
leſt it ſhould be found as little to be relied upon, 
as your ſincerity towards à perſon who never 
gave you any cauſe of offence, and, perhaps, of 
all your acquaintance, was the fartheſt from ſuſ- 
pecting it was in your nature, to treat any one 
in the manner you have done the juſtly reſentful 


STELLA, 


EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE CxII. 

: From AraNTHE i in the. country, to Our IA in 
torun, in anſwer ta a letter ſhe had received from 
_ that lady, L084 * ber diſreliſb of all the plæa- 


5 of Lon and inviting her to come down, 
and pariabe ws ber. the mare eee, 


ſhe enjoyed at 1 feat of lady Be. 


daa. OLIVIA, | 
e RECEIVED — that ſatis- 
faction I always do every thing that 
Fi comes from. you; but, I aflure you, 
PD. what; afforded;me the moſt Was, that 
part wherein you acquaint me with your perſect 
from that indiſpoſition you * — 
under when I left Landau, and of which, indeed, 
I was extremely impatient to hear. As for any 
other intelligence, than ſuch as relates to the 
2 er er it employs little of my 
hat is it to nie, who loves who ? 
What wife has eloped? Or what virgin beguiled 
her parents vigilance? * ene. the fineſt 
ſnew on the birth-day ? What long expecting 
courtier has at laſt e a place? Or w-ho 
bas made, or loſt, his fortune at play? The place 
and company I cow am in, has given me more 
rehned ideas: I now deſpiſe: and pity the vain 
purſuits, the fantaſtic pleaſures, and empty, 
fleeting joys of the giddy town, and can ſit 
down in a ſhady bower, at the end of a long - liv- 
ing gallery of aged trees, and ſay with Cowley, - 


ibis world's noiſe appears to me 
But as a dull, ill-afted comedy. 01 
n i; | 


ny of it, and ſhe i 


— 
It 
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O1 my dear Olvig, could you; but truly dale 
the innocent delights, the tranquil uninterrur 
joys a country life affords, you would not loſe 


one moment of life in that ſcene of endleſs hurry 


and confuſion, but fly to this enchanting receſs, 
where life is life indeed; — where. nature pours 


forth all her hoard of ſweets, regaling every 


ſenſe; - where heaven's own hand, Which way 


ſoever you turn, ſpreads out the heguteous proſ- 


pet, and the art of man aims only to preſerve 


by imaginary embelliſhments, N YH 40 


I 14D your promiſe, when we parted, that 
you would ſoon folpw me don. told lady 
| mpsztently expects u. 
hen walking together thro e 
or lying reel ined upon à moſſy bank, in 2 
grot, cloſe by the ſide of a clear ſtream, which 
gently flows and murmers o'er the p in 
its paſſage, we wiſh Olivia here, cry, tis 
only ſhe is wanting. bin: 3771 


” [> 63 ; 1 Citi uns) it ; 2951S 
_ HasTz then, my dear O/iia, to compleat 
our happineſs, and begin your own. —Beheve:ia 
a perſon, whom you have been pleaſed to allow 
a tolerable judge in moſt things, that nature 
never formed a ſcene more delectable than what 
you will here be preſented with.— I never look 
round me, without theſe lines of Mr, Woller's 


coming into my mind, 1 


Sure heaw/n has left this ſoot. of tarth uncut, 5 2 
75 flew hew oli ing werecreated firfl, 


Bor Iflatter myſelf I need throw no tempta- 


che divine original entire, and not to diſguiſe it 


CY 
_ 


tons in your way, and that as ſoon as gonye=. 
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nience permits, your own inclination, of itſelf, 
will be ſufficient to bring you to, oy dear Olivia, 


| . 


 AzaxTHE, 


_ ** „ 
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ee deer Eopnnoons, ' 


HERE are a fort of 99 the 
world, pretty frequently met with, 

who, by an aukward imitation of man- 
ners, to which they have not been ac- 
| not only render themſelves extremely 
— but alſo are equally troubleſome to 
others I mean your pretenders to good-breed- 
ing : The affectation without the reality, pro- 
duces a thouſand impertinencies, to which I know 
not if a and 8 betravivur 4 is not 
N i Jy | 


Atria is a a reigning miſtake f in nds pints 
roncenning this point. —It is not thoſe accom- 
pliſhments, which perſons of | condition uſually 
giv e their children, that, in my judgment, con- 
tutes the whole of good- breeding, tho I own 
they very much contribute towards it.— One 
may ſing, dance, play well on various ſorts un 
inftruments, have a perfect underſtanding i 

muſic, and ſpeak the 2 and Italian * 

be very with the greateſt fluency; yet, after all, 
far from _ I call well-bred, «True 
politeneſs 
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politeneſs is not a ſcience to be learned in ſchools. 
Nature muſt beſtow. a genius : That genius 
mult be improved by reading works of deli acy 
and ſpirit, and heightened by a freedom of con- 
verſation with perſons, of taſte.— It is an enemy 
to all kind of conſtraint, does every thing with. 
eaſe, and, tho” it is ſure never to offend, it alſo. 
never is at the expence of flattery to oblige. — 
What the witty Earl of Rocheſter ſaid of., poetry, 
I think may be properly applied to good-breed- 
ing, —His words are theſe : | "4 


In poetry, that ſooneſt wins the heart, 
M here moſt of nature's ſeen, and leaſt of art, 


 Foxm an ceremony, things which many 
people ſtudy, ind take ſo much pains to be well | 
verſed in all the punctilioes of, ſpoil the beſt edu- 
cation, and make the perſon who practiſes them 
diſagreeable and tireſome, 


S1R Thomas ****, who, you know, I greatly 
eſteem on account of his honeſty and good-na- 
ture, brought his new-married bride to viſit me 
the other eile had been told ſhe was a fine-. 
bred woman, and received her in a manner ſui- 
table to that character; but, dear Euphroſme, 
how much did I find myſelf at a loſs, either to- 
look or ſpeak before her. —She ſo peſter'd me 
with compliments and aſſurances of the great 
ſenſe of the high honour I had done her, in per- 
mitting her to wait upon me, that I had ſcarce: 
a word to anſwer in return.—lI offered her a 
pinch of ſnuff, in order to gain a moment's truce z 
but ſhe happening to have her right-hand glove! 
off, took the box from me with her left, and laid 
it in the window, till ſhe eee 

| „ ove, 
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Hying; THe would not be ſo rude to touch 
my ſnuff wn naked fingers. II called for tea 
ſooner than would Rave done, in the hope of 
ſhortening” her viſit ; dut, umluckily, put Ras 
into her cup, without aſking whether ſhe liked 
itz or not. Sbe fipp'd and fipp'd, and all the 
time praiſed the tea, asche moſt excellent ſhe 
had ever taſted. Str Thimas not having ob- 
ſerved tat I had put ſugar into the cup, cried, 
Vu are temain, my dtur, the beſt judge: F the 
„ drinking it, as you db, without ſugar.— 
On which I remembered I had been guilty of an 
indecorum, in not confulting her palate on that 
account, and afked her pardon; =She appeared in 
a moſt terrible confuſion, and told Sir Thomas, 
ſhe was ſurprized he ſhould mention any thing of 
it. Truly, ſaid the knight, with his uſual ſim- 


plicity, I ib. giute ignorant of the matter; but 


ſme it is ſo, I think I have more reafon to be 
priſed to ſee you puniſh your felf by drinking what, 7 
know, you haue an averſun to, rather than ſpeak a 
wordtopreveiit it. To Which ſhe replied, oh 
fie, Sir Thomas, how can —— talk ſo! Where 
do you think” I Was bred? Then turning to me, 
made a lon apology for the abfuptneſs of her 
huſband: —F took th part, but durft not ſay too 
much, for fear of continuing the diſpute. At 
laſt they took their Jeave 3 — I waited on then to 
the head of the ſtafr-caſe; but the good lad fo 
oſten turned back to prevent me, — 5 dropt mc 
ſo many curtefies,” that returning them 2 0 my 
man, lor an hott after. 


As 1 have” the n perſbet rd for every 
branch! of you „ — K kT rem you to 
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this overſtrained complaiſance for true politeneſs. 
She may poſhbly have acquired a certain ſtiffneſs 
of behaviour under the tuitionof her formal gover- 
neſs, which, if not by time ſoftened into a more 
eaſy habit, muſt render her other accompliſh- 
ments of leſs merit in the eyes of the diſcern- 


ing. I am, my dear Eupbroſme, 
Yours, Sc. 
MIRA. 


a. 


” 


00s 
* 


* 


—— oo, 


——— ͤ— ů— 
* YC 


% 
& 


* 


* A 


2 
E, 


ths 
= 


2 


* 


- 


- 


% 
7 


9 8 
2 
3 3 0 


8 
Ef 


* 


«7 # Ye 


o 


— 


* 


A 


» + a nt a. 


* „„ 


„ wry; eee Sr” 


rune RAB * 8 , 


+ 


* 2 


1 


